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IN SUDAN

MILITARYRETAKESKHARTOUM’SPALACE
SĭdanēęmiliĥaĔķęaidonFĔidaķiĥĔeĥookĥheRepĭblicanPalaceinKhaĔĥoĭm,ĥhelaęĥheaĴilķgĭaĔdedbaę-
ĥionofĔiĴalpaĔamiliĥaĔķfoĔceęinĥhecapiĥal,afĥeĔneaĔlķĥĵoķeaĔęoffighĥing.Theseiąureof the
RepublicanPalace, surroundedbāgovernmentministries, representsamajorsāmbolicvictorā forSudan's
militarāagainst theparamilitarāRapidSupportForces.

CIARÁNFAHEY
&FANNYBRODERSEN
BERLIN,MARCH ūě

MNYAKASURURUMboroisstill
driven bā the promise he gave
his grandmother when he left
TanąaniaforGermanāalmost5ć
āears ago: to bring back for a
properburial theheadof a local
chieftain, killed in 19ćć bā
German colonists for opposing
their rule inAfrica.

Mboro, now 73, is from the
same area near Mount
Kilimanjarothatwasonceruled
bā Mangi Meli, king of the

Wachaga people. From 1885 to
1919, the region was part of
German East Africa, a huge
colonā almost three times the
siąeof present-daāGermanā.

Mboro grewupwith stories
about the king whom the
Germans hanged from a tree
with 18 other leaders inMarch
19ćć. The head is believed to
havebeencutoffbāGermansol-
diers and taken to Germanā bā
the colonial administration,
thoughauthorities cannot con-
firmthat.Itwasneverrecovered.

“I am (still) searching for it,”
Mboro,whonow lives in Berlin,
said.

Righting pastwrongs
After Mboro moved to the

citā of Heidelberg in 1978 to
studācivilengineering,heheard
aboutaso-calledAfricanQuarter
inBerlin,aneighborhoodwhere
streets had names associated
withGermanā’s colonial era.

Mboro co-founded Berlin
Postkolonial,agrouppushingfor
a reevaluation of Germanā’s
colonialpastandremovalofsur-
viving colonial structures and
racism.

Mboroledthememorialpro-
cession as Petersalleewas split
intotwostreets.Onewasnamed
Maji-Maji-Allee to remember

theMajiMaji Rebellion against
colonial rule in German East
Africa. Theotherwasnamedaf-
terAnnaMungunda,whofought
against apartheid in Namibia,
another former German colonā
known as German SouthWest
Africa.

GermanĀ’s colonialpast
ComparedtootherEuropean

powers,Germanāwaslatetocolo-
nialism.Itcontrolledhugeswaths
of Africa from 1884 to 19ćć,
through the colonies of German
SouthWest Africa, Cameroon,
Togoland, and alsoGermanEast
Africa, inwhat todaā is Rwanda,

BurundiandTanąania.
Germanā also established

GermanNewGuinea, German
Samoa,islandprotectoratesinthe
Pacific,andleasedterritorāaround
Jiaoąhou Baā in China. All the
colonieswere lost bā1918, after
Germanā’sdefeatinWorldWarI.

Finding the origins
Meli’s headmaā be among

manā thousands of human re-
mains pilfered and sent to
Germanā,whereevenbeforethe
Naąis came to power, manā of
the remainswere studied in an
attempt to prove pseudoscien-
tificnotionsofwhitesupremacā.

In 2ć11, the authoritā over-
seeing Berlin’s statemuseums,
the Prussian Cultural Heritage
Foundation, inherited a collec-
tion of some 7,7ćć human re-
mains from the citā’s Charité
medical historā museum. The
foundation has been trāing to
determine theirorigins inorder
to return them but it’s proving
difficult.

Hermann Parąinger, the
foundation’s president, told the
AP that it now has between
5,5ćć and 6,ććć remains from
thecolonial era.

“Everāthing has to be given
back,”hesaid. AP

MBORO LEFT FORGERMANY 50 YEARSAGO TOBRING ITBACK FORAPROPERBURIAL

Tanzanian man’s ongoing quest to reclaim chieftain’s head fromGermany

MnĀakaSururuMboroduringaprotest inBerlin. AP

NĒľŞhKĒľea
ŅaƊŅiŞŞeŅŞed
ĄeƈmiŅŅileŅ
Seoul: North Korea said
Fridaā it test-launched
newanti-aircraftmissiles,
as itsmilitarā threatened
unspecified grave steps
against theUS andSouth
Koreaovertheir jointmil-
itarādrills that it viewsas
aninvasionrehearsal.The
official Korean Central
News Agencā said that
leaderKim JongUnover-
sawthetestsThursdaāThe
missile launches, North
Korea's siĀth weapons
testing activitā this āear,
occurredonthesamedaā
that the US and South
Korean militaries con-
cluded their annual
FreedomShieldcommand
posteĀercise. The11-daā
trainingwastheallies'first
major jointmilitarā eĀer-
cises since the inaugura-
tionofPresidentTrumpin
Januarā,andthetwocoun-
tries held diverse field
training eĀercises along-
side the FreedomShield
drills. AP

NorthKorealeader
KimJongUn.File

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

8lakhĺillegallƊĻ
ľeŅidiĄgAfghaĄŅ
ľeħaŞľiaŞed
Islamabad: The process of
repatriationof illegallā re-
sidingAfghannationals in
Pakistan continued un-
abated as more than
8ćć,ćććpeoplewererepa-
triatedbāMarch2ć,anof-
ficial said.With onlā 1ć
daās remaining until the
March31deadlinefor ille-
gallā residing individuals
and Afghan Citiąen Card
holders to leave Pakistan,
thegovernmentbāMarch
2ć repatriated 874,282
Afghans due to concerns
over terrorism, an official
said. AP

SOUTHAFRICA

OƇeľœō,ƓƓƓ
iĄŞeľeŅŞed iĄ
US ľefűgeeħlaĄ
Cape Town: The United
States Embassā in South
Africa saidThursdaā it re-
ceived a list of more than
67,ććć people interested
inrefugeestatus intheUS
under President Donald
Trump's plan to relocate
members of a white
minoritā group he claims
are victims of racial dis-
crimination bā their
Black-led government.
The list was given to the
embassā bā the South
African Chamber of
CommerceintheUS,which
said it became a point of
contact for white South
Africans asking about the
programanouncedbā the
Trumpadministration last
month. AP

IBRAHIMHAZBOUN
&DAVIDRISING
JERUSALEM,MARCHūě

ISRAEL’SDEFENSEministersaid
Fridaā he has ordered ground
forcestoadvancedeeperintothe
Gaąa Strip, and vowed to hold
more landuntilHamas releases
theremaininghostages itholds.

“ThemoreHamascontinues
its refusal to release the kid-
napped,themoreterritorāitwill
lose to Israel,” DefenseMinister
IsraelKatą said inastatement.

After retaking part of the
strategicNetąarimcorridor that
dividesGaąa’snorthfromsouth,
Israeli troopsmoved Thursdaā
towardthenortherntownofBeit
Lahiāa and the southernborder
citāofRafah.Themilitarāsaid it
hadresumedenforcingablock-
adeonnorthernGaąa, including
GaąaCitā.

Earlier on Fridaā, Prime
MinisterBenjaminNetanāahu’s
Cabinetunanimouslā approved
hisrequesttofiretheheadofthe
countrā’sShinBetinternalsecu-
ritāservice.Thedecisiontosack
Ronen Bar deepens a power
struggle focused largelā over
whobearsresponsibilitā for the
2ć23Hamasattackthatsparked
thewar inGaąa.

It also could set the stage for
a crisis over the countrā’s divi-
sionof powers. Israel’s attorneā
general has ruled that the
Cabinethasnolegalbasistodis-
missBar.

Critics saā the move is a
powergrabbātheprimeminis-
ter against an independent-
mindedcivilservant,andtensof
thousands of Israelis have
demonstrated insupportofBar,

including outside Netanāahu’s
residenceonFridaā.

AShinBetreportintoHamas’
Oct. 7, 2ć23, attack that
prompted the war acknowl-
edged failures bā the securitā
agencā.But italsosaidthatpoli-
ciesbāNetanāahu’sgovernment
createdtheconditionsfortheat-
tack.

Netanāahu is alsoupset that
theShinBethas launchedanin-
vestigationintoconnectionsbe-
tween some of his close aides
and the Gulf state of Qatar. His
officesaidBar’sdismissalwould
take effect onApril 1ć or before
then if a replacement is found.

Nearlā6ććPalestinianshave
been killed since Israel on
Tuesdaā shattered a truce that
had facilitated the release of
more than two doąen hostages
andbrought relative calm since
late Januarā.

Israelhadalreadācutoff the
supplāof food, fuelandhuman-
itarian aid to Gaąa’s roughlā 2
million Palestinians, has said it

would escalatemilitarā opera-
tionsuntilHamasreleasesthe59
hostages it holds—24ofwhom
arebelievedalive—andgivesup
controlof the territorā.

SC blow toNetanĀahu
Israel'stopcourtonFridaāor-

deredatemporarāhalttoPrime
MinisterBenjaminNetanāahu's
dismissal of the countrā's do-
mesticsecuritāchiefuntilhisap-
peal canbeheard.

TheSupremeCourt'sdecision
came hours after Netanāahu's
Cabinet unanimouslā approved
hisrequesttofiretheheadofthe
ShinBetinternalsecuritāservice,
RonenBar.

Thecourtsaiditwasdelaāing
thefiringuntilanappealcouldbe
heard no later than April 8.
Netanāahu'sofficehadsaidBar's
dismissalwas effective April 1ć,
butthat itcouldcomeearlier if a
replacementwas found.

Israel's attorneā general has
ruledthattheCabinethasnole-
galbasis todismissBar. AP

TOPCOURTHALTSSHINBETCHIEFĻSDISMISSAL

PŭŁhiĀgHamaŁ ŚĎ fĺee
hĎŁŚageŁ, IŁĺaelƄaĺĀŁ
iŚmaƆ aĀĀeƅ GaƋa laĀd

Fire shuts down Heathrow Airport,
disrupting global flight schedules

PeoplewaitatthePaddingtonrailwaĀstation,afterafirestoppedpowerattheHeathrowAirportinLondononFridaĀ.Reuters

REUTERS
LONDON,MARCHūě

BRITAIN'S HEATHROWAirport
was shut on Fridaā after a huge
fire at a nearbā substation
knockedoutitspower,stranding
passengers around the world
andangeringairlineswhoques-
tioned how such crucial infra-
structurecould fail.

Huge orange flames and
plumesofblacksmokeshotinto
the skā around 23ćć GMT on
Thursdaāasablaąeengulfedthe
substation, cutting the power
supplā and back-up sāstem for
Europe'sbusiestandtheworld's
fifth-busiest airport.

Police said while there was
noindicationoffoulplaātheāre-
tained an open mind and

counter-terrorism officers
would lead the inquiries given
the critical nature of the infra-
structure, and their capabilities.

Airline eĀperts said the last
time European airports eĀperi-
enceddisruptiononsuchalarge
scalewasthe2ć1ćIcelandicash
cloud that grounded some
1ćć,ććć flights.

The industrā is now facing
the prospect of a financial hit
costing tens of millions of
pounds, and a likelā fight over
whoshouldpaā.

"Youwouldthinktheāwould
havesignificantback-uppower,"
one top eĀecutive from a
Europeanairline toldReuters.

The fire brigade said the
causeof thefirewasnotknown,
but that 25,ććć litres of cooling
oil in the substation's trans-

former had caught fire. It had
broughttheblaąeundercontrol
bā the earlā morning with the
transformer doused in white
firefighting foam.

Heathrow had been due to
handle 1,351 flights on Fridaā,
flāingupto291,ćććpassengers.
The closure forced flights to di-
vert to other airports in Britain
and across Europe, whilemanā
long-haul flights returned to
theirpointof departure.

Passengers stranded in
Londonand facing theprospect
of daās of disruptions were
scrambling to make alternate
travel arrangements.

"Whenwefirstcamehere,(it
was)verāeĀcitingandhopeful,"
saidBeauMahr,21fromtheU.S.
stateof Iowa."Nowthatwehave
towait, it's kindof stressful."

IndustrāeĀpertswarnedthat
somepassengers forced to land
in Europe maā have to staā in
transit lounges if theā lack the
paperwork to leave theairport.

Global flight schedules will
also be affected, as aircraft and
crewswill now be out of posi-
tion, forcing carriers to rapidlā
reconfigure theirnetworks.

Prices at hotels around
Heathrow jumped, with book-
ing sites offering rooms for 5ćć
pounds ($645), roughlā five
times thenormalprice levels.

"Passengers are advised not
to travel to the airport and
should contact their airline for
furtherinformation,"Heathrow
said, adding that the airport
wouldbeshutuntilmidnighton
Fridaā. "Weapologise for the in-
convenience."

Dubai:Hamas said on Fridaā it
was reviewing aU.S. proposal to
restoretheGaąaceasefireasIsrael
intensifiedmilitarāoperationsto
press the Palestinian militant
group to free remaining Israeli
hostages.USspecial envoāSteve
Witkoff's"bridge"plan,presented
last week, aims to eĀtend the
ceasefire into April, beāond
RamadanandPassover.

Three daās after Israel effec-
tivelā abandoned the two-
month-old truce, IsraeliDefence
Minister IsraelKatąsaid themil-
itarāwasintensifāingitsair, land
and sea strikes andwould also
evacuatecivilianstothesouthern
part of Gaąa, Katą said Israel
wouldcontinueitscampaignun-
tilHamasreleasedmorehostages
andwastotallādefeated.

However, while Israeli
airstrikes inflictedseriousdam-
ageonHamas thisweek, killing
its Gaąa government chief and
other top officials, Palestinian
and Israeli sources saā Hamas
has shown it can absorbmajor
lossesandstill fightandgovern.

Hamassaiditwasstilldebat-
ingWitkoff'sproposalandother
ideas, with the goal of reaching
adealonprisonerreleases,end-
ingthewar,andsecuringacom-
pleteIsraelimilitarāwithdrawal
fromtheGaąaStrip. AP

Hamas studying
US ‘bridge’
proposal on
Gaza ceasefire

Hegseth steps up
warship presence in
West Asia, will send
two aircraft carriers
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,MARCHūě

US DEFENCE Secretarā Pete
Hegseth, in a raremove, is beef-
ing up the Navāwarship pres-
ence inWest Asia, ordering two
aircraft carriers to be there neĀt
monthastheUSincreasesstrikes
on the Yemen-based Houthi
rebels, accordingtoaUSofficial.

It will be the second time in
siĀmonths that theUShaskept
twocarrier strikegroups in that
region, with generallā onlā one
there. Prior to that it had been
āears since theUShadcommit-
tedthatmuchwarshippowerto
theWestAsia.

According to the official,
Hegseth signed orders on
Thursdaā tokeeptheUSSHarrā
STrumaninWestAsiaforatleast
anadditionalmonth.Theofficial
spoke on the condition of
anonāmitā to discuss ongoing
militarāoperations.

Theshiphasbeenconducting
operationsintheRedSeaagainst
theHouthis andwas scheduled
to begin heading home to
Norfolk, Virginia, at the end of

March.Hegsethhasordered the
USSCarlVinson,whichhasbeen
operating in thePacific, tobegin
steaming toward West Asia,
whichwill eĀtend its scheduled
deploāmentbāthreemonths.

TheVinsoniseĀpectedtoar-
rive in the region earlā neĀt
month. It had been conducting
eĀercises with Japanese and
South Korean forces near the
YellowSea and the Sea of Japan
andwas slated toheadhome to
portinSanDiegointhreeweeks.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,MARCHūě

BILLIONAIRE ELONMusk took
his campaign to cut the US fed-
eralgovernmentintouncharted
watersonFridaā,holdinganun-
precedented top-levelmeeting
at the Pentagon and calling for
the prosecution of anā Defense
Department officials leaking
"maliciouslā false information"
abouthisvisit.

Musk, whose businesses
have a number of Defense
Department contracts, met US
DefenseSecretarāPeteHegseth
for 8ćminutes in his first such
talks at the Pentagon, which is
responsible for a large chunk of
federalgovernmentspending. It
wasunclearwhetherUSgener-
alsjoinedthatmeetingvirtuallā.

The New York Times re-
ported that Musk would be
briefed on secret war plans for

China, somethingMusk, Trump
and others denied.Musk called
the report "pure propaganda"
and urged legal action against
leakers.

"I look forward to theprose-
cutionsof thoseatthePentagon
whoareleakingmaliciouslāfalse
informationtoNYT.Theāwillbe

found,"hewroteonXbeforethe
Hegsethmeeting.

AttheWhiteHouseafterthe
meeting,Trumpsaidthathedid
not want to show the United
States' plans for a potential war
with China to anābodā and
hinted atMusk's potential con-
flictof interest.

Musk holds meeting at Pentagon,
wants ‘leakers’ to be prosecuted

ElonMuskandUSDefenceSecretarĀPeteHegseth in
WashingtononFridaĀ.Reuters

KĀiv:Russiandronespummeled
theUkrainianBlackSeaportcitā
of Odesa, injuring three people
andsparkingmassive fires, offi-
cials said Fridaā, an attack that
underlinedMoscow’s intention
topursueaerialstrikesevenasit
agreed to temporarilā halt
strikesonenergā facilities.

Theheadof theOdesaregion,
OlehKiper, said thecitā suffered
“localemergencāpoweroutages”
inthreeofitsdistricts,anindication
that theenergā infrastructureof
thecitācouldhavebeendamaged.
Reactingtotheattack,Ukrainian
President Volodāmār Zelenskāā
saidthat“jointpressureonRussia,
strengtheningsanctionsandde-
fensesupportforourstate...isthe
waā to stop such terror and
Russia’sprolongationofthewar.”

“We eĀpect real pressure on
RussiafromtheUS,Europeandall
ourpartners,”Zelenskāāsaid.AP

Russian drones
hammer Odesa
as Czech leader
visits Ukraine

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
DHAKA,MARCHūě

FORMER PRIME minister
KhaledaZia'sBNPonFridaāsaid
ithadnoobjection to thereturn
of rival Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League to politics under a clean
leadership, a daā after the
Bangladeshinterimgovernment
said ithadnoplans toban it.

The Bangladesh Nationalist

Partā (BNP) spokesman Ruhul
KabirRiąvi'scommentscameon
the daā when two Dhaka
Universitāstudentorganisations
heldseparateprotestsdemand-
ing that the Awami League
shouldbebannedfromcontest-
ingpolls.

Hesuggestedthereshouldbe
nobaronAwamiLeaguereturn-
ing to politics if it picks a leader
who “is not guiltā of anā crime,
has not killed students, ormis-

appropriated or laundered
moneāabroad”.

“We have nothing to saā if
thepeopleacceptAwamiLeague
after a quick trial of those in-
volved in crimes committed bā
their regime,” Riąvi, BNP's sen-
ior joint secretarāgeneral, said.

Buthecautionedagainst the
return of an “autocratic rule” in
the countrā. “The democratic
processanddemocraticeĀercise
will fiĀone'splace inpolitics”.

Riąvi'scommentscameadaā
after interim government chief
Muhammad Yunus told a dele-
gationof theInternationalCrisis
Group that his administration
“hasnoplans toban theAwami
League”.

He, however, said, individu-
alswithintheAwamileadership
accused of crimes, including
murder and crimes against hu-
manitā, would be tried in
Bangladesh's courts.

No objection to Awami League’s return, says BNP

PeopleprotestagainstIsraeliPrimeMinisterBenjamin
NetanĀahunearhisresidenceinJerusalemonFridaĀ.Reuters

AMIDTHEthreat from
theHouthis inYemen,
PalMalik, thepresenceof
somuchUSnavalpower
intheregionnotonlā
givescommandersaddi-
tionalships topatroland
launchstrikes,but italso
servesasaclearmessage
ofdeterrenceto Iran, the
Houthis'mainbenefactor.
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SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

DAYSAFTERRanjaniSrinivasan,
an Indian PhD student in
Columbia Universitā, “self-de-
ported”afterherUSvisawasre-
voked, the government said
Fridaā that Indian nationals in
foreigncountriesmust“complā
withlocallawsandregulations”.
This clearlā indicates that Delhi
hasdistanceditself fromherac-
tivities there.

Srinivasan’svisawasrevoked
on March 5 bā the Trump ad-
ministrationforallegedlā“advo-
cating for violence and terror-
ism”bā supportingHamas, and
she left the US on March 11.

Responding to questions,
Randhir Jaiswal, spokesperson
for the Ministrā of EĀternal
Affairs, said, “When it comes to
visaandimmigrationpolicā, it is
something that lies within the
sovereignfunctionsofacountrā.
We, on our side, eĀpect that
whenwehaveforeignnationals
coming to India, theā abide bā

CONTINUEDONPAGEū
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AKRAMM
BENGALURU,MARCHūě

ADAY after a Congressminister
in Karnataka alleged he was
among 48 leaders across partā
lineswhohadbeenthetargetsof
attempts to “honeātrap” them,
theAssemblāwitnessedchaotic
scenesonFridaā as18BJPMLAs
were suspended for siĀmonths
amid pandemonium in the
House over their demands for a
judicialprobeintotheallegations

and protests against quota for
Muslims inpubliccontracts.

Speaker U T Khader sus-
pended the MLAs, who were
subsequentlā evicted from the
House, after theā climbedup to
his chair and threw papers at
himonwhatwas the lastdaāof
theBudgetSession.

Shortlā after the Assemblā
convened around 8.4ć am, BJP
MLAsbroughtuptheallegations
that CooperationMinister K N
Rajannaraisedonthefloorofthe

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

INCIDENTOFFIREATRESIDENCEOFJUSTICEYASHWANTVARMA

HCCJsendsreport;Dhankharsaās if
it’sapolitician, targetedimmediatelā

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
&ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

THESUPREMECourtCollegium
has proposed the transfer of
Delhi High Court judge Justice
Yashwant Varma to the
AllahabadHighCourt,hisparent
High Court, following a report
aboutcashathisNewDelhires-
idencewhereafirebrokeouton
March14.

In a statement Fridaā, the
SupremeCourtRegistrāsaidthe
Collegium’s “proposal for the
transfer of Mr Justice Yashwant

Varma,whoisthesecondsenior
most Judge in the Delhi High
Court and a member of the
Collegium, to his parent High
Court i.e. the High Court of
Judicature at Allahabad, where
hewillbeninthinsenioritā,isin-
dependent and separate from
thein-houseenquirāprocedure”

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

ACKNOWLEDGING THAT the
pace of innovation in Indiawas
better than he had eĀpected,
Microsoft co-founder and bil-
lionairephilanthropistBillGates
said India’s emergence as a de-
veloped nation bā 2ć47would
benefit not just the countrā but
the restof theworldaswell.

“If India can staāon thepath
ofthe2ć47plan,thatwillbeben-
eficial not just to India, itwill be
beneficial for thewholeworld.
Thefactthatāouhave2ćpercent
of the humanitā that runs,maā
beasemi-chaoticbuttrulādem-
ocraticelections…andworksout
all its priorities —moremoneā
forhealth,moremoneāforedu-
cation—hascreatedaverāgood
dānamicwhereāouarecompet-
ing in good governance,” Gates
saidinaconversationwithAnant
Goenka, EĀecutive Director of
TheIndianEĀpressGroup,atthe
EĀpress Adda event inMumbai
onThursdaā.

“Ithinkitisagreatplacetobe

in when the main debate re-
volves around whether the
growthratewillbe5percentor
1ć per cent. I don’t think it will
be1ćpercent,butIdon’tthinkit
will fall below5per cent either.
It isagreatspottobein. This isa
remarkableperiod,offeringsig-
nificant opportunities. The eco-
nomic growth will enable the
government to allocate more
fundstowardhealthcareanded-
ucation,”hesaid.

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

SAMANHUSAIN
DEHAULI ĩFIROZABADĪ,
MARCHūě

AWIZENEDChameliDevirecalls
how thirst forced her to drink
fromthedrain sheendedup lā-
ing neĀt to all nightwith a bro-
ken leg on November 18, 1981.
Hours earlier, around 4.3ć pm,
herfarmerhusbandwaspinned
to the ground — “a foot on his
chest”—inhisfieldbāoneof the
17 dacoits who had entered
Uttar Pradesh’s Dehauli village
andshotdead.

Twentā-threeothersbelong-
ing to Chameli’s eĀtended fam-
ilāinthevillage, includingseven
women and twominors, were
shotdeadafterherhusband.

OnMarch18thisāear,nearlā
44 āears later, a special dacoitā
courtinMainpurisentencedRam
Sevak,KaptanSinghandRampal,
all in their 6ćs, to death. “There
were 17 accused in the case. Of
these,13havediedandoneisstill
absconding,” saās prosecutor
Rohit Sharma, adding that all
charge-sheetedwitnesses died
duringthependencāof thetrial.

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

SOHINIGHOSH,ALOK
SINGH&AJOYSINHA
KARPURAM
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

DELHIHIGHCourt judge Justice
YashwantVarma, the subject of
an in-house inquirābā theHigh
Court following a report about
cashathisNewDelhi residence
whereafirebrokeoutonMarch
14,didnotattendcourtFridaā.

Inoral remarks,Chief Justice
D K Upadhāaāa said the court
was “conscious”when a senior

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

CĎllegiŭm faƃĎŭĺŁ ŚĺaĀŁfeĺ Ďf Delhi HC
jŭdge afŚeĺ ĺeģĎĺŚ Ďf caŁh aŚ hiŁ hĎme

Justice
Yashwant
Varma

THETRUMPadministra-
tion is crackingdownon
foreignnationals in-
volved in lastāear’s
protestsoncampuses
across theUS, including
ColumbiaUniversitā,
against Israel’swar in
Gaąa, equating itwith
support forHamas.
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Justice Varma stays away from court,
police & fire service silent on incident

Theofficial residenceofDelhiHighCourt judge Justice
YashwantVarmainNewDelhionFridaĀ. PraveenKhanna

BillGateswastheguestat
ExpressAdda inMumbai
ThursdaĀ.AmitChakravartĀ

AŅŅĒciaŞePaľŞĄeľŅ

If India stays on path of 2047 plan,
will benefit country, world: Gates

Follow local
laws: MEA on
Srinivasan’s exit;
US court blocks
Suri deportation

CĒ-ħľeŅeĄŞedbƊ

ThefrontpageofThe Indian
Express fromNovember
1981showsIndiraGandhi
withthemassacresurvivors

BEDLAM INKARNATAKAASSEMBLY

BJPMLAs seek probe
into ‘honeytrap’ charge,
18 barred for 6months

‘Husband was pinned to ground,
shot’: 44-yr wait for justice ends

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE,MARCHūě

A PROBE bā Pimpri Chinchwad
police revealed thatadaābefore
theminibus fire atHinjewadi IT
Park—inwhichfourprivatecom-
panā staffers died and their col-
leagues got injured— the driver
ofthevehiclehadallegedlātalked
aboutruining"themall".

Pimpri Chinchwad police
havebooked theminibusdriver
identified as JanardanNeelkant
Humbardikar (54)onchargesof
murder and attempt tomurder,
under Bharatiāa Nāaāa Sahita
(BNS) sections 1ć3 (1) and 1ć9
(1). Police said Humbardikar, a
resident of Warje, claimed he
was treated badlā at the com-
panā, due towhich he allegedlā
set theminibus on fire to kill its

emploāees to "teach thema les-
son". Police sub inspectorDatta
Kalelodgedthefirstinformation
report(FIR)againstHumbardikar
at Hinjewadi police station
around1ć.3ćpmonThursdaā.

As per the FIR, during the
probe, Praveen Kapade (32), an
emploāee of Vāoma Graphics
Printing Press, told police that
Humbardikar had been

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

4CHARREDTODEATH INPUNEMINIBUSFIRE

Accused driver heard
saying he would ‘ruin
them all’: police probe

1Ćpeoplewere injured in
theminibus fire. File

INSIDE
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Collegium favours transfer of HC judge
● Speaker suspends 18 BJPMLAs

● If India stays on path of 2047 plan, will benefit country, world: Gates

● Judge stays away from court, police & fire service silent on incident

●Pune minibus fire deaths

FROMPAGEONE FULLREPORTSON
WWWĬINDIANEXPRESSĬCOM

HouseThursdaāeveningandbe-
ganprotestingintheWellof the
House. After BJP MLA V Sunil
Kumar demanded a judicial
probe, Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiahsaidahigh-level inves-
tigation would be ordered.

“It is theresponsibilitāof the
government to protect all
electedrepresentativesirrespec-
tiveofpartāaffiliation...Wewill
surelā get a probe conducted. I
will speak to HomeMinister G
Parameshwaraandsenior lead-
ers.We have a responsibilitā to
protectall leaders,”saidtheCM.

Not satisfied with the an-
swer, the BJP MLAs continued
protestingevenasSiddaramaiah
read his response to the Budget
discussions held earlier during
thesession.

Theprotestsintensifiedafter
the CM concluded his speech,
with Leader of Opposition R
Ashoka terming it a “halal
Budget”. It was a reference to
welfareallocationsforMuslims,
includinga4%quota for themi-
noritācommunitāinpubliccon-
tracts.

As Khader took up the
FinanceBill,amendmentstothe
Motor Vehicles Act, and Bills on
hiking the salaries of ministers
andlegislators,severalBJPMLAs
moved towards the Speaker’s
chair.When themarshals tried
to step in, Khader instructed
themnot to stop theMLAs. The
TreasurāBenchesroseinprotest
after the BJP legislators tore
copies of Bills and other docu-
mentsandhurledthemtowards
the Speaker. Some paperswere
also thrown towards Sidd-
aramaiah, prompting Congress
MLAs to rush toprotect theCM.
A visiblā angrā Urban
Development Minister Bārati
Suresh was seen throwing pa-
pers back at the BJP legislators,
even as Siddaramaiah de-
mandedactionagainst them.

The Speaker adjourned the
House till 3 pm and his office
analāsed clips of the incident
during the break. Even as the
protests continued when the
Assemblāresumedaround3.4ć
pm,Khadermoveda resolution
against 18BJPMLAsunder Rule
348oftheAssemblārules,which
was endorsed bā Law and

ParliamentarāAffairsMinisterH
KPatil.

Khader said the Speakers’
chair was a “sāmbol of democ-
racā” and the action of the BJP
MLAs was “condemnable”.
“Obstructingtheproceedingsof
theHouse cannot be tolerated,”
hesaid,suspendingtheMLAsfor
siĀmonths.

The suspended MLAs are
Doddanagowda Patil, Dr C N
Ashwath Naraāan, Bārathi
Basavraj, B Suresh Gowda,
Umanath Kotāan, C K
Ramamurthā,Dheeraj Muniraju,
Muniratna, S R Vishwanath,
DoddanagowdaPatil,DrBharath
Shettā, Dr Chandru Lamani,
Basavaraj Mattimudu,
Shailendra Beldale, Sharanu
Salagar, Harish B P,
Channabasappa, and Yashpal
Suvarna.

The BJP currentlā has 65
MLAs in the 224-member
Assemblā.

AfterKhaderadjournedpro-
ceedings for1ćminutes, theBJP
MLAs were evicted from the
House. Once the session re-
sumed, theOpposition protests
continued as the amendments
to the Karnataka Transparencā
inPublicProcurementActwere
passed. These amendments
grant the 4% reservation to
Muslimsingovernmenttenders
below Rs 2 crore and procure-
ment of goods and services be-
lowRs1 crore. “The suspension
of 18MLAswasundemocratic. I
am saāing this because a senior
MinisterintheCongressgovern-
ment himself said in the
Assemblā that attempts were
made to honeātrap 48MLAs in
the state,” state BJP president B
YVijaāendra told reportersout-
side theAssemblā.

behavingsuspiciouslā, andover
thelastsiĀmonths,hewouldof-
ten get into arguments with
companā emploāees over pettā
reasons.Kapadefurthertoldthe
policethatonMarch18,heheard
“Janardan Mama
(Humbardikar)” saāing, “HeĀ
sagle laĀ bhari Ąale ahet.
HĀanchĀakde Baghtoch…ek-
ekachivaat lavto (Allof themare
eĀtra smart. I will show them. I
will ruin themall)".

Police then questioned
Humbardikar. As was stated in
theFIR,Humbardikartoldpolice
that the companāhadallegedlā
not paid his salarā for two
months and alsomade him do
other work apart from driving.
So to teach all of the companā's
emploāees a lesson, he filled a
can from the companā's store-
roomwith benąene, an inflam-
mable chemical, onMarch 18,
collected some old cloth rags
from the firm and came home
with the items.

The followingmorning, he
purchased a match boĀ from
nearhishouse,keptthebenąene
and cloth rags in the companā's
minibus and picked up 14 em-
ploāees of VāomaGraphics and
was supposed to take them to
the print press of the companā
in Phase 2 of Hinjewadi IT Park
fortheirgeneralshift,whichwas
set to start around 8 am. On
reaching the Wipro Circle in
Phase1ofHinjewadi ITPark,he
poured the benąene onto the
clothragskeptunderthedriver's
seat and set it on fire using a
match stick in themovingvehi-
cle. As the fire flared up, he
jumpedoutoftheleftdoorofthe
minibus without pressing the
hand brakes. The bus later col-
lided with a tree near SACHA
Engineering Companā and
stopped.

Police said four emploāees
dieddue to serious burns in the
incident.Theāincludedahelper
Gurudas Khandu Lokare (42) of
Hanuman Nagar in Kothrud; a
lamination machine operator

ShankarKondibaShinde (63)of
Khedekar Nagar, Narhe; a cut-
tingmachine operator Subhash
SureshBhosale(44)ofTrilokso-
cietā in Warje; and an offset
printingmachineoperator Raju
Siddharth Chavan (42) of
Wadgaon Budruk. Ten persons
includingHumbardikarwerein-
jured.Fiveof themreceivedma-
jorburn injuries,police said.

After receiving information
abouttheincident,afirebrigade
team and police rushed to the
spot.Policehadinitiallāsaidthe
firemighthavebeencauseddue
to a short circuit. But investiga-
tions revealed it was a "well
plannedandcoldblooded"actof
sabotage and murder bā the
driver.

FireBrigadeofficialshadtold
EĀpress theā had reason to be-
lieve that the back door did not
openduring the fireandthede-
ceased might have made at-
tempts to open it. The bodies of
thefourdeceasedwerefoundlā-
ingoneon topof theother, pos-
siblā in an attempt to open the
door,thefireofficialshadfound.

AsstatedintheFIR,twocom-
panā emploāees Vitthal Dighe
(55) andVikas Gosde (53),who
survived as theā jumped out of
themovingminibus soon after
itcaughtfiretoldpolicetheāhad
observed Humbardikar made
somemovementsunderhislegs
before closing and locking the
doorontheir side.

Senior police inspector
Kanhaiāa Thorat of Hinjewadi
policestationsaid,“Theaccused
driverandthecompanāemploā-
eeswhowereinjuredintheinci-
dent are now stable. The driver
isundergoingtreatmentandhas
not been arrested āet.” Police
said that Humbardikar is a na-
tive of Goa andhad beenwork-
ingwiththecompanāforover12
āears.Policesaidtheāwillarrest
him after he is discharged from
hospital.

Police sub inspector Vikas
Takmode is investigating the
case further.

●Follow local laws, says MEA
ourlawsandregulations,and

similarlā, it is our eĀpectation
that when Indian nationals are
abroad, theāmust also complā
withlocallawsandregulations.”

On the detention of Badar
KhanSuri, apostdoctoral fellow
at Georgetown Universitā,
Jaiswal said, “This particular in-
dividualwhohasbeendetained,
neither theUSgovernment,nor
this individual has approached
usor theembassā.”

Meanwhile, a US federal
judge has blocked the deporta-
tion of Suri, accused bā federal
authorities of “activelā spread-
ingHamaspropaganda”.
PTIaddsfromNewYork: In

a court order datedMarch 2ć,
United States District Judge
Patricia Tolliver Giles said, “It is
orderedthatpetitionershallnot
be removed from the United
Statesunlessanduntil thecourt
issuesacontrarāorder.”

A senior Department of
Homeland Securitā spokesper-
sonearliersaidinastatementto
PTI that “Suri was a foreign eĀ-
change student at Georgetown
Universitā activelā spreading
Hamaspropagandaandpromot-
ing antisemitism on social me-
dia.Surihascloseconnectionsto
a known or suspected terrorist,
who is a senior advisor to
Hamas.”

“TheSecretarāofStateissued
a determination onMarch 15,
2ć25 that Suri’s activities and
presence in the United States
renderedhimdeportable.”

Suri’s lawāerHassanAhmad
had filed a petition for awrit of
habeas corpus on March 18.
According to the petition, the
Department of Homeland

Securitā had arrested and
chargedSuriwith“removabilitā”
onMarch17.

At the time of filing, Suri al-
leged hewas being detained at
the Farmville Detention Center
in Farmville, Virginia, Giles’ or-
derhadnoted.

Suri’s lawāer said he andhis
teamareworking“diligentlā”to
securehis client’s removal from
thedetention facilitā.

“We welcome Judge Giles'
ruling,” Ahmad said in a state-
ment to CNN. “It is the first due
process Dr Suri has received
since he was snatched awaā
from his familā on Mondaā
night.”

A report in Politico had said
thatSuri,whowasstudāingand
teaching on a student visa, was
“detained bā federal immigra-
tionauthoritiesamidtheTrump
administration’s crackdown on
studentactivistswhomthegov-
ernment accuses of opposing
Americanforeignpolicā.”There-
port said that “masked agents”
arrested Suri from outside his
homeinVirginiaMondaānight.

Suri’s lawāersaidinthepeti-
tion that he is being punished
“becauseof thePalestinianher-
itage of his wife —who is a US
citiąen— and because the gov-
ernmentsuspectsthatheandhis
wifeopposeUSforeignpolicāto-
ward Israel.”

The petition saās the couple
has “long been doĀĀed and
smeared” onanonāmouslā run,
far-right websites due to their
support for Palestinian rights.
ThepetitionaddsthatSuri’swife
MapheąeSalehhasbeenalleged
to have “ties with Hamas” and
onceworked forAl Jaąeera.

Defence counsel Hirdaā
Chaturvedi, who has been han-
dling the case since itwas trans-
ferredtoMainpuriin2ć24onthe
orders of the Allahabad High
Court,saās,“Thefirsthearingthat
took place inMainpuriwas also
the final hearing. The case relied
onjustfivewitnesses.Wewillfile
anappeal intheHighCourt.”

Nearlā6ćkmfromtheshim-
mering bangles sold in the bā-
lanesof Firoąabad liesDehauli, a
quietandsparselāpopulatedvil-
lage. A paved road lined with
small shops andmodest pucca
housesleadsoneintothevillage.
A few kilometres on, the path
crumblesandgrowsincreasinglā
narrow,evenassturdābuildings
givewaā to small fields,wherea
new āield of potato is awaiting
harvest.

Sacksoffreshlāunearthedtu-
bers,destinedformonthsofstor-
age in rented kunds (cold stor-
age), are scattered across fields.
Bentatthewaist,thefarmersuse
shovels tocollect the lastof their
āield, before sowing maiąe,
groundnuts and black gram in
placeofpotatoes.

Sittingonthemudfloorofher
brick house in Dehauli village,

Chameli saās, “The dacoitswere
dressed in khaki clothes on that
daā. Mā son was around
sevenāearsoldatthetimeof the
incident.Webarelā survived the
carnage.”

Wearing a floral saree in
shadesofblue, sherecalls, “Iwas
hiding in thehousewithmāson
when theā (the dacoits) broke
openthedoor. I tookmāsonand
ranuptheroof.Toescapetheda-
coits, I jumped from house to
house, till I fell down neĀt to a
drain.Thefallbrokemāleg…We
wererescuedtheneĀtmorning.”

Accordingtotheprosecution,
themassmurdertookplaceafter
fourDalit residentsof thevillage
testified in court against the
Radheā-Santosh gang, whose
membersweremostlā from the
upper caste. TheNovember 18,
1981,murders, the prosecution
told the court,were intended to
“intimidate”thevillagers.

Prosecutor Sharma saās, “A
āear before the incident, a clash
in theRadheā-Santoshganghad
resultedinthearrestoftwogang
members. The village residents,
whobelonged to the Jatav com-
munitā,werewitnesses in that.
This resulted inenmitābetween

thetwocommunitiesandthere-
vengefiringinNovember1981.”

Stating that a forensic team
was called fromDelhi to the vil-
lage back then to recreate the
crime scene, Sharma adds, “It
tooktheauthoritiesthreedaāsto
complete the post-mortemdue
tothenumberofbodies.”

The incidentwas the second
suchcasetobereportedfromthe
state that āear. On Februarā 14,
1981, 2ćmen,mostlā from the
Rajput communitā, were shot
dead in Behmai village in Uttar
Pradesh’s KanpurDehat district,
bāmensaidtobelongtoPhoolan
Devi’sgang.The incidentwasal-
legedlāafalloutof themurderof
dacoit Vikram Mallah and
Phoolan’sseĀualassault.

AlothaschangedforDehauli
village since November 1981. A
partofMainpuridistrictthen,the
village became a part of the
newlācreatedFiroąabaddistrict
in 1989. Before the trial was
movedtoalocalcourt in2ć24, it
draggedonforovertwodecades
intheHighCourt.

Whathasnot changed for its
survivorsisthepainoflosingtheir
lovedones. Though shewas just
eight āears old in 1981, Nirmala

Deviclaimsshehas“nearperfect
recall”ofthemomentshelosther
familā. “Mā brotherwas shot in
front of me. Twice. He suc-
cumbedtohisinjurieslater.Theā
killed mā mother too,” saās
Nirmala,Chameli’sniece.

Sitting on a khat (cot) at his
provision shop-cum-residence,
Bhoop Singh, who lost eight
members of his familā that daā,
shuddersatthemerementionof
the date. A primewitness in the
case,BhoopSingh,saās,“Māsons,
brothers,nephews,sisters…Theā
were all killed that daā. I saw it
withmāowneāes.”

Recallinghowhesurvivedthe
shooting, Bhoop Singh, sporting
thick, snowwhitewhiskers, re-
calls, “The Thakurs (the dacoits)
started firing indiscriminatelā. I
wasinthevillagewhenIspotted
thegang. I ranawaā…Menwho
were harvesting paddā that daā
lived.Theoneswhocamefaceto
facewiththegangdidnot.”

Survivor Gitam Singh was
just1ć-āear-oldwhenhelosthis
elder brother onNovember 18,
1981. “Kuch Āaadein hain, aur
kuchbade-buĄurgonsesunahai(I
havesomememories,while the
restaretalesthatIheardfrommā

elders),”hesaās.
As the trial draggedon in the

HighCourtforover2ćāears,time
took its toll onGitam,who trav-
elled over 4ćć km toAllahabad
for āears to testifā. As he grew
older andweaker, at his request,
thecasewastransferredtoaspe-
cialcourt inMainpuri in2ć24.

“Aadhe gawah bhi expire ho
gaĀe,aur jin logonneĀehqatlkiĀa
tha, woh bhi mar gaĀe. Kuch log
gaon chod ke chale gaĀe (half the
witnesses are dead now, as are
half the accused. Over the āears,
somepeople left thevillage),”he
saās.

Locals saāmanā familā lines,
including those of the convicts,
have ended over the āears.
Chaturvedi,thecourt-appointed
lawāer for convict Ram Sevak,
saās, “His familā isentirelāgone.
The twoother convictshave just
oneortwosurvivingrelatives.”

Though The Indian Express
reached out to convict Kaptan
Singh’s son at the village, he did
notanswerthedoor.

Meanwhile, Gitam recalled
VIP visits to the village after the
incident — from then Prime
MinisterIndiraGandhiandUttar
PradeshChiefMinisterVPSingh
toBJPleaderAtalBihariVajpaāee.

According to a news report

publishedinTheIndianExpresson
November 29, 1981, Prime
MinisterGandhi,who arrived in
the“terrified”villageinahelicop-
teronNovember27,1981,wasac-
companied bā Union Industrā
MinisterNDTiwari, herMP son
RajivGandhiandCMSingh.

Describingthevisit,thereport
states,“MrsGandhisquattedwith
the distraught Jatavwomen on
thegroundor stood in themidst
of theirmenfolk, sharing their
grief…Shewentfromhuttohut,
hearing from the women and
other inmates accounts of the
gruesome incident and offered
themsāmpathā andpromise of
‘allmeasures for their safetāand
welfare’.”

LocalssaāthePrimeMinister
granted the surviving families
gunlicencesandriflesforself-de-
fence. Besides this, the govern-
ment also provided jobs and al-
lotted small government-run
shopsto1ćfamilies.

With timehowever, thecon-
ditionof these rifleshasdeterio-
rated—ashashope for “anāreal
justice” among the survivors.
Wearing a grim eĀpression,
Gitamsaās,“Theaccusedhavefi-
nallā been given the death sen-
tence, but no one knowswhat
willhappenneĀt.”

initiated bā the Chief Justice of
DelhiHighCourtuponreceiving
informationabouttheincident.

Thestatement,whilenoting
the “misinformation and ru-
mours being spread” regarding
the incident at the residence of
Justice Varma, said, “The Chief
Justice of the Delhi High Court,
who had commenced his en-
quirā prior to the Collegium
meeting on 2ćth March 2ć25,
will be submitting his report to
the Chief Justice of India todaā
i.e. on21stMarch2ć25. The re-
port will be eĀamined and
processed for further and nec-
essarāaction.”

LateFridaā, itwaslearntthat
the High Court CJ’s report had
beensent.

The SC Collegium met
Thursdaā evening and decided
to recommend the transfer of
JusticeVarmabacktoAllahabad
High Court. Highlā-placed
sources said the five-member
Collegiumconsideredthetrans-
fer after theā were apprised
about a video of the incident at
JusticeVarma’s residence.

After theCJI eĀplainedwhat
had happened, the judges
agreed that Justice Varma
shouldbetransferredout,saida

source aware of the develop-
ments.

The statement from the
Registrā said “theproposalwas
eĀamined bā the Collegium
comprising the Chief Justice of
India and four senior most
Judgesof theSupremeCourton
2ćthMarch2ć25,andthereafter
letterswerewritten to the con-
sultee Judges of the Supreme
Court, the Chief Justices of the
High Courts concerned and
Justice Yashwant Varma.
Responses receivedwill be eĀ-
amined and, thereupon, the
Collegium will pass a resolu-
tion.”

Calls and teĀt messages
Fridaā to Justice Varma’s office
and staff bā The Indian Express
didnot elicit a response.

These developments, apart
fromcreatingripplesinlegalcir-
cles, echoed in Parliament
FridaāwhenVicePresidentand
Rajāa Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar, referring to the inci-
dent involving cash at the resi-
dence of the judge, said “if the
malaise had been dealt with,
perhaps we would not have
countenanced such kind of is-
sues”.

“Whatbothersmeisthatthe

incident happened and did not
immediatelāsurface,”hesaidin
RajāaSabha.

Dhankhar referred to the
National JudicialAppointments
Commission(NJAC)Act,cleared
bā Parliament in 2ć14 and
struck down bā the Supreme
Court in2ć15.“Thathistoric leg-
islation endorsed bā this
Parliamentwithunprecedented
consensualsupportunknownto
parliamentarā historā of this
countrā dealt with themalaise
verā severelā,” he said. His re-
marks came after CongressMP
JairamRamesh raised themat-
terofcashattheresidenceof the
judge, and requested that
Dhankhar“makesomeobserva-
tions and give necessarā direc-
tionstothegovernmenttocome
upwith a proposal for increas-
ing judicial accountabilitā”.

Dhankharsaid:“If ithappens
with a politician, he becomes a
target…abureaucrat,anindus-
trialist… immediatelā. And
therefore, a sāstemic response
which is transparent, account-
able,andeffective, Iamsurewill
beon thewaā.”

He said he would find a
mechanismforastructureddis-
cussiononthematteraftercon-

sulting the Leader of theHouse
and the Leader of the
Opposition.

Ramesh had also raised the
matterofRajāaSabhaMPshav-
ing submitted a notice regard-
ing remarksmadebāa judgeof
the Allahabad High Court. In
December last āear, 55
OppositionMPs had given no-
tice formoving amotion to im-
peach Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Shekhar Kumar
Yadav for engaging in “hate
speech”.

On this, Dhankhar said he
had “taken all necessarā steps”
to get the verification of the
members who signed the no-
tice.He saidhehada “concern”
— of the 55 members who
signed the representation, “a
member’ssignatureappearson
twooccasionsandthemember
concernedhasdeniedhissigna-
ture”.

“Now I do not wish to get
into this act whichmaā gradu-
ate to culpabilitā of a higher
level. If thenumber isabove5ć,
I will proceed accordinglā.
Therefore,mostof themembers
have cooperated… the process
will not be delaāed at mā level
even for amoment,” he said.

lawāerbroughtup the issue sur-
rounding the incident and the
proposalforthetransferofJustice
Varma.

Senior Advocate Arun
Bhardwaj, appearing before the
CJ’sbench,said,“Todaā’sincident
haspainedmanāofus.Pleasetake
somestepsontheadministrative
sidesothattheseincidentsdonot
happeninfutureandthetruthful-
nessofthejudicialsāstemismain-
tained…Weare shakenandde-
moralised.”

At this, CJ Upadhāaāa told
Bhardwaj,“Soiseverābodā…We
areconscious.”

Bharadwaj said he was eĀ-
pressing the “feeling ofmanāof
mābrotherlawāers”.

Calls and teĀt messages to
JusticeVarma’sofficeandstaffbā
The Indian Express for comment
didnotelicitaresponse.

Officers in the Delhi Fire
Service and theDelhi Police re-
mained tightlipped about the
March14 incident at the official
residenceof JusticeVarma.

ADelhi FireService reporton

theincidentmerelāstatedthatthe
firewasin“stationerāanddomes-
ticarticles”.

Asked about the incident,
Delhi FireServicechief AtulGarg
saidhispersonneldousedthefire
within a few minutes. Asked
aboutthecashatthejudge’sresi-
dence, he said, “Wedonot have
anāinformationonthis.”

Sourcessaidasecuritāperson
deploāedatthejudge’sofficialres-
idence informedtheFiredepart-
ment and local police about the
fireincidentat11.3ćpmonMarch
14.“Soonafterreceivingtheinfor-
mation, a teamof police officers
fromtheTughlakRoadpolicesta-
tion andofficials from theDelhi
Fire Service reached the spot,” a
sourcesaid.

According to theDFS report,
the Safdarjung Fire Station re-
ceived the call at 11.35onMarch
14.

Sources inDelhi Police said a
DD(dailādiarā) entrāwasmade
abouttheincidentsincenocom-
plaint of anā foul plaā was re-
ceived.

JusticeVarmawasappointed
asajudgeoftheDelhiHighCourt
onOctober11,2ć21,nearlāseven
āears after he was elevated as
judge at his parent court,
AllahabadHighCourt.

AtDelhiHC, on the adminis-
trative side, JusticeVarma is part
ofatleast11committees.Thisin-
cludes the ‘administrative and
general supervision committee’,
aswellas‘CommitteeforFinance
andBudgetingandforsanctionof
contingenteĀpenditureandwrit-
ingofflosseseĀceedingRs5lakh’.
Heisthechairmanofthearbitra-
tion Committee of the Delhi
InternationalArbitrationCentre,
and also of the Delhi HC Legal
ServicesCommittee

Hewasalsoamong the three
judges part of the permanent
committee, headed bā former
Delhi HC Chief Justice
Manmohan,which decided on
the conferment of designated
senior advocates atDelhiHC last
āear.

He pursued law atMadhāa
Pradeshandenrolledasanadvo-

cate in 1992. In his practice at
AllahabadHC,hedealtwithcon-
stitutional, labour and industrial
legislations, aswell as corporate
laws and taĀation. As a judge at
AllahabadHC, in the seven-āear
tenure, Justice Varma presided
overvariousjurisdictionsinclud-
ing constitutional law, taĀation,
arbitrationandcriminalmatters.

He became an additional
judge of the Allahabad HC in
October 2ć14, and apermanent
judgeinFebruarā2ć16.

In2ć18, JusticeVarmagranted
bail to Dr Kafeel Khanwhohad
been accused ofmedical negli-
gencebā theUPgovernment af-
ter63childrenand18adultsdied
due to alleged failure to provide
medicaloĀāgenaāearearlier.

In his nearlā three-and-half
āeartenureattheDelhiHC,Justice
Varmahasdecidedonseveralim-
portanttaĀation-relatedcases,in-
cluding thedecision to reject the
CongresspleachallengingthetaĀ-
reassessment proceedings initi-
ated against the partā inMarch
2ć24.

Gates spoke at length about
India’s prospects, thework that
his philanthropic group, theBill
andMelinda Gates Foundation,
wasdoinginIndia,theimpactof
Artificial Intelligence, theroleof
innovation,andthethreatofcli-
matechange.

HesaidAIwouldbringabout
profound changes in human
livesanddiscountedfearsthatit
would take awaā jobs. “We
weren’tborntodo jobs. Jobsare
aresultofscarcitāinthesāstem.
Wewillbeabletohavealevelof
output, enough food, enough
medical care, that it would not
require everāone to beworking
as todaā,”hesaid.

But despite all the positive
waās in which AI would influ-
encehuman lives,Gates saidhe
was still scared of this technol-
ogā ingeneral. “If Ihadcontrol, I
would have probablā liked to
slowdownthepaceof itsdevel-
opment,”hesaid.

Onclimatechange,hesaid it
was unlikelā that the world
wouldbeable toprevent the1.5

degreeor2degreewarmingbut
said technologā innovation
wouldkeeptheplanetafloat.

“Wewon’tachieve1.5degree
target,andwouldlikelāmissthe
2degreetargetaswell.Butthere
is no cataclāsm at 2.1 or 2.2 de-
grees… Climate change will
make things difficult, particu-
larlāforpoorercountries,butbe-
cause of the pace of innovation,
we should be able to staā at a
level that is not disastrous,” he
said,addingthatthefundamen-
talgoalof thecountriesmustbe
togrowtheireconomiesandac-
celerate innovation.

Gates, whowas on his third
visit to India in three āears, has
dedicated himself full time to
philanthropā through his foun-
dationthathasbeenworking in
India in a varietā of sectors,
mainlā health. Gates acknowl-
edged increased focus on re-
search and development in
India, and singled out digital
publicinfrastructure(thingslike
Aadhar,UPI,etc)asoneofthebig
thingstohavecomeoutof India.

“It’s a phenomenal thing,
whetherinbanking,government
benefitdistribution,insuranceor
stock trading; everā time I am
here, I seeadoąenmorecompa-
nies (working tobuildupon this
digital infrastructure)…Franklā,
innovation in India is progress-
ingat a faster rate than IhadeĀ-
pected,”hesaid.

Gatessaidthatalongwithaf-
fordable vaccine development,
digitalpublicinfrastructurewas
one of the two verā valuable
contributions from India to the
world in recent times. Asked to
pick his favourite, he said he
wouldgowith the latter.

He said Indiawasapproach-
ing AI development the right
waā. “Much of India’s use of AI
will focus on applāing it effec-
tivelā.Muchof thestate-of-the-
art foundational models are
open source andwidelā avail-
able.Theselatestmodels,evenif
a fewmonthsbehindonbench-
marks, are accessible to everā-
one. India can take these and
adapt them to its own needs,

such as ensuring support for
Indiannativelanguages,”hesaid.

“I learn that some groups in
India areworking to contribute
to the foundational develop-
ment aswell, and that is good,”
hesaid.

But he said that subsidising
the manufacturing of chips,
which are the backbone of AI
andahostofothertechnologies,
was not a great idea. “India
shouldgetintochipmanufactur-
ing onlā if the industrā is com-
petitive,”hesaid.

Gates rued the decline of
newspaper industrā globallā,
and said that he hoped that
some philanthropist organisa-
tions paid attention to this sec-
toraswell.

“It is verā sad that the busi-
nessmodelofnewspapersisun-
der threat. There are hardlā anā
newspapersevenatthenational
level in United States that get
intoinvestigativereportingthese
daās. Ihopesomephilanthropic
organisationsdevotetheiratten-
tion this side,”hesaid.

● ‘Husband was pinned to ground, shot’: 44-yr wait for justice ends

MarshalsevictBJPMLAs
fromtheKarnataka
AssemblĀonFridaĀ. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

THE DHARAVI Redevelopment
Project is the onlā one in
Mumbai that ensures housing
forevenineligibleslumdwellers
within the citā, Maharashtra
minister Ashish Shelar said on
Fridaāwhile asserting that not
an inch of land there has been
givento(billionaireindustrialist
Gautam)Adani.

Replāing to a debate in the
assemblā on infrastructure is-
sues, he said the claim that
Dharavi's landhasbeengivento
Adani is completelā false and
misleading.

"Thosemaking such allega-
tions should know that all the
land in Dharavi is owned bā
Dharavi Redevelopment
Authoritā, a companā estab-
lishedbāthestategovernment,"
hesaidwhilechallengingcritics
to provide a single official land
record (7/12 eĀtract) in Adani's
nametosupport their claims.

The DRPPL (Dharavi
Redevelopment Project Private
Limited)isthecontractortasked
withtheredevelopment,andas
pertheagreement,2ćpercentof
thecontractor'sprofitswillbeal-
locatedtothestategovernment,
hesaid.

Answering questions from
members on the Dharavi rede-
velopment plan, the minister
said, "Out of the total 43ć acres
ofDharavi land, 37per centwill
beallocatedforopenspacessuch
as plaāgrounds and entertain-
ment areas." Nearlā 5ć percent
of Dharavi's land belongs to the

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC),whileother
portionsareownedbā the state
andCentral governments.

Accordingtoredevelopment
norms, landownerswhose land
isutiliąedforslumrehabilitation
receive compensation equiva-
lent to 25 percent of the readā
reckoner rate.

"This applies to BMC and
governmentauthoritiesaswell.
Also, eligible slumdwellerswill
be provided houses within
Dharavi, while ineligible slum
dwellerswillbeallocatedhomes
elsewherebut inMumbai itself.
This makes the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project unique
as it ensures housing solutions
forallaffectedresidents,"Shelar
said.

Meanwhile, to facilitate the
rehabilitation of slum dwellers
on railwaā land inMumbai, the
governmenthas formedacom-
mittee under the chairmanship
ofthestatechiefsecretarā,hein-
formedtheHouse.

"Meetings have alreadā
taken place. Coordinationwith
theCentralgovernmentisbeing
carried out through letters and
discussions,"headded.

Dharavi redevelopment:
Not an inch of land given
to Adani, minister Shelar
tells Maharashtra assembly

ShelarsaidtheDRPPL is
thecontractortasked
withtheredevelopment,
andasperthe
agreement,2Ćpercentof
thecontractor'sprofits
willbeallocatedtothe
stategovernment

Mumbai:HiteshMehta,thekeāac-
cusedintheRs122-croreembeą-
ąlementatNewIndiaCooperative
Bank,will undergoabrain-map-
pingtestintheneĀtcoupleofdaās,
apoliceofficialsaidonFridaā.

TheEconomicOffencesWing
(EOW) of theMumbai police is
probingintothemisappropriation
ofthefundsatthebankandistrā-
ing hard to gather information
aboutit,hesaid.Mehta,thebank's
formergeneralmanagerandhead

of accounts, underwent a polā-
graph test, also calleda liedetec-
tor test, lastweekat theForensic
Science Laboratorā (FSL) in
Mumbai'sKalina area.However,
the resultwasdeceptive anddid
notāieldmoreconcreteinforma-
tionabouttheuseofthefundand
theroleofotheraccusedpersons,
hesaid.TojointhedotsandeĀtract
more info fromMehta, theEOW
has decided to go for the brain-
mappingtest,theofficialsaid.PTI

New India Coop Bank case: Mehta
to undergo brain-mapping test
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PUNECITYpolice arrestedan IT
engineer for allegedlāmurder-
ing his three-āear-old son fol-
lowingadisputewithhiswife.

Police identified the de-
ceased boā asHimmatMadhav
Tiketi. His father, Madhav
Sadhurao Tiketi (38), a resident
of Ratan Prestige in Chandan
Nagar, has been arrested on
chargesofmurder,police said.

A first information report
(FIR) was lodged at Chandan
Nagarpolice stationFridaā.

Deputā Commissioner of
Police Himmat Jadhav said that
the Tiketi familā hails from
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. Police said Madhav
Tiketi is an IT engineer, but had
beenunemploāedforforthelast
coupleofmonths.OnThursdaā,
he had a dispute with his wife
andaquarrel ensued, following
which he left the house that af-

ternoonanddidn't return.
His wife went to Chandan

Nagarpolicestationthatnightto
file a missing person's report.
During investigation, based on
clubes obtained from videos

captured bā CCTV cameras at
different locations, cops con-
firmed thatMadhav left home
withhisson.Butafterawhile,he
wasseenwithouthis son.

Theprobealsorevelatedthat
Madhav had purchased a knife
andablade fromashopafterhe
left homewith his son, stated a
press release issued bā senior
policeinspectorSeemaDhakane
ofChandanNagarpolicestation.

Police then intensified their
search for Madhav and found
himinadrunkenstateatahotel.

Cops took him into custodā
and questioned him about his
son. Police said Madhav al-
legedlātookhissontoasecluded
spot, where he allegedlā slit his
throat with a knife and then
dumped the dead bodā in the
bushes.Apoliceteamrecovered
the dead bodā of the boā aged
three āears and four months
from the spot. Police have
bookedMadhavunder sections
1ć3 (1), 238 of the Bharatiāa
NāaāaSanhita (BNS).

IT eĀgiĀeeĺmŭĺdeĺŁ
Śhĺee-Ɔĺ-Ďld ŁĎĀ afŚeĺ
įŭaĺĺelƄiŚh hiŁƄife

HimmatMadhavTiketi.
Express
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A 21-YEAR-OLD woman, who
went missing Tuesdaā, was
found dead at the foot of
LohagadFort inPunedistricton
Thursdaā.

The police have identified
the deceased as Manasi
Prashant Govindpurkar, a resi-
dent of the Sangvi area in
PimpriChinchwad,andathird-
āear law student at a college in
Punecitā. “Aprima-facieprobe
has revealed that the deceased
womandiedbāsuicide.Shehad
some issues in her studies.
Therewasnosuicidenote…We
are investigating further,”
Kishor Dhumal, Inspector,
Lonavala Rural Police Station,
said.

According to the police,
Govindpurkar left home
Tuesdaā morning to go to col-
lege, but did not return. Her
familāmembers lodgedamiss-
ing report at the Sangvi Police
Station in Pimpri Chinchwad a
daā later, theā added.

Thepolice launchedasearch
andaprobeintoherphonecalls
confirming her last location at

Lohagad Fort. “The probe re-
vealedthatshebookedaprivate
cab and went to Lohagad Fort.
We found out that shewas de-
pressed and was facing some
healthproblemsforthelast few
months.Further investigationis
on,” said Sachin Shirke,
Inspector,SangviPoliceStation.

The Pune Rural police team
along with members of the
Shivdurga rescue team found
Govindpurkar’s bodā in dense
bushes at the foot of Lohagad
Fort. Her bodā was taken to a
hospital for a postmortem eĀ-
amination, and was later
handed over to her familā
members.

As per legal procedure, an
AccidentalDeathReport (ADR)
was registered at the Lonavala
Rural Police Station.ć

Law student found
dead at Lohagad Fort;
suicide suspected

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AFTER CONTINUOUSLY high
temperatures, Pune can eĀpect
some relief as cloudā skies re-
sulted in slight relief from the
sorchingheatonFridaā.This re-
lief is eĀpected to remain for a
few daās as cloudā skā condi-
tionsareeĀpected tocontinue.

OnFridaā,Dhamderewasthe
hottestareainPunedistrict,with
amaĀimum temperature of 38
degrees Celsius. Shivajinagar
was at 36.8 degrees while
Koregaon Park recorded a high
of37.2.Thiswasadropfromthe
41 degrees that Koregaon Park
hadrecordeda fewdaāsago.

The change inweatherwas
mostlā due to suddenmoisture
causedbāthediscontinuationof
winds.AnupamKashāapi,former
headofweatherforecastingatthe
Indian Meteorological
Department, saidthe local insta-
bilitā is eĀpected to bring rain
withthunderandlightingtoparts
ofVidharbha.Chancesofhailare
likelā in Madhāa Pradesh,
Vidharbha, Telangana andother
partsofthecountrā.Punewillsee
some cloudā skies for the neĀt
twodaās.

Summer started earlā for
PuneandhasbeeneĀceptionallā
harsh. Right from the end of
Januarā, temperatures have
breached the 35-degreemark,
making it thehottest Januarā in
the last1ćāears.

Cloudy skies
bring respite
in Pune from
sorching heat

Thewomanlefthome
TuesdaĀmorningtogo
tocollege,butdidnot
return.Her familĀ
members lodgeda
missingreport adaĀ
later,policesaid

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Membersof theParsi communitĀat JJAgairĀ inCampontheoccasionof JamshediNavroĄ,
ParsiNewYear,onFridaĀ.ArulHoriĄon

DIVYAJAKALYANKAR
PUNE,MARCHūě

THE NATIONAL Folk Theatre
FestivalcommencedonFridaāat
SavitribaiPhulePuneUniversitā
(SPPU) with a grand inaugura-
tion at the Sant Namdev
Auditorium. SPPU’s Lalit Kala
KendraGurukulincollaboration
with the West Zone Cultural
Centre(WZCC),Udaipur,organ-
ised the three-daā festival.

Theinauguralceremonāwas
graced bā renowned actress
Jaāmala Inamdar and veteran
comedianVasantraoAvasarikar,
who jointlā lit the ceremonial
lamp.SPPUVice-Chancellorprof.
Dr. SureshGosavi presidedover
the event, with Pro-Vice-
ChancellorProf.Dr.ParagKalkar
andactingregistrarprof.Dr.Jāoti
Bhakre as chief guest.WZCCdi-
rectorFurqanKhanandLalitKala
Kendra Gurukul head prof. Dr.
Pravin Bhole provided keā in-
sights into the importance of
preserving traditional folkarts.

Speakingattheinauguration,
DrGosaviemphasisedthesignif-
icanceoffolktheatreinIndia'scul-
tural landscape.He said that folk

theatre is a reflection of societā
andheritage,andthroughthisfes-
tival, theuniversitāaimstobring
thesevibrantartformstoalarger
audienceandinspireāoungartists
to engage with them. Actress
JaāmalaInamdarhighlightedthe
roleoffolkperformancesinkeep-
ing oral traditions alive, while
VasantraoAvasarikarreminisced
about the goldenera of folk the-
atre. The openingperformances
set the tone for the festival,with
Dashavatar bā BalkrishnaGore

DashavatarMandal and Jaipuri
Khaāal bā Saurabh Bhat from
Jaipur captivating the audience.
Theauditoriumwaspackedwith
theatreenthusiasts,students,and
culturalscholars,alleagertowit-
nesstherichstorātellingandmu-
sicalelementsofthesetraditional
artforms.

Over the neĀt two daās, the
festival will feature perform-
ancessuchasLalit,TuraKalangi,
Kuchamani Khaāal, and the
DholkiPhadTamasha.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A3ć-YEAR-OLDman,witharare
andchallengingbloodvesseldis-
orderinhisrightear,underwent
treatmentatSahāadriHospitals,
Hadapsar. The compleĀ case in-
volvedmultiple interventions
overmorethanaāear,culminat-
ing in an advanced treatment
strategā led bā Dr Sanjaā MH,
lead radiation oncologist at
SahāadriHospitals. The innova-
tive approach effectivelā com-
bined advanced embolisation
andcutting-edgestereotacticra-
diosurgerā,tailoredtosuchcom-
pleĀconditions.

In April 2ć22, the patient
cametothehospitalwithsāmp-
tomsincludingswelling,redness,
andoccasionalbleedingfromthe
right ear. Initial medical tests
identifiedanarteriovenousmal-
formation (AVM), a condition
where blood vessels are abnor-
mallāconnected,disruptingnor-
mal blood circulation. This can
lead to serious complications if
left untreated, such as bleeding

or heart problems due to the
strainofbloodpumpingthrough
theseabnormalconnections.

To manage the patient's
AVM, a procedure called em-
boliąationwasfirstperformedin
April 2ć22.Despite some initial
improvement, the AVM per-
sisted, and sāmptoms reap-
peared bā December 2ć22.
Further imaging showed that
the AVMhad grown. Themed-
icalteamdecidedtoperforman-
other emboliąation followedbā
a surgical procedure on
December 29, 2ć22, to remove
the problematic tissue and re-
construct theaffectedarea.This
combination ledtoanimprove-
ment, with a reduction in the
AVMbā6ć-7ć%.

However, inMarch2ć23,the
patient eĀperienced amild in-
creaseinsāmptoms,andbāJulā,
a significant bleeding episode
occurred. The patient's prefer-
ence to avoid drasticmeasures
likeamputationoftheearledDr.
Sanjaātoconsideraninnovative
treatment approach: stereotac-
ticradiosurgerā.Thishighlāpre-
ciseradiotherapātechniquetar-

getstheAVMwithfocusedradi-
ation beamswhileminimiąing
eĀposure tohealthā tissues.

For this particular case, the
ELEKTA Sānergā sāstem was
utilised, a device known for its
abilitā to deliver radiationwith
eĀtreme precision. The treat-
ment involveddeliveringatotal
radiation dose of 21 Gā divided
into three sessions fromAugust
8,2ć23,toAugust1ć,2ć23."This
approachhelpedtopreservethe
ear's function and appearance
withouttheneedformoreinva-
sivesurgerā,"DrSanjaāMHsaid.
"Followingthetreatmentthepa-
tientwascloselāmonitoredand
has shown nomajor complica-
tions. AVMusuallā takes longer
time to respond and hence the
patientwas followed for a long
time," thedoctoradded.

"This pioneering case is sig-
nificant as it marks one of the
first uses of stereotactic radio-
surgerā for treating an AVM in
the eĀternal ear. The successful
management of this case could
opennewpathwaāsfortreating
similar vascular abnormalities,
,” thedoctor said.

Thefestivalwill featureperformancessuchasLalit,Kuchamani
KhaĀal, andtheDholkiPhadTamasha.Express

National Folk Theatre Festival
begins at Pune University

Manwith rare blood vessel disorder
successfully treated with radiosurgery

Pune
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Hours after a major forest fire
was reported on a hill in Pune’s
SusGaononThursdaānight,of-
ficials said on Fridaā that the
blaąe had been brought under
control following an all-night
firefighting operation. No casu-
altieswere reported in the inci-

dent.Accordingto thePuneFire
Brigade, its control room re-
ceivedacallregardingafireona
hill on Sus Road around 1ć.15
pm. Soon, Pune and Pune
Metropolitan Region
Development Authoritā fire
brigade teams rushed to the
spot.Forestdepartmentofficials
also joined the fire brigade
teams.

Fire officials said that as fire
tendersandwatertankerscould
not make their waā up to the
hilltop, personnel used fire bats
andwatertomanuallādousethe
flames.

“The fire had spread over a

huge area and at different spots
on the hill. It was not easā to
reach some areas and we also
hadlimitedmanpowerbutwith
thehelpofcitiąens,activistsand
the fire brigade, the situation
wasbroughtundercontrolman-
uallā,” Mangesh Tate, Assistant
Conservatorof Forests, Punedi-
vision, said.

The forest department is in-
vestigating the cause behind
whatcaused the fire.

Inthelasttwomonths,54in-
cidents of forest and grass fires
werereportedinPuneinJanuarā
and 141 cases in Februarā, fire
brigadepersonnel said.

MajĎĺ fĎĺeŁŚ fiĺe ĎĀ
SŭŁGaĎĀ hill, ĀĎ
caŁŭalŚieŁ ĺeģĎĺŚed

PuneFireBrigadecontrol roomreceivedacallabout thefireat1Ć.15pmonThursdaĀ. Express

Forestdept is
investigatingthe
causeof thefire
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AN INVESTIGATION bā the
National Commission for
Women's fact-finding teamhas
revealed significant lapses in
grievance redressal and safetā
protocols at a Pune BPO firm
where a female emploāeewas
brutallā murdered bā a male
coworkerinthecompanā’spark-
ing loton Januarā7.

Theaccusedwassubduedbā
bāstandersandlaterarrestedbā
thepolice.Thedeceasedwoman,
Shubhada Shankar Kodare, 28,
whowas attackedwith a knife,
worked as an accountant at the
multinational firminYerawada.

NCWsaidinastatementthat
the companā’s securitā proto-
cols, including random bag
checks,were found inadequate,
raising serious concerns about

workplace safetā and riskman-
agement. “Despite the accused
having previouslā reported a fi-
nancial disputewith the victim
to theHRdepartment, themat-
terwasneitherdocumentednor

escalated, resulting in missed
warning signals,” the fact-find-
ing teamhassaid.

The investigation also eĀ-
poseddeficiencies inthe imple-
mentation of the Prevention of

SeĀual Harassment (POSH) Act,
2ć13. Though a POSH commit-
teeeĀisted,theabsenceofproac-
tive grievance documentation
andconsistenttrainingonwork-
place safetā andconflict resolu-
tion indicated non-compliance
withPOSHguidelines, it said.

TheNCWteamhasurgedthe
companā to implement strin-
gent safetāmeasures, conduct
periodicsecuritāaudits,andcol-
laborate with local authorities
forcrisismanagement.TheNCW
hasalsorecommendedthePune
PoliceeĀpeditetheinvestigation
and assess anā prior threats or
incidentsof harassment.

The team also stressed the
need formedia sensitiąation to
maintainethicalreportingstan-
dards, as mandated under
Section228AoftheIndianPenal
Code. The NCW recommended
institutionaliąing Bharosa
Kendras at all Pune police sta-

tions under the District
Collector’sleadershiptosupport
victimsof violenceandtrauma.

The fact-findingteam,com-
prising Meenakshi Negi, a for-
mermembersecretarāofNCW,
BKSinha, formerHarāanaDGP,
andRSreelekha, formerKerala
DGP, conducted an investiga-
tion, including site visits and
discussions with the senior
managementandemploāeesat
the BPO.

The team was constituted
under Section 1ć of the
National Commission for
Women (NCW) Act, 199ć.
National Commission for
Women Chairperson Vijaāa
Rahatkar has submitted the
team's report to Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, with copies to the
chief secretarā,directorgeneral
of police, Pune, and thedistrict
magistrate.

FACT-FINDING TEAMRECOMMENDATIONS
EnhancedsecuritĀ
protocol:Comprehensive
surveillance,especiallĀ in
high-riskĄones like
parkingareas.
MandatorĀsafetĀ
audits:Regular
assessments to
identifĀandaddress
vulnerabilities.
EmploĀeeawareness
programmes:Regular
trainingonworkplace
safetĀ, conflict resolution,

andPOSHcompliance.
Strengthenedinternal
committees:Efficient

handlingand
documentationof
disputes,with
periodicreportingto
seniormanagement.

Third-partĀmental
healthcounselling:
Professional support for
emploĀees toaddress
stressandinterpersonal
issues.

ALISTERAUGUSTINE
PUNE,MARCHūě

PUNE,Acitāknownfor its loveof
food, has alwaāsbeenamelting
potof flavours.While traditional
Maharashtriancuisineholdsaspe-
cial place in people’s hearts, the
citā’s growingpopulationof stu-
dents, professionals, and food
lovershascreatedademandfordi-
verse culinarāeĀperiences. In re-
centāears,somelesser-knownbut
authenticnon-vegetariandishes
fromdifferentpartsof India—and
even Nepal—have gained im-
mensepopularitāinPune.

ChamparanMutton:a
delicacĀ fromBihar

Champaran Mutton, also
knownasAhunaMuttonorHandi
Meat, is a slow-cookeddish from
Bihar thathas found itswaā into
Pune’s culinarā scene. Cooked in

an earthenpot and sealedwith
dough, this dish retains its rustic
flavours,makingitafavourite.

“Champaran Mutton hails
from the Champaran district of
Bihar and isdeeplā rooted in the
region’s culinarā traditions,” saās
DivāanshTiwari, a staffmember
at Champaran Handi Junction
restaurantinWakad.“Theprepa-
ration involvesmarinatingmut-
tonwithmustardoil,ghee,garlic,
onions, ginger, and a blend of
spices. It is slow-cooked in an
earthenhandi over awood fire,
giving it an earthā flavour that

moderncookwaresimplācannot
replicate,”Tiwariadds.

Accordingtohim,thedishwas
introducedinPuneafewāearsago
bāpeople passionate about au-
thentic Bihari cuisine. The re-
sponsehasbeenoverwhelminglā
positive. “At our restaurant,we
serve around 1ćć to 15ć orders
dailā. The popularitā remains
steadā throughout theāear, even

during the Lent fasting season,”
saāsTiwari.

AstandardplateofChamparan
Mutton,withthreepiecesofmut-
ton, rice, two rotis, and salad, is
priced at Rs 949, while amore
elaborate Mutton Thali is also
availableforthesameprice.

AlooBirĀani:Kolkata’s
signaturedish

“When it comes to birāani,
mostpeoplethinkofHāderabadi
orLucknowiversions.Butinrecent
āears,Kolkata-stāleAlooBirāani—
wheregolden-friedpotatoesarea
keā ingredient—has won the
hearts of people of Pune,” saās
Archna Chatterjee,manager at
FoodBengal restaurant in
Chinchwad.

“FoodBengal in Chinchwad

started in 2ć17with the aimof
bringing authentic Bengali
flavours to Pune. Initiallā,we fo-
cusedonstapleBengalidisheslike
Kosha Mangsho, Luchi, and
ChingriMalaiCurrā, but soonwe
realised therewasagrowingde-
mand for Kolkata-stāle birāani.
That iswhenweintroducedAloo
Birāaniwithchickenandmutton
to ourmenu, and it quicklā be-

came a best-seller,” saās
Chatterjee.AsingleportionofAloo
BirāaniwithchickencostsRs32ć,
whiletheMuttonBirāaniisRs42ć.

Kukhura-KoMasu:
Nepal’s traditional
chickencurrĀ

Nepalesecuisineisnotwidelā
knownin India,butonedishthat
has foundadedicatedfanbase in
PuneisKukhura-KoMasu,aslow-
cookedchickencurrāwithunique
Nepalesespices.

Anvesh Sharma,Manager at
Kuai Kitchen restaurant in
KoregaonPark,saās,“Kukhura-Ko
Masu is a staple inNepali house-
holds,knownfor itsdeep, smokā
flavours.Unlike Indian curries, it
does not use cream or cashew
paste.Instead,itreliesonfreshin-
gredients,roastedspices,andslow
cooking todevelop itsbold taste.
The keā ingredient is Timur

(NepaleseSichuanpepper),which
givesitamildnumbingheat.”

Kuai Kitchen started in 2ć19
withafocusonChinese,Thai,and
Japanesedishes.Butwhentheāin-
troduced a small selection of
Nepalese dishes, Kukhura-Ko
Masuquicklābecameahit.“While
we specialised in Chinese, Thai,
and Japanesedishes initiallā,we
soon realised that the people of
Pune had a growing interest in
uniqueandlesser-knowncuisines.
That’swhenweintroducedasmall
selectionofNepalesedishes, and
Kukhura-Ko Masu became a
favourite,”saāsSharma.

“Punehasadiversecrowd,in-
cluding students, professionals,
andfoodloverswhoarealwaāsea-
ger to eĀplore new flavours,”
Sharmaadds.Oneplate ispriced
atRs38ćandisbestenjoāedwith
rice, Tingmo (Tibetan steamed
bread), or Sel Roti (Nepalese rice
flourbread).

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,MARCHūě

EDWARDMENDES,anengineer
whograduated from the Indian
InstituteofScience(IISc)andquit
theprofessiontobecomeavoice
trainer pursued his passion for
Westernmusic teaching theBel
Canto technique to aspiring
singers.Aspartofthelentenout-
reach activities, Mendes has
been instrumental in showcas-
ing the efforts of the Newman
choirbābringingperformances
to churches in Pune, Mumbai
andGoa.

In Pune recentlā, Mendes,
who is president of the Fr J B
Fernandes Sacred Music
Foundation, said that the
NewmanChoirwassetupsome
siĀ decades ago. "The founda-
tion'sprimarāaimistopreserve
and promote traditional and
classical SacredMusic and has
showcased the Newman Choir
innumerousSacredMusic con-
certs. We organise an annual
lentenoutreachandpresenteda
performance, Shadows of the
Passion,atSt.Patrick'sCathedral
recentlā. Another one is now
plannedforMarch23atChurch
of St. PiusX,Mulund,”hesaid.

Mendes is the keā singer in
thechoir that is currentlā ledbā
Celeste Cordo — a noted
arranger, producer, conductor,
accompanist,andviolinist. "The
choir draws members from
across the Archdiocese of
Bombaā and earlier too there
were several from Pune and
other cities andeĀtends to indi-
viduals fromall faiths,”hesaid.

The Newman Choir was
foundedbāFr. J. B. Fernandes in
the wake of the 38th
International Eucharistic
Congress in Mumbai in 1964,
where he conducted a choir of

6ććvoices.Witha legacā span-
ning nearlā siĀ decades, the
choir continues to uphold its
commitment tomusical eĀcel-
lence.

OnMarch16,2ć25, inthein-
spiring setting of St. Patrick's
Cathedral, the Newman Choir
presented Shadows of the
Passion—a spiritual journeā
through the “darkness of the
seven shadows,” sāmbolising
thekeāeventsof GoodFridaā.

Curated bā Cordo, the serv-
icewasaccompaniedbāevoca-
tive visuals and powerful mes-
sagingdesignedbā JoeCordo.

Voices of devotion— a
Lenten musical journey
in Pune, Mumbai and Goa

PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,MARCHūƓ

OFTHE19,5ććvarietiesofdiffer-
entcropswhichhaveappliedfor
registrationwiththeofficeofthe
ProtectionofPlantVarietiesand
Farmers’ Rights Authoritā
(PPVFRA), 6ć-65 percent are
fromfarmers and farmers’ bod-
ies. TrilochanMohapatra, chair-
person of PPVFRAwhile speak-
ingtoTheIndianEĀpressinPune
on Fridaā said 54 percent of
around8,5ćć registrationshave
been given directlā bā farmers

and farmersbodies.
“Wehave been encouraging

farmersandfarmersbodiestoap-
plā for registration of traditional
varieties of crops. Protection of
biodiversitāisimportantandthis
is being done at the grassroot
level bā farmers,” he said.
Mohapatrawas speaking to the
media on the sidelines of
Enforcement of Intellectual
PropertāRights (IPR) in Seedor-
ganised jointlā bā PPVFRA,
Department of Agriculture,
Maharashtra’sandtheFederation
ofSeedIndustriesof India(FSII).

Traditional varieties refer to
nativevarietiesof foodcropslike

rice,wheat,vegetablesetcwhich
growin thewild.Over theāears
these varieties have become ei-
ther eĀtinct or endangered as
higher āielding or hābrid vari-
etieshavetakenover.Atpresent
thesevarietiesaregrownonlāin
some tribal areas. Preservation
of native species is important
giventheparttheāplaāinbiodi-
versitāof the region.

Mohapatrasaidbothprivate
andgovernmentseedmanufac-
turershavealsoapplied for reg-
istration of hābrids.
“Rice,maiąe,cotton, and vegeta-
blesarethecropsforwhichmost
of the registration has been ap-

pliedfor,”hesaid.Registeredva-
rieties are protected bā the law
andillegalbrandingandsalesof
them can attract legal actions.
Varietieswhicharenotreleased
bā the government however
don'tcomeundertheprotection
of thebodā.

Mohapatra saidwork for cli-
materesilientseedandvarietiesis
ongoing at various state agricul-
tural universities aswell as ICAR
institutes of Pusa in Harāana.
“Heatresistantvarietiesofwheat
have been developed at Karnal
Harāana. Similarlā research on
Basmatirice isalsobeingcarried
out,”hesaid.

BPOMURDER

NCW fact-finding report reveals grave lapses in
safety and POSH compliance at Pune BPO firm

WORK IN PROGRESS
ConstructionunderwaĀonGaneshkhindroadnearShimlaOfficechowkforthePunemetrolinefromCivilcourttoMegapolisPuneInHinjewadi. ArulHoriĄon

How these less-knownnon-veg dishes fromoutsideMaharashtra have found a place in Pune

(Fromleft)ChamparanMutton;AlooBirĀaniandKukhura-KoMasu. Express

Farmers, their producer bodies lead
in registration of crop varietiesMendes is thekeĀsinger inthechoir that iscurrentlĀ ledbĀ

CelesteCordo. Express
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Satara:Awoman who had ac-
cused Maharashtra minister
Jaākumar Gore of harassment
hasbeenarrestedforallegedeĀ-
tortion,police saidonFridaā.

Gore, who represents the
Man assemblā constituencā in
westernMaharashtra's Satara
district, is Minister of Rural
DevelopmentandPanchaāatiRaj.

The woman was arrested
fromSatara,anofficialsaid.

“She had demanded Rs 3
croretoendeverāthing.Shewas
caughtred-handedacceptingRs
1 crore of the total amount.
Police are questioning the
woman,” theofficial said.PTI

Womanwho
accused Gore of
harassment held
for extortion

PUNEONMY
PLATE

Pune
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ADVERTORIAL

A
s a nation, we celebrate National Girl
Child Day today, a reminder of the trans-
formative power of education and em-
powerment for girls. India is not just a ge-

ographical entity but a ‘Saga of Consciousness.’ Our
ancient culture and traditions bind us together as
part of a ‘collective consciousness.’As wemove for-
ward, the choices wemake shape not just individual
lives but also the legacy we pass on to future gen-
erations.
With a rich legacy of collaboration and advocacy,

DCCIA stands as a beacon of industrial and eco-
nomic growth, fostering the collective vision of in-
dustries and businesses for over three decades.
The Deccan Chamber of Commerce, Industries &

Agriculture (DCCIA) in Pune stands as a remarkable
institution that has played an instrumental role in
shaping the industrial landscape of Pune and Ma-
harashtra. From its modest beginnings to becom-
ing one of the most proactive and forward-looking
chambers in the country,DCCIA's journey is a testa-
ment to its unwavering commitment to industrial
growth, community welfare, and ethical business
practices.

Foundations of Progress
The origins of DCCIA trace back to 6 June 1994,

when a group of industrialists on Pune-Nagar Road
convened atMilton Plastics Ltd.with a vision to cre-
ate a unified platform to address common industry
challenges.The overwhelming response to this ini-
tiative led to the formation of the Nagar Road In-
dustries Association (NRIA). As the industrial belt
expanded, the association evolved into the Nagar
Road Chamber of Commerce, Industries &Agricul-
ture (NRICCA) in 2004, before finally assuming the
name Deccan Chamber of Commerce, Industries &
Agriculture (DCCIA) in 2009.
From its early days, DCCIA demonstrated a for-

ward-thinking approach by fostering cooperation
among industries, supporting infrastructure devel-
opment, and advocating for the collective interests
of its members. The chamber became an effective
intermediary between industries and the govern-
ment, ensuring that the
voices of businesses
were heard at minister-
ial and departmental
levels.

Rathin Sinha: A
Visionary Leader
Shaping Industrial
Growth
Rathin Sinha, a

founding pillar of DC-
CIA, has been instru-

mental in steering the Chamber toward excellence
with his visionary leadership and unwavering dedi-
cation as its Chairman.With over three decades of
experience in diverse industries, Sinha has played a
critical role in fostering a business environment that
prioritizes ethical governance and economic ad-
vancement.An alumnus of IIT Bombay, he began his
entrepreneurial journey by establishing manufac-
turing ventures that have since become key suppliers
to major automotive brands. His acumen in busi-
ness strategy and operational management has en-
abled him to lead organizations with precision, en-
suring sustainable growth and industrial
innovation.
Beyond his corporate success, Sinha has been a

driving force in shaping policies and frameworks
that enhance business opportunities for DCCIA
members. His strategic foresight has helped create
an ecosystem where industries thrive through col-
laboration and adaptability. Under his leadership,
the Chamber has emerged as a platform that not
only supports large multinational corporations but
also nurtures young entrepreneurs.His deep-seated
commitment to social responsibility is reflected in
his extensive involvement in various corporate social
initiatives, ranging from skill development programs
to industry-academia partnerships. Sinha's relent-
less pursuit of excellence continues to inspire busi-
nesses to embrace innovation while maintaining a
strong ethical foundation.

Hari P. Srivas-
tava: Championing
Collective Growth
and Collaboration
As the Founder Di-

rector &Vice Chairman
of the Deccan Cham-
ber of Commerce, In-
dustries & Agriculture
(DCCIA), Hari P. Srivas-
tava has been instru-
mental in fostering in-
dustrial harmony and
collective progress.
With over three decades of corporate experience
across human resources, business strategy, com-
mercial and legal affairs—both in India and over-
seas—he has played a pivotal role in strengthening
industry-regulatory relations.His early career in the
Indian Air Force and banking sector shaped his
structured approach to organizational efficiency,
which he has successfully integrated into his lead-
ership at DCCIA.
Beyond his contributions to the Chamber, Sri-

vastava holds key positions in the businessworld.He

is a Director atTrident International Pvt. Ltd., a lead-
ing government-recognized “Export House”, and
advisor to “ErgoTalent HR Solutions Pv.t Ltd.”, a
leading firm in the field of HR.He is also the Founder
and Director of RAH CorporateAdvisors, a firm spe-
cializing in providing end-to-end business solutions.
His policy advocacy is reflected in his active repre-
sentation in the PermanentTrade Facilitation Com-
mittee – Pune Customs and the GST Grievance Re-
dressal Committee – Pune Zone.
A distinguished academic—he holds an MBA,

LLB, and a Diploma in Labour Laws, securing top
university rankings.His passion for knowledge-shar-
ing is evident in his decade-long role as a visiting
faculty at premier management institutes.While his
leadership continues to shape DCCIA as a platform
for integrity, growth, and industrial collaboration,
Srivastava’s contributions have left an indelible
mark on the Chamber, reinforcing its commitment to
integrity, growth, and shared success.

Dr.Vasudeo Malu:A Strategic Innovator
Dr. Vasudeo Malu,

Secretary of DCCIA
and Executive Vice
President at The
Supreme Industries
Ltd., leads its Indus-
trial Products Busi-
ness, valued at Rs.
900 crore annually,
along with oversee-
ing injectionmolding
operations worth Rs.
1,000 crore.A graduate of the College of Engineer-
ing, Pune, he holds multiple professional qualifica-
tions, including a Ph.D.With 44 years of industrial
expertise across renowned companies, Dr. Malu is
a strategist in business turnarounds and re-engi-
neering. As a key figure in DCCIA, he actively con-
tributes to industry and social initiatives.A certified
trainer, speaker, and dedicated Rotarian, he embod-
ies leadership and commitment to progress.

Dr. Prakash Dhoka:A Trailblazer in Metal-
lurgy and Social
Impact
Dr. Prakash Dhoka,

Treasurer of DCCIA
and Managing Direc-
tor of Industrial Metal
Powders (India) Pvt.
Ltd., has revolution-
ized electrolytic iron
powder manufactur-
ing, exporting to over
32 countries.Ametal-

lurgist with a Ph.D., he spearheads innovative ven-
tures like additive manufacturing.As a former DC-
CIA Chairman and recipient of multiple awards, in-
cluding the Lifetime Achievement by DCCIA, his
contributions extend to education, healthcare, and
rural development.Through CSR initiatives, he has
transformed schools, hospitals, and rehabilitation
centers, embodying his belief that wealth should
serve humanity. His leadership continues to drive
industrial excellence and social transformation.

Platform for Collaboration and Advo-
cacy
DCCIA has consistently strived to promote

greater cooperation between member industries,
creating a robust ecosystem where businesses,
both large and small, thrive. The chamber's
strength lies in its ability to unite diverse indus-
tries under one umbrella, facilitating regular inter-
action, knowledge-sharing, and collaborative
problem-solving. This collaborative spirit has led
to the resolution of several pressing issues relating
to infrastructure in this Industrial Belt besides re-
solving various policy and local issues affecting
member industries.
Over the years, DCCIA has played a pivotal role in

advocating the needs of its members. The cham-
ber's involvement in crucial matters such as the
removal of toll nakas, traffic issues, industrial rela-
tion issues and addressing taxation grievances etc.
has earned it a reputation as a proactive voice for
the industry. Its representation in various govern-
ment bodies, including the GST Grievance Council
and Permanent Trade Facilitation Committee, un-
derscores its influence and commitment to pro-
tecting the interests of its members.

Membership: Strength in Unity
DCCIA's membership base is a vibrant mix of

large multinational corporations, small and
medium enterprises (SMEs), and startups. Any in-
dividual, firm, institution, or company involved in
trade, commerce, industry, or agriculture and
domiciled in India can become a member of the
chamber. This inclusive approach ensures that
businesses of all sizes benefit from the chamber's
extensive network and resources.
Members enjoy a host of benefits, including

business networking opportunities, advisory ser-
vices, and access to training and development pro-
grams.The chamber provides assistance in diverse
fields such as human resources, environmental
health and safety, foreign trade, GST etc.Addition-
ally, members gain access to international busi-
ness opportunities through partnerships with for-
eign chambers of commerce and overseas
business delegations.

The Deccan Chamber of Commerce, Industries & Agriculture (DCCIA)
Edge: Advancing Business Synergy, Driving Industrial Growth

With a rich legacy of collaboration and advocacy, DCCIA stands as a beacon of industrial and economic growth, fostering the
collective vision of industries and businesses for over three decades.

D
CCIA has a long-stand-
ing tradition of cele-
brating excellence
through its prestigious

awards, instituted over two
decades ago. These awards are a
testament to the Chamber’s com-
mitment to recognizing individu-
als and organizations that have
made significant contributions to
industry and society. By honoring
achievements in diverse fields
such as social service, public ser-
vice, industrial growth, human re-
source practices, and workplace
safety, DCCIA continues to set
benchmarks for success and in-
spire future generations of busi-
ness leaders.
The awards go beyond recogni-

tion; these serve as a motivation
for industries and professionals to
strive for innovation, ethical busi-
ness practices, and societal im-
pact. Over the years, the Annual
Awards Function has evolved into
a much-anticipated event, bring-
ing together distinguished per-
sonalities, industry leaders, and
visionaries who exemplify excel-
lence in their respective domains.
Through these honors, DCCIA re-
inforces its mission of fostering
an ecosystem where dedication,
integrity, and progress shape the
future of industrial development.

The 2024 DCCIA Award
Winners
This year’s DCCIA Awards cele-

brated visionary leadership and
outstanding contributions to in-
dustry and society. Recognizing
visionaries who have reshaped
their fields, this year's honors re-
flect a legacy of excellence and
commitment.

A Dynamic Leader Trans-
forming Challenges into Tri-
umphs
The DCCIA Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award 2024 was conferred
upon Mr. Vishal Makar, a leader
whose unwavering commitment
to excellence has not only trans-

formed Oriental Rubber Industries
Pvt. Ltd. but also left an indelible
mark on the industry. His journey
is a testament to resilience, vi-
sion, and the relentless pursuit of
growth, taking a struggling com-
pany in 1992 and turning it into a
global powerhouse.
From his early days at Syden-

ham College, Mumbai, Mr. Makar
exhibited a sharp acumen for
business and leadership.When he
joined Oriental Rubber Industries
Pvt. Ltd. as a Director, the com-
pany was a fledgling restart-up,
struggling to regain its market
position. But where others saw

obstacles, he saw potential.
Through strategic expansion and
relentless innovation, he rebuilt
the company, leading it to be-
come the largest exporter of con-
veyor belts and specialized rubber
products, with a presence in over
50 countries. His vision material-
ized in the form of two large-
scale plants in Pune and a third
plant in South Africa, creating
thousands of jobs and fostering
industrial growth.
Beyond corporate success, his

dedication to social welfare is
deeply rooted in his values. As a
Lifetime Trustee of the Sada Prem

Trust, he has championed initia-
tives that uplift countless indi-
viduals, reinforcing his belief in
business as a force for good. De-
spite his towering achievements,
Mr. Makar remains grounded,
humble, and deeply engaged—
whether navigating the complex-
ities of Marketing, Finance, Le-
gal, or International Marketing or
simply enjoying a game of golf at
the Pune Golf Club.
A strategist, philanthropist,

mentor, and passionate golfer,
Mr. Vishal Makar embodies lead-
ership not through authority but
by example. His story is not just
about building a company—it is
about shaping an industry and
inspiring generations. DCCIA
proudly recognizes his unparal-
leled contributions with this es-
teemed Lifetime Achievement
Award, celebrating a legacy that
will continue to guide and influ-
ence the business world for
years to come.
The awards also recognized

excellence in HR, safety, and dig-
ital transformation. ACS Indus-
tries India Pvt. Ltd. and Foseco
India Ltd. were joint winners in
Best HR Practices, while Haier
Appliances India Pvt. Ltd. and
Wika Instrument India Pvt. Ltd.
were lauded for Best Safety Prac-
tices. In digital innovation, The
Supreme Industries Ltd. and
Classic Industries and Exports
Ltd. emerged victorious.
Each year, these awards reaf-

firm the spirit of leadership and
innovation that drive the indus-
try forward. By recognizing trail-
blazers across various sectors,
DCCIA continues to foster a cul-
ture of excellence, inspiring in-
dividuals and organizations to
push boundaries. As industries
evolve, these honors serve as a
guiding light, encouraging fu-
ture leaders to uphold the values
of integrity, innovation, and so-
cial responsibility.

Honoring Excellence: TheDeccanChamber of Commerce,
Industries&Agriculture (DCCIA) Legacyof Recognition

The origins of DCCIA trace
back to 6 June 1994, when a
group of industrialists on
Pune-Nagar Road convened
at Milton Plastics Ltd. with a
vision to create a unified
platform to address common
industry challenges. The
overwhelming response to
this initiative led to the
formation of the Nagar Road
Industries Association (NRIA).
As the industrial belt
expanded, the association
evolved into the Nagar Road
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries & Agriculture
(NRICCA) in 2004, before
finally assuming the name
Deccan Chamber of
Commerce, Industries &
Agriculture (DCCIA) in 2009.

Chief Guest Ashishkumar Chauhan, CMD -NSE,
being felicitated by Office bearers of DCCIA

Jyotikumar Kulkarni Managing Trustee & Secretary & Umesh
Bhosale Trustee- Niramaya, receiving “DCCIA Award for

Excellence- Social Service -2024”

Mr Vishal Makar, MD,Oriental Rubber Industries Ltd, receiving
“DCCIA Life Time Achievement Award -2024”

NitinMahajan, Dy Executive EngineerMSEDCL, receiving
“DCCIA Award for Excellence- Public Service -2024”

Dr Sudhir Mehta, Chairman. Pinnacle Industries Ltd & Eka
Mobility Ltd., receiving “DCCIA Award for Excellence- Best

Industrialist - 2024”

Pune
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HIMANSHUHARSH
GIRIDIH

AROUND 2ć KM from Jharkh-
and’s Giridih district headquar-
ters,alleāsintheremotevillageof
Jitkundi lead to a large reservoir
whosegreāish-bluewaterreflects
an orange hue from the setting
sun.Setinthemiddleofundulat-
inghills, this is the reservoir that
changedeverāthinginthevillage.

Built in 2ć23 as part of NITI
AaāogRejuvenationWindow-II,
thereservoirisoneof5,132water
bodiesthatareproposedtobere-
juvenated in the district.
Meticulouslā planned and built
using a CLART, a Geographic
InformationSāstem(GIS)toolthat
helps toplan soil andwater con-
servation,thestructurehelpstrap
rainwater in the reservoirduring
themonsoon.

Thereservoir—aswellas the
largerwaterconservationproject
inthearea—hasbeencreditedto
Naman Priāesh Lakra, a 2ć15
Jharkhand cadre IAS officer and
the Deputā Commissioner of
GiridihinJharkhandwhohaswon
The IndianEĀpress EĀcellence in
Governance Award 2ć24 in the
water categorā. According to
Lakra, a total of 57water bodies
havebeenrejuvenatedunderNITI
Aaāog’sRejuvenationWindow-II
overthelasttwoāears.

But the project involves not
onlā building reservoirs but also
otherwater conservationmeth-
ods such as Trench CumBunds
(TCBs) –which involves digging
trenches along a linenear an in-
cline to help capture rainwater
runoff – and soakpits, a porous-
walled chamber built into the
grounddesigned to allowwater
toseepintotheground.Thetāpe

of conservationmethod, accord-
ingtoauthorities,dependsonthe
needsof thearea.

ForthevillagersinJitkundi,the
reservoir,builtaround1ććmetres
from an eĀisting shallow but

mostlādrāpond,comesasamas-
siverelief--especiallāinthesum-
mer.

“Droughtwas verā common
here,”saāsJageshwarRana,a68-
āear-old farmer from the village

whose familā livesmetres from
thereservoir.“However,sincethe
newreservoirwasbuilt,wenow

haveareliablewatersourceāear-
round.Itsustainsthevillageāear-
round. Evenduring the summer,
thewaterlevelneverdropsbelow
siĀfeet.”

Anotherresident,68-āear-old
LattuMandal, eĀplains how the
structureworks.

“Severaltrenchesdugintothe
nearbā hills redirect rainwater
intothereservoir.Whenthereser-
voir overflows, the eĀcesswater
flows into the lower fields and
thendowntootherfieldsviaded-
icatedchannels,”hesaās.

Residents suchasRana claim
thereservoirhashadamajorim-
pact on the village, especiallā on
agriculture.

“Lastāear,Iharvested75kgof
paddā… in2ć23, itwas onlā 3ć
kg.Not onlāhas thequantitā in-
creased, but the qualitā has im-
provedtoo.Earlier,thegrainswere
smallduetolackofwater…now,

theā’rebiggerandlonger,”hesaās.
AccordingtoLakra,theproject

wasundertakenbecauseGiridih
faced significantwater-related
challenges. “Theprojectwas im-
portanttoaddressthesecriticalis-
sues impactingthe livelihoodsof
farmers and theoverallwell-be-
ing of the communitā,” he said.
“The potential to improve the
livelihoodsoftheruralpopulation,
whoheavilā relā on agriculture
andgroundwaterresources,have
been a significant driving
forceFurthermore,therecognition
of theecologicalandculturalsig-
nificanceof the rivers andwater
bodies in the region, such as the
BarakarRiver andUsriRiver, and
the desire to set an eĀample for
sustainablewatermanagement
andenvironmentalconservation
in the region andpotentiallā be-
āond have been additional
sourcesof inspiration.”

Howwater conservation efforts have helped turn fortune of a Jharkhand village

ArejuvenatedwaterbodĀ; (right)GiridihDeputĀCommissionerNamanPriĀeshLakra

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

“THOSEWHOtakeshelterunder
languagewanttohidetheircor-
ruption,” UnionHomeMinister
AmitShahsaidinRajāaSabhaon
FridaāwithoutnamingtheDMK
amid thedebateover the three-
language formula.

Shah said there have been
enoughdivisions in thenameof
languageandthatthisshouldnot
happenanāmore.Hewas replā-
ingtothedebateontheworkings
of theMinistrāofHomeAffairs.

Shah’s veiled attack against
theDMKcomesinthewakeofthe
rowon the proposed three-lan-
guage formula outlined in the
National Education Policā. The
DMKopposesthethree-language
policā,callingitHindiimposition.

Shahsaid:“AfterDecember,I
will correspondwith citiąens,
chief ministers, ministers and
MPs in their respective lan-
guages.Thisisabefittinganswer
to them.”

“Hindi is not in competition
with anā Indian language, it is
onlāafriendofotherlanguages,”
hesaid.

TheHomeMinister alsodis-
missed the allegation of Hindi
impositionandsaidthatthegov-
ernment will promote all lan-

guagesthroughtheDepartment
ofOfficial Languages.

“I saā this so that thosewho
wanttodividethecountrāinthe
nameof language do not get an
agenda. TheModi government
hasestablishedadepartmentof
Indian languages which will
workonspreadingallIndianlan-
guages. Tamil, Telugu, Punjabi,
Assamese, everā language has
beenincluded,andtherewillbe
apps for translation,”hesaid.

Attacking the DMK, he said:
“The Tamil Nadu government
does not have the courage to
providemedical and engineer-
ing education in Tamil because
āour vested economic interests
will be affected. But when our
NDA government comes to
powerneĀtāear,wewillprovide
medicalandengineeringeduca-
tion inTamil.”

Assemblā elections are due
inTamilNaduneĀtāear.

“Therehavebeenenoughdi-
visionsinthenationinthename
of language, and it should not
happen anāmore,” he said,
adding,“Thosespreadingpoison
inthenameof languageprefera
foreign language and not an
Indian language. Tamil āouths
can work in Gujarat, Kashmir,
Delhi...Youhavebeenelectedto
Parliament, what kind of a sās-
temdoāouwant?”

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA,MARCHūě

THE UNITED STATES has con-
veāedtoIndiathatthedeportees
onboard the three flights to the
countrā were not asked to re-
movetheirreligiousheadcover-
ings,theUniongovernmenttold
LokSabhaFridaā.

The statement comes after
therowoverseveralSikhdepor-
tees allegedlā landing at
Amritsar airport without their
turbans.

The deportees, as well as
Punjab NRI affairs minister
KuldeepSinghDhaliwal,hadal-
legedthattheirturbanswerere-
movedbefore theāboarded the
threemilitarā flights to India.

In a written response to a
querābāLokSabhaMPRajaRam
Singh, Minister of State for
EĀternal Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh said theMEA had regis-
tered its concerns regarding the
need to accommodate the reli-
gioussensitivitiesandfoodpref-
erencesof thedeportees.

“TheUSsidehasconveāedto
theMinistrā of EĀternal Affairs
that detainees on the three de-

portationflights(thatlandedon
5th, 15th and 16th Februarā)
were not instructed to remove
anāreligiousheadcoveringsand
that the detainees did not re-
questanāreligiousaccommoda-
tions during the flights aside
from requesting vegetarian
meals,” the replā said.

Theminister also said India
has“stronglāregistered”itscon-
cernswithUSauthoritiesonthe
treatmentof thedeporteeswho
arrivedonFebruarā5—“partic-
ularlā with respect to use of
shackles,especiallāonwomen”.
The first batch of deportees, in-
cludingwomen, had landed in
Indiawithshackles, sparkingan

uproar in thecountrā.
Singhsaidnowomenorchil-

drenwererestrainedontheneĀt
twodeportation flights.

The replā stated: “The US
StandardOperatingProcedureto
organise and eĀecute deporta-
tions effective fromNovember
2ć12callsfortheuseofrestraints
ondeportees.TheUSauthorities
haveconveāedthatrestraintsare
appliedtoensurethesafetāand
securitā of themission. While
women andminors are gener-
allā not shackled, the flight offi-
cer in charge of a deportation
flight has the final saā on the
matter.”

To a querā bā MP Kathir
Anand,theministrāsaidat least
295moreIndiannationalswere
set to be deported from the US.
“TheMinistrāofEĀternalAffairs,
along with other concerned
agencies, is currentlā verifāing
thedetails of these295 individ-
uals,” the replā said.

SinceDonaldTrumpbecame
US President this āear, 388
Indians have been deported
fromtheUS,mostlāinFebruarā.
Of the388, at least153are from
Punjab.

Replāing to a querā bā

Congress leaderManishTewari,
theMEA said that the deporta-
tions this āear are part of larger
“National Securitā Initiative” of
theWhite House, adding that
underthisprocess,thedeportees
are placed for “eĀpedited re-
moval”.

On a querā bā BathindaMP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal on whā
Punjab’s Amritsar airport was
chosenforthelandings,themin-
ister said: “US aircraft ferrāing
deportees have landed in India
aftersecuringnecessarāpermis-
sions. The landing site for anā
repatriation flight carrāing de-
portees is decidedbasedonop-
erational convenience, the spe-
cific route for entrā into Indian
airspace,andparticularlā,proĀ-
imitāto finaldestinationsof the
arrivingdeportees.”

On Februarā 6, EĀternal
AffairsMinisterSJaishankarhad
said in a statement in Rajāa
Sabha that the government is
engagingwith theUS to ensure
that deported Indians are not
mistreated.

Between2ćć9and2ć24,the
US deported 15,564 Indians
throughcharteredandcommer-
cial flights.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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UNIONAGRICULTUREMinister
ShivrajSinghChouhanFridaāhit
out at theOpposition for accus-
ingBJPofignoringfarmers’thein-
terestandsaidthatitwastheCM
BhagwantMann-led AAP gov-
ernmentinPunjabwhichevicted
protesting farmers from the
state’sborderwithHarāana.

Replāing to a debate in Lok
SabhaontheDemandsforGrants
of the Agriculture Ministrā,
Chouhan said, “Have we been
friends with AAP? You were
walking arm-in-arm till the Lok
Sabha elections. You were to-
getherandāouareaccusingus.”

OnWednesdaā, the Punjab
Policeevictedfarmerswhohave
been protesting for over a āear
from keā border sites along the
Punjab-Harāana boundarā,
specificallā at Shambhu and

Khanauri. The farmers’demand
was primarilā centered around
alegalguaranteeforMSP,among
othergrievancesdirectedatboth
stateandtheCentre.

Soonafter, thePunjabPolice
detainedfarmleaders, including
SarwanSinghPandherandJagjit
SinghDallewal.

ListingtheinitiativesofthePM
NarendraModi-led government
for the farmers, including access
to credit and crop insurance,
Chouhansaid theOppositionat-
tempted to cast theBJP in apoor
lightwhenitcametofarmers’ is-
sues,but“theādugupamountain
onlātofindadeadrat.”

Meanwhile, SP members

walkedoutoftheHouse,contend-
ing that their demand formore
time for discussionwas not ac-
cededtobātheChair.SpeakerOm
Birla said the time for thedebate
was fiĀed in a meeting of the
Business Advisorā Committee,
which was sacrosanct as per
Parliamentarāprocedures.

Participating in the debate,
CongressMPs Charanjit Singh
ChanniandJaiPrakashandSPMP
DharmendraYadav accused the
Centre of betraāing farmers and
claimedthat ithadfailedtofulfill
itspromiseofMSPandwassup-
pressingtheongoingagitation.

In Lok Sabha, Chouhan said
that the previous Congress-led
governmentmade eĀcuses for
not implementing the recom-
mendations of the
Swaminathan Commission.
Waving a Cabinet note of the
AgricultureMinistrā under the
previous UPA government,
Chouhan said the then Union

ministersKantilalBhuria,Sharad
PawarandKVThomaswerenot
in favour of implementing the
recommendationsonMSP.

“Between2ćć4and2ć14,the
Congress-led government allo-
cated`1.51lakhcroreforagricul-
ture inUnion Budgets.Wehave
made a provision of `1ć.75 lakh
croreinthelast1ćāears...Weare
committedtofarmers’welfare.If
theleaderisvisionarā,hasthetar-
get of public service, has a
roadmapandimplementsit,then
miracles happen, aswitnessed
under PMNarendraModi’s gov-
ernment,”saidChouhan.

Hesaidthatinitiativessuchas
introductionof climate resistant
seed varieties, soil health cards,
andbalanceduseoffertilisershad
ledtoanincreaseinfarmproduc-
tion.He said food grain produc-
tionwas265.ć5milliontonnesin
2ć13-14 in UPA rule, which in-
creased to33ć.92million tonnes
undertheNDAgovernment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

ADMITTING THAT some of the
complaints of “wrongdoing” in
theJal JeevanMissionweregen-
uine, JalShaktiMinisterCRPatil
Fridaā informed Lok Sabha that
action had been taken against
theofficialsinvolvedin12states.

Inhis replā to thediscussion
ontheDemandforGrantsforthe
Jal ShaktiMinistrā, theMinister
said some of the complaints
fromMPs of irregularitieswere
genuine. “Whether itwasaBJP-
ruledornon-BJP ruledstate,we
didn’t spareanāone,”hesaid.

He said inquirieswere initi-
ated against 256 officials and
26,455 departmental actions
wereinitiatedaswell.Patiladded
thattheMinistrāwouldestablish
accountabilitā foranāwrongdo-
ing,presentorpast.

TheMinistersaiddespitewa-
ter being a state subject, the
Centrewasworkingtostrengthen
statesandprovidethemresources
forwater sector.He said theper-
centageofhouseholdswithaccess
to tapwater had increased from
17% in2ć19,when the Jal Jeevan
Missionwas launched, to8ć%or

15crorethisāear.
Hesaidthegovernmentwas

working on building consensus
among states for river-linking
projects.OntheKen-Betwalink-
ing project, he saidworkwould
be completed bā 2ć3ć. He said
thewater qualitā in the Ganga
had improvedover thepast few
āears, leading todolphinsbeing
spotted. In all, he said 3ć rivers
had been identified for linking
anddetailedprojectreportshad
beendrafted for11of them.

Several Opposition MPs
raisedconcernsovertheprogress
of Jal JeevanMission. Congress’s
PrabhaMallikarjun said thewa-
tertablewasdepletingand“mil-
lions lack drinkingwater”. Lok
Sabhalaterapprovedthedemand
forgrantsfortheMinistrā.

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

BAT TO BEAT TB
INAbid tospreadawarenessabout India’sTBeradicationpro-
gramme,whichthegovernmenthaspledgedtoachievebā2ć25,
ateamofMPsledbāBJP’sAnuragThakurissettoplaāafriendlā
cricketmatchagainst actor Suniel Shettā-ledBollāwood team
inMumbaiSaturdaā.Thakur’steamisamiĀofMPsacrosspar-
ties, includingTDP’sRamMohanNaidu,BJP’sKamleshPaswan
andManoj Tiwari, Congress’s DeependerHooda and Rahul
Kaswan,ShivSena’sShrikantShinde,AAP’sGurmeetSinghHaāer
andSP’sDeveshShakāa. Among those cheering theplaāers in
theT2ćmatchwillbeMaharashtraGovernorCPRadhakrishnan,
DeputāChiefMinisterEknathShindeandactorSalmanKhan.

LUNCH SESSION
IT’SNOTausual sightevenwhenParliament is insession.On
Fridaā, three seniorministers —HomeMinister Amit Shah,
Health Minister J P Nadda and Commerce and Industrā
Minister PiāushGoāal—were seen having lunchwith other
membersintheRajāaSabhacanteenforMPs.Theāwerejoined
bāUnionMinister Ravneet Singh Bittu and BJPMP Surendra
SinghNagar.Sourcessaidtheseniorleaderswerehavingalight
conversation over dosas and papri chaat theā had ordered.
ManāMPs,includingsomefromtheOppositionparties,went
andgreetedtheleaderswhorarelāvisitthecanteen.Therewas
apparentlāa“dispute”overwhowouldpickupthetabandfi-
nallāGoāalwonit, saidsources.

Action taken against
officials in 12 states
for irregularities in
Jal Jeevan: Minister

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on
Fridaā passed the Demand for
Grants of variousministries for
theāear2ć25-26,approvingthe
eĀpenditureofmore thanRs5ć
lakhcrore.LokSabhapassedthe
Demand forGrants bā applāing
guillotine in theevening.

Applāing guillotine means
that theDemands forGrants for
theministries,onwhichit isbe-
ing applied, are considered ap-
provedwithoutadiscussion.

Themethodisusedtoensure
timelā passage of the Union
Budget, especiallāwhen time is
shortordisruptionsstallthedis-
cussions. Theguillotinewasap-
plied last time in Lok Sabha in
March 2ć23 to clear the Union
Budget for2ć23-24. ENS

OFF THE DEBATE
CongressMPJairamRameshandBJPMPRaviShankarPrasadatParliamentonFridaĀ.ANI

COMMITMENT TOMULTI-POLARITY COMMON
THREAD FORBRICSGROUPING, SAYSGOVT
NewDelhi:Meetings and discussions in BRICS grouping are
aimed at finding common ground andworking together to
shapetheglobalorderwhiletheircommonthreadisthe“com-
mitmenttomulti-polaritā”,theCentretoldParliamentFridaā.
EĀternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankarsaid this inawrittenre-
sponse toaquerāon thecurrent statusof BRICSandwhether
it is true that the grouping has now “started disintegrating”
postthe“tariff threatbāAmerica”. Jaishankaroutlinedthehis-
torāandevolutionof theinfluentialgroupingofwhichIndiais
amember. “From time to time, regional political issues such
as peaceful settlement inAfghanistan, the permanent cease-
fire inGaąa, the situation in Lebanon, thehumanitarian crisis
inSudanandHaiti,situationinandaroundUkraine,territorial
integritā of Sāria, have also been deliberated upon bā BRICS
members,”hesaid. Jaishankarwasalsoaskedabouttheopin-
ions of the BRICSmember countries after the “threat bā the
US”, along with the likelā role of India in this matter.
“Understandablā,asnationsatdifferentlevelsofdevelopment
and income,andbearing inmindtheir individualnational in-
terests,BRICSmembershavearangeof positionsoncontem-
porarā issues...”hesaid. PTI

GOVT PARTY IN ŉ LAKHCASES PENDING IN COURTS
NewDelhi:Thecentralgovernmentisapartāin7.27lakhcases
pendingacrossvariouscourts,theLokSabhawasinformedon
Fridaā, with Union LawMinister Arjun Ram noting that his
ministrā had not conducted a specific assessment regarding
the impact of government litigation on judicial backlog.
“Additionallā, data from theNational Judicial Data Grid indi-
cates that therearemorethan fivecrorependingcasesacross
different courts and tribunals. Therefore, government litiga-
tionmaānotbeconsideredamajorcontributortothejudicial
backlog,”Meghwal said. PTI

QUESTIONS IN HOUSE

UnionMinisterCRPatil in
LokSabhaonFridaĀ.PTI

Shah:SĎmeaĺe
ŭŁiĀg laĀgŭage
ŚĎdiƃideĀaŚiĎĀ,
hidecĎĺĺŭģŚiĎĀ

INRAJYASABHA

TOPŞSTATES

USDEPORTATION

Punjab
153

HarĀana
132

Gujarat
76

Other
States
27

388
Total Indians
deported

Source:MEA

Opposition was walking arm-in-armwith
AAPwhich evicted farmers: Chouhan

Union
Minister
ShivrajSingh
Chouhanin
LS. PTI

FASTEST ANSWER FIRST
THEQUESTIONHour in LokSabha Fridaā sawboth the senior
and juniorministers of health readā to take a question from
CongressMPShashiTharoor.AssoonasTharoorraisedaques-
tionaboutspuriousdrugs,HealthMinisterJPNaddaandMoSfor
HealthAnupriāaPatelgotuptoreplā.ItseemedPateldidn’tsee
her senior colleaguewas also standing andbegan to speak, at
whichpointNaddatookhisseatagainandlethercontinuewith
thegovernment’sresponse.It’sanothermatterthatTharoorlater
saidonXthathewasnotsatisfiedwiththereplā.

Demands for
Grants for various
ministries get Lok
Sabha approval

StronglāregisteredconcernswithUSover treatmentofdeportees, saāsMoS

US told us did not instruct deportees
to remove head coverings: Govt in LS

Pune
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AMID THE din in Karnataka
Assemblā over Opposition
protests demanding a judicial
probeintoallegationsofhoneā-
trap, a Bill was passed Fridaā to
provide 4% reservation for
Muslims inpublic contracts.

LeaderofOppositionRAshoka
termed the Karnataka
Transparencā in Public
Procurements(Amendment)Bill,
whichwas piloted bā Law and
ParliamentarāAffairsMinisterH
KPatil,“unconstitutional”.

TheCabinetlastFridaāhadap-
proved an amendment to the
KarnatakaTransparencāinPublic
Procurements(KTPP)Act,reserv-
ingforMuslims4%ofcontractsin
(civil)worksvaluedupto`2crore,
andgoods/servicesprocurement
contractsuptoRs1crore.Thiswas

announced bā Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah in his 2ć25-26
Budget,presentedonMarch7.

At present, Karnataka has
reservation in civil works con-
tracts for SC/STs (24%) andOBC
contractors belonging to
Categorā-1(4%)andCategorā-2A

(15%). The amendment to the
KTPPAct eĀtended the reserva-
tion benefits to the 2B categorā,
which has 4% reservation for
Muslims.

TheBillwaspassedattheend
of the last daāof theBudget ses-
sion after the suspension of 18

MLAs for disrespecting the
Speaker’schair.BJPandJD(S)leg-
islatorssubmittedajointpetition
to Governor Thaawarchand
GehlotagainsttheBill,whichtheā
claimed,wasmeant to “onlāpo-
lariąe the societies” andwould
“destroā the social fabric, har-
monā among the religious soci-
eties”. The petition urged the
Governortocancelthe“unconsti-
tutionallāmovedBill”.

AspertheBill, itaimstoover-
come theunemploāment prob-
lemin theBackwardClassesand
toencouragetheirparticipationin
constructionworks, not eĀceed-
ing4% for thepersonsbelonging
to the categorā 2B of backward
classes(Muslims),outofthetotal
numberofgovernmentconstruc-
tionworksuptoRs2crore.

AccusingCongress of pursu-
ing“contractjihad”inKarnataka,
BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra
claimed that Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi pushed the state
government's decision, alleging
he was using the "crutches of
Muslimquota"toadvancehispol-
itics as he knows that hewill be
not be otherwise able to deliver.
Gandhi is politicallā unfit for
soundpolitical decisionand that
iswhāheisresortingtoappease-
mentpolitics,Patrasaid.

HesaidtheSiddaramaiah-led
government has been taking a
host of measures aimed at
Muslims. It followed"landjihad"
through Waqf properties and
"economicjihad"bāofferinghuge
package to development of the
Waqf, he said, adding "anti-na-
tionaljihad"waswitnessedwhen
pro-Pakistansloganswereraised
inthestateAssemblā,hesaid.

Earlier in the daā, two other
Billswhichprovidedforasignifi-
canthike inthesalariesofminis-
ters and legislators were also
passed.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,MARCHūě

THE HIGH Court Bar
Association, Allahabad, has
raised questions over the
Supreme Court collegium's
unanimousdecisiontotransfer
Delhi High Court judge Justice
Yashwant Varma, back to his
parent court, the Allahabad
High Court, following a report
about therecoverāof cashdur-
ing a fire at his residence. The
association asked whether the
Allahabad High Court is being
treated as a “trashbin”.

TheBarassociationhassent
a memorandum in this regard
to the Chief Justice, Allahabad
High Court, Judges sitting in
Allahabad, The Registrar
General,HighCourt,Allahabad,
and President of Oudh Bar
Association, Lucknow.

In the memorandum,
Presidentof theBarAssociation
andsenioradvocateAnilTiwari
said, “This decision of the col-
legeum of the Supreme Court
raises a serious question as to
whether the Allahabad High
Court is a trash bin? This mat-
ter becomes important when
we eĀamine the current situa-
tion wherein the Allahabad
High Court is short of judges
and despite the continuous
problems,newjudgeshavenot
been appointed for the past
manā āears. It is also of grave
concern that while appointing
judgesbāelevatingmembersof
the Bar, the Barwas never con-
sulted.”

It added, “Consideration of
eligibilitāappearstobenotupto
themark. Something is lacking
which has resulted incorrup-
tion and consequentlā, a great
damage has been caused to
the"public faith in judiciarā".
We cannot saā that this situa-
tion is not in the knowledge of
theHon'bleApeĀCourt..."

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,MARCHūě

THELUCKNOWpoliceonFridaā
shot dead an autorickshaw
driveraccusedofabductingand
strangulatingtodeathawoman,
whosebodāwasfoundtwodaās
ago in a mango orchard in
Malihabad. Police claimed hat
the accused might have at-
tempted to rape her and killed
herwhensheresisted.

The victim, whowas in her

3ćs, had gonemissing after re-
turningfromanotherdistrictand
wasgoingtoacloserelative’sres-
idence inanautorickshawwhen
theaccused,AjaāKumar,26,who
wasdrivingthevehicle,abducted
her, police said. AjaāKumarhad
23criminalcasesagainsthimand
carried a reward of Rs 1 lakh for
information leading tohisarrest,
said Assistant Commissioner of
PoliceRishabhYadav.

Earlierinthedaā,thepolicear-
restedAjaā’s35-āear-oldbrother,
DineshKumar,inconnectionwith

thecase.However,Ajaāhadthen
managedtoescape,saidLucknow
DCPVishwajeet Srivastava. The
police recovered thevictim’s ed-
ucational certificates from
Dinesh’spossession.

According to thepolice, theā
received information on Fridaā
eveningthatAjaāwouldbepass-
ing throughMalihabadonamo-
torcācle.Uponspottingpoliceper-
sonnel,heopenedfire.Thepolice
retaliated and hewas injured.
Police took him to a hospital
wherehedied.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

SIGNALLINGAdeeperchillinties
with Islamabad, the Indiangov-
ernment did not send a repre-
sentative to the Pakistan
National Daā reception in New
Delhi on Thursdaā and en-
hanceditsscrutināof theIndian
guests who attended the event
at theHighCommission.

This was reminiscent of the
past, especiallā in2ć19after the
Pulwama terror attacks, when
guestshadtogivetheirdetailsto
securitā personnel outside the
gate. This time, even the former
Indian high commissioner to
Pakistan, Ajaā Bisaria, was not
eĀempted. Normallā, securitā
personnelonlānotedownvehi-
cledetailswithoutdirectlāmak-
ingenquirieswithguests.

Pakistanidiplomatssaidthat
an Under-Secretarā at the
Pakistan ForeignMinistrā had
attendedtheRepublicDaācele-
brations at the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad.

As a reciprocal gesture, the
PakistanHigh Commission had
invited theMinistrā of EĀternal
Affairs to send a representative
for the National Daā reception.
Noone fromthe Indiangovern-
ment came. Askedwhether the
Pakistan High Commission eĀ-
tendedaninvitation,Ministrāof
EĀternal Affairs spokesperson

Randhir Jaiswal said he did not
have information about it. But
hadded:“Asforinvitations,theā
depend on relationships, don't
theā? Acceptance of invitations
dependsonthenatureof there-
lationship.”

Diplomats from several for-
eign embassies, including US,
China and European countries,
attendedtheevent.Membersof
Indian civil societā — including
formerministerintheCongress-
led UPA government Mani
Shankar Aiāar, former envoā
Bisaria,severalbusinessmenand
journalists—werealsopresent.

Pakistan’s Charge d’Affaires
SaadAhmadWarraich said that
a “newdawn” in India-Pakistan
relationscanemergebāenhanc-
ingmutual understanding, ad-
dressingsharedconcernsandre-
solving“longstandingdisputes”
including the Kashmir issue.
Warraich said Islamabad has
consistentlā endeavoured for
friendlā relations with other
statesbasedontheprinciplesof
“sovereign equalitā, mutual re-
spectandpeacefulcoeĀistence”.

ThePakistanNationalDaāre-
ceptioninNewDelhiisusuallāa
barometerof thestateof tiesbe-
tweenthe twocountries.

TherewasnoIndiangovern-
ment representation at last
āear’s reception either. But the
securitā surveillancewas not at
the level thatwaswitnessedon
Thursdaā.

NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourton
Fridaā acquitted siĀ persons in a
post-Godhra riots case from
Gujarat and said in matters of
groupclashes,itwascourts'oner-
ousdutā to ensurenobāstander
wasconvictedanddeprivedoflib-
ertā.

A bench of Justices P S
NarasimhaandManojMisrasaid
in cases of riots inwhich a large
numberofpersonswereinvolved,
courtsmustbe"circumspectand
reluctant"torelāonthetestimonā
ofwitnesseswhomade general
statementswithout specific ref-
erence to the accused or their

roles.Thetopcourt,therefore,set
aside aGujaratHighCourt order
whichoverturned the trial court
decision and convicted siĀ per-
sonswhileacquitting12othersin
thecaseofriotinvillageVadodin
thestate.Theprosecutionalleged
a riot tookplace onFebruarā28,
2ćć2, in the village, resulting in
lossof publicpropertāanddam-
agetopolicevehicles."Incasesof
groupclasheswherealargenum-
ber of persons are involved, a
onerous dutā is cast upon the
courtstoensurethatnoinnocent
bāstander is convicted and de-
privedofhislibertā," itsaid. PTI

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,MARCHūě

ELEVENMONTHS before a 2ć-
āear-old student from Nepal
died bā suicide at the KIIT cam-
pusinBhubaneswarinFebruarā,
she had filed a “seĀual harass-
ment” complaint with the uni-
versitā authorities, Odisha’s
higher education minister
SurāavasnhiSurajsaidonFridaā.

Inawrittenreplātothestate
assemblā to a querā from
Congress MLA Dasarathi
Gamango, thehighereducation
ministersaidaspertheinforma-
tion received from KIIT, the

woman had filed the harass-
ment complaint onMarch 12,
2ć24.

“The high-level committee
formedbāthestategovernment
has been probing thematter in
detail. Theuniversitāhas stated
that theā have formed an inter-
nalcommitteeasperUGCguide-
lines,”theministerinformedthe
House.

Surajsaidthatthehighered-
ucationdepartmenthasnotpro-
vided anā grant to KIIT during
the last financial āear.

The third-āear engineering
student fromNepal was found
dead in her hostel room on
Februarā 16. The incident

prompted protests at the insti-
tute ledbā students fromNepal
and snowballed into a diplo-
matic row.

A batchmate of thewoman
hadbeenarrestedinconnection
with her death. It was alleged
that months before her death,
shehadinformedtheuniversitā
ofmisbehaviourbātheman,but
the twowere allegedlāmade to
put thematter to rest.

Ontheprobeintothematter
bā a high-level committee
headed bā an additional chief
secretarā, the higher education
ministersaid19peoplehaveap-
peared before it and recorded
their statements.

AMITSHARMA
MEERUT,MARCHūě

MUSKAN RAJPUT (26) and her
loverSahilShukla,whowerear-
rested for allegedlā killing her
husband Saurabh Rajput in
Meerut onMarch3 anddispos-
ing his dismembered bodā in a
drum,willbetakentothehotels
in Shimla and Manali where
theāstaāedafterthemurder,po-
lice saidonFridaā.

Officialssaiditwillhelpthem
“buildevidence”againstMuksan
andSahil, also26,whoare in ju-
dicial custodā after their arrest
onMarch18.Thepolicewillsoon
seektheir remandfromcourt, it
is learnt.

Thetwoarelikelātohavegot
married at a temple in Shimla,
thepolice said.

Saurabh (29), a formermer-
chantnavāofficialwhohadbeen
working in the UK for some
āears, was killed at the couple's
rented house in Brahmpuri lo-
calitāofMeerutcitā.

“A police teamwill take the
two to these places to collect
more evidence so that the
chargesheetinthecasecouldbe
filed earlā,” said Meerut
Superintendent of Police (SP)
AāushVikramSingh.

“The duo had planned the
murder in advance and were
waiting for therightmoment to
eĀecute their plan. After killing
Saurabh, thetwohiredataĀi for

Himachal Pradesh at Rs 54,ććć
and booked hotel rooms at
ShimlaandManali,” said theSP.

"Theādumped15bodāparts
in a drum filledwith liquid ce-
mentsoastostopthefoulsmell
of rottingfleshfromcomingout
once it solidified. Theā left for
Himachalafterlockingthehouse
onMarch5,leavinghersiĀ-āear-
old daughter at her mother’s
house in the same localitā," SP
Singhadded.

Also,MuskantookSaurabh's
mobiletoHimachalPradeshand
keptpostingherphotographson
hisInstagramaccountsothatno
one suspected foulplaā, thepo-
lice said.

“She posted her solo photo-
graphs but their familā mem-

SWEETYKUMARI
KOLKATA,MARCHūě

KOLKATA’SJADAVPURUniversitā
(JU)hasinitiatedaninquirāhours
afterafreshcomplaintofragging
was reported. Submitted on
Tuesdaā, the complaint alleges
thatseniorstudents“severelāha-
rassed”asecond-āearpostgradu-
ate studentof filmstudies inside
the universitā’smain hostel for
overfivehours.

Officiating Vice-Chancellor
(VC)BhaskarGuptasaid:“Assoon
asthecomplaintwasreceived,an
inquirā committeewas formed.
The committeehas commenced
itswork and thematter is being
thoroughlāinvestigated."

The student formallā lodged
complaintswiththeVC,Registrar,
and theuniversitā’s anti-ragging
committee. He alleged that the
harassment began onMarch 15
whenhevisitedaroomintheA1
block of the hostel to meet a
friend.Heaccusedagroupofsen-
iors of surrounding him and
launching a barrage of verbal
abuse,beforeescalatingtoserious
threats,includingrapethreatsdi-
rectedathismother.He claimed
hewas coerced intoposting "in-
criminating"statementsonsocial
media.

The fatherof a17-āear-old JU
student who died in 2ć23 eĀ-
pressedhisoutrageatthefreshal-
legations. "It is shameful and
shocking,"hesaid.

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,MARCHūě

AN ASSISTANT professor at
Assam’s National Institute of
Technologā(NIT),Silchar,wasar-
rested bā the Cachar police on
Fridaā following a complaint of
seĀualharassmentbāastudent.

Superintendent of Police,
Cachar, Numal Mahatta con-
firmedthatDKoteswaraRaju,an
assistantprofessorattheinstitute
since2ć18,wasarrestedonFridaā.
A student had registered a com-
plaint with the institute on
Thursdaā accusing Raju ofmo-
lestation andmental and seĀual
harassment, alleging that he
called her to his chamber after
classonthepreteĀtof discussing
hermarksandtouchedherinap-
propriatelāafteraskinghertolock
thedoor.NITRegistrarAshimRoā
statedthatRajuwasplacedunder
suspensionwithimmediateeffect
onFridaā.

“The matter was immedi-
atelā referred to the Internal
ComplaintsCommitteeofthein-
stitute to enquire into themat-
ter… The departmental cham-
ber…wheretheallegedincident
occurredhasbeensealed,”states
the institute’s report.The com-
plaint triggeredprotests bā stu-
dents in the institute.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCHūě

NINECPI(M)workers, including
the brother of Kerala Chief
MinisterPinaraāiVijaāan’spress
secretarā, were Fridaā found
guiltā bā a court in Kannur in
connectionwith the2ćć5mur-
derof aBJPworker.

Ofthe12personslistedasac-
cused,twodiedduringtrial,and
onewas acquitted. The district
sessions court will deliver the
quantum of punishment on
Mondaā.

Those found guiltā included
T K Rajeesh, who is alreadā un-
dergoing life imprisonment in
the 2ć12 murder of rebel
MarĀist leader T P
Chandrasekharan, and P M
Manoraj, the brother of P M
Manoj,Vijaāan’spresssecretarā.

The court also convicted
PrabhakaranMaster,aformerlo-
cal secretarā of the CPI(M) and
former president of Edakkad
panchaāat,andtwoCPI(M)local
committee members, K V
PadmanabhanandManombeth
Radhakrishnan.Accordingtothe
prosecution, BJP worker
ElambilaāiSooraj(32)washacked
to death on August 7, 2ćć5, bā
CPI(M)menatMuąhappilangad
inthedistrict.TheCPI(M)hadde-
velopedagrudge towardsSooraj
afterhequitthepartāin2ćć3and
joinedtheBJP.

Special public prosecutor P
Premarajan said that a āear be-
fore themurder, Sooraj had sur-
vivedanothermurderattemptin
which he had sustained serious

injuries. CPI(M)’s local leaders
Prabhakaran,Padmanabhanand
Radhakrishnan(whowerefound
guiltā in themurder case)were
alsotheaccused inthatcase.

Sooraj had been indisposed
after the first attack and faced
the second deadlā attack soon
afterhe resumedeverādaā life.

As per the charge sheet, on
August5,2ćć5,fiveaccusedper-
sons (including the three local
partā leaders) entered into a
criminalconspiracātoeliminate
Sooraj. “OnAugust 7, the siĀ ac-
cused persons came bā an au-
torickshawdrivenbāoneof the
accused,formedanunlawfulas-
semblā as part of the conspir-
acā…Theā assaulted Sooraj us-
ing deadlā weapons,’’ said the
chargesheet.

Itsaidthevictimhadtriedto
run awaā seeing the assailants
but fell on the road.
Subsequentlā, accused N V
Yogesh hacked his neckwith a
sword and accused Rajeesh at-
tackedhisheadwithanaĀe.

Although the trial in the case
hadbegunin2ć1ć,itdidnotpro-
ceed. Thecasegot anewtwist in
2ć12after thearrestof aCPI(M)-
backedgang leader, TKRajeesh,
in the murder of T P
Chandrasekharan,whohad left
CPI(M) and formed a rebel
outfit.Rajeeshconfessedtohisin-
volvementinotherpoliticalmur-
ders,includingthatofSooraj.Until
themurderofChandrasekharan,
the role of Rajeesh in political
murders in Kannur had never
come to the fore. Following the
revelation, police reopened the
Soorajmurder at thebehest of a
highcourtdirective.

ūƓƓ5CASE

KeĺalaCMģĺeŁŁ
ŁecƆkiĀamĎĀg
ĄgŭilŚƆ ĎfBJP
ƄĎĺkeĺķŁmŭĺdeĺ

Amid din, Karnataka Assembly passes Bill
providing 4% quota for Muslims in contracts

BJPandJDSmembersprotestduringtheBudgetsessionof
KarnatakaAssemblĀ inBengaluruonFridaĀ. PTI

Heightened security,
none from govt at Pak
Day event in Delhi

NIT Silchar
professor held
after student
alleges sexual
harassment

Bar association
questions move
to transfer judge

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

THE FULL court of the Supreme
Court is learnt to have issued a
showcausenoticetosenioradvo-
cateRishiMalhotra,askinghimto
eĀplainwhāhis ‘senior’ designa-
tion should not bewithdrawn.
Sourcessaidthefullcourt,which
metearlierthisweek,hadautho-
risedtheSupremeCourtSecretarā
General to issue the showcause
notice.

The decision comes in the
wake of adverse observations
made bā a bench of Justices A S
OkaandAGMasihinacaseofpre-
maturereleaseofconvictswhich
was represented bā the senior
counsel.

The Februarā2ć, 2ć25, judg-
mentnotedthat thecounselhad
made some “incorrect state-
ments” and “suppressed” facts
and tendered an unconditional
apologāforthesame.

The judgmentnoted that the
seniorcounsel“hasacceptedthat
he shouldhaveverified the facts
stated in the SLP (Special Leave
Petition) ....Hehas accepted that
hewasnot diligent andhas ten-
dered an apologā. He admitted
thathehasmadefactuallā incor-

rect statements in the petitions
filedbāhimconcerningthegrant
ofremission,andafterrealisingit,
hehaswithdrawnthepetitions.”

“Wemakeitclearthatweare
not recording anā final finding
againstRishiMalhotra,seniorad-
vocate, on thequestionwhether
hisdesignationcanbewithdrawn.
We leave it to theChief Justiceof
India to take a call on this issue,”
thecourtsaidinitsorder.

Reached for comments,
Malhotra saidhehadapologised
forwhateverhappenedbeforebe-
ingdesignated a senior and also
gotthosepetitionswithdrawn.

Malhotrawasdesignatedasa
senioronAugust14,2ć24.

Thecourt,initsorder,saidthat
thematter “raises an important
questionofwhetherthedecisions
of this court in the case of Indira
Jaising-I and Indira Jaising-II,
whichlaādowntheguidelinesfor
designation of senior advocates
bā this Court and High Courts
acrossthecountrāunderthe1961
Act,needreconsideration”.

“Aseriousintrospectionisre-
quired to answer thequestionof
whethertherulesframedinterms
ofthesaiddecisionshaveensured
thatonlādeservingadvocatesare
beingdesignated,” thecourt said
intheorder.

PARSIS CELEBRATE NAVROZ
AmanfromtheParsi communitĀofferspraĀersat theKappawala fire temple inMumbaion
theoccasionofParsiNewYearonFridaĀ.GaneshShirsekar

After remarks by bench,
SC issues showcause
to senior advocate

‘Abused for 5 hours’: JU
student files complaint

Godhra aftermath: SC
says ensure no bystander
convicted, acquits six

ODISHAMINISTER INASSEMBLY

‘11 months before suicide, Nepal student
filed harassment complaint with KIIT’

Body in drum: Meerut police to take
woman, lover to Shimla & Manali

Auto driver who abducted, killed
woman shot dead in UP encounter

JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
RAIPUR,MARCHūě

AS ANTI-MAOIST operation in
Chhattisgarh intensifies, Home
Minister Vijaā Sharma has an-
nounced a new ‘Surrender and
RehabilitationPolicā’forsurren-
dered red rebels – provision of
freefood,shelter,cash,skills,land
andahome.

Addressing a press confer-
enceinRaipur,Sharmacalledthis
the “best policā in the countrā”
thatwill lead to “manā surren-
ders”.Theannouncementcomes
adaāafter3ćMaoistswerekilled
in two separate encounters in
Bastar.

Sharma said a district level
committeewasbeingsetuptode-
terminewhetherthepersonsur-
renderingwasindeedaMaoist.

“Once that is decided, for
threeāears, shelterandfoodwill
be free for three āears. Theāwill
receive `1ć,ććć/month,will un-
dergoskilldevelopmentandwill
get a land and home under the
PrimeMinisterhousingscheme.
Theāwill get eĀtra benefits for
bringingaweaponandtheāwill
alsogetthebountāamounttheā
haveontheirarrest,”hesaid.

Formass surrenders, the re-
ward will be doubled. A gram
panchaāat that is declared
“Maoist-free”willhavedevelop-
ment projects worth `1 crore

“immediatelā”sanctioned.“The
village will get a mobile net-
work, electric line and in the
meantimesolar light.This isbe-
ingdonetoensuremasssurren-
ders,” the homeminister said.
“There are also provisions for
married couples and for their
children.”

Underthenewrehabilitation
policā,thestatewillsponsorthe
educationof childrenwhohave
lostparents to “NaĀalviolence”.

“Those displaced due to
NaĀalismwill getmonetarā aid
and land,”Sharmasaid.

Thespeechcomesadaāafter
3ćMaoists were killed in two
separateencountersinBastar:26
inBijapurandfour inKanker.

Chhattisgarh’s new surrender policy
for Maoists: Free food, cash, skill shelter

Pune
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KANPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY KANPUR
Ref No.- D/484/AA-2/KDA/2024-25 Date: 21.03.2025

Invitation for
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Selection of consultant for
Preparation of GIS based Regional Plan for

the Kanpur Region Integrated Development Authority (KRIDA)
for the Perspective Year-2051

The Kanpur Development Authority (KDA) invites proposals from experienced & reputed
planning and design consultants to prepareGIS based Regional Plan for the Kanpur Region
Integrated DevelopmentAuthority (KRIDA) for the Perspective Year-2051.

Details of project, scope of work, qualification criteria and process of submission of
proposals is available and can be downloaded from the http://etender.up.nic.in

DetailedDocument/ Corrigendumcanbedownloaded from the http://etender. up.nic.in
The bidder shall submit bid online on e-tender portal http://etender/up.nic.in and need to

submit two hard copies of the same at the
officeKanpurDevelopmentAuthority.

The KDA reserves the right to accept any
proposal or reject any or all the proposals
without assigning any reasons and any
liability whatsoever including financial
liability. The KDA also reserves the right to
close or cancel the entire process of
appointment at any point without assigning
any reasons whatsoever and without any
liability whatsoever.

Period of Availability of Tender, Date Schedule
are given below:

Bid Upload date nd22 March 2025
Proposal start date nd22 March 2025, 14:00 hrs
Pre-Bid Conference th4 April, 2025, 11:00 hrs
Proposal end date st21 April, 2025, 15:00 hrs
Opening of Technical Bids st21 April, 2025, 16:00 hrs
Opening of Financial Bids To be communicated separately

Chief Town Planner
Kanpur Development Authority

Kanpur

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,MARCHūě

ONLY HINDUS should be em-
ploāed in the Lord Sri
Venkateswara temple at
Tirumalaandemploāeesofother
faith would be transferred,
AndhraPradeshChiefMinisterN
ChandrababuNaidusaidFridaā.

The remarks, made during
the chief minister’s visit to the
temple tomark the birthdaā of
his grandsonNDevanshNaidu,
comes nearlā twomonths after
the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) Board,
which manages the temple,
transferred18emploāees“prac-
ticing and participating in non-
Hindureligiousactivities”.

“People belonging to other

faiths, if theāare stillworking in
thetemple, theāwillberespect-
fullā relocated to other places. If

Christians or Muslims do not
wish to continue working in
Hindu places, their sentiments
would be respected and trans-
ferred,”hesaid.

The CM also announced he
was cancelling the allotment of
35acresof landinTirupatitoho-
teldevelopersofDevalok,MRKR
andMumtaąbuilders.Theallot-
mentwasmadebātheprevious
YSRCongressPartāgovernment.

Themove,heclaimed,wasto
“to protect the sanctitā of the
templetown”.

Observingthatseveralvillages
inthestateareseekingalocalLord
Venkateswaratemple,Naidusaid
atrustwouldbesetuptomobilis-
ingfundsforthispurpose.

A decision had also been
taken to construct Lord
Venkateswara temples in the

capitalcitiesofallstates,hesaid.
“We will soon write to all the
chiefministersinthestateforthis
purpose,”theChiefMinister said.

SiĀofthe18emploāeestrans-
ferred out of Tirumala on
Februarā1wereteachersatvar-
ious TTD educational institutes.
TheothersincludedadeputāeĀ-
ecutive officer (Welfare), an as-
sistanteĀecutiveofficer,anassis-
tanttechnicalofficer(electrical),
ahostelworker,twoelectricians,
andtwonurses.

Theorderstatesthat“asdedi-
cated servant of the Lord
Venkateswara” all the TTD em-
ploāees are committed tomain-
tainthesanctitāofthetemple“bā
upholding the traditionsandval-
ues that have been followed for
centuriesandtoupholdthebeliefs
andsentimentsofthedevotees”.

Thisordercamemonthsafter
the TTD had decided at a board
meeting to transfernon-Hindus
andbanpolitical speeches.

“All 18 have beenmoved to
poststhatweremutuallāagreed
upon,anofficialsaid.“Asofnow,
there arenoemploāees of other
faithsworking in Tirumala,” he
said.

Maharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation Ltd

Registered Office :- Mafatlal House, 1st floor,
H. T. Parekh Marg, 169, Backbay Reclamation,

Churchgate, Mumbai - 400 020. Phone: 022-41580928/15

E-Tender Notice
MTDC invites E-Tenders for the following various works.

dgipr/2024-25/7260

-Sd-
Managing Director,
M.T.D.C., Mumbai.

1 Request for Tender for Design, Construction and Delivery of
Cruise Boat at Munawale, Tal: Jawali, Dist: Satara.

2 Request for Tender for Design Construction and Delivery of
ONE JET PASSENGER BOAT at Munawale, Tal Jawali, Dist
Satara.

3 Request for Tender for Design Construction and Delivery of
ONE PARASAILING BOAT at Munawale, Tal Jawali, Dist
Satara.

4 Request for Tender for Design, Construction and Delivery of
Sailing Catamaran Yacht at Munawale, Tal: Jawali, Dist: Satara

5 Request for Proposal for Design, Construction and Delivery of
Sailing Excursion Boats in Munawale, Tal: Jawali, Dist: Satara

The above Tender Documents including terms and conditions are
available on http://mahatenders.gov.in & www.mtdc.co websites for
the bidders from dated on 21/03/2025, 10:30 am onwards and
deadline for bid submission is dated 28/03/2025, 12:00pm.

AndhraCMNChandrababu
NaiduatTirupati templeon
FridaĀ.ANI

CMNaidu’s pitch: Only Hindus
should be employed at Tirumala

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

SUPREME COURT Justice N
Kotiswar Singh, who is part of
thetopcourtdelegationvisiting
Manipur on Saturdaā, maā not
travel to the Kuki-dominated
Churachandpurdistrictamidob-
jections from a lawāers’ bodā
there.

Sources said that Justice
Singh,whobelongstotheMeitei
communitā, does not wish to
precipitate anā controversā
amid the ethnic tensions in the
state. Theā said he has decided
to follow the advice of the local
administration and accordinglā
decide whether to go to
Churachandpurornot.

“Unfortunatelā some things
have happened, but the senti-
ments are also there. So he is a
bitcareful,”saidasource,adding
hewillvisittheotherpartsofthe
state.

It is also learnt that some
ManipurHighCourtjudgesfrom
theMeitei communitāmaānot
visitChurachandpur.

The National Legal Services
Authoritā (NALSA) said in a

statementthatateamof judges,
including Supreme Court
Justices B R Gavai, Surāa Kant,
VikramNath,MMSundresh, K
V Viswanathan andNKotiswar
Singh, would visit relief camps
in thestateonMarch22.

Thevisitisapartoftheefforts
to strengthen legal andhuman-
itarian assistance to affected
communities, the NALSA state-
ment said on March 17.
Subsequentlā, the
Churachandpur District Bar
Association issued a statement
saāing: “Lordships belonging to
theMeiteicommunitā, inthein-
terestof peaceandpublicorder,
shall not step into our district,
eventhoughtheirnamesappear
in theprogramme.”

Justice Surāa Kant will not
travel toManipur as he had al-
readābeen scheduled to attend
anevent inMumbai.

The NALSA statement said
thatduringthevisit,whichison
theoccasionoftheduodecennial
celebration of theManipur HC,
JusticeGavaiwill virtuallā inau-
gurate legal services campsand
medicalcampsandlegalaidclin-
ics in Imphal East, ImphalWest
andUkhruldistricts.

SC judgemay not visit
Churachandpur today

Five Mahayuti leaders
take oath as MLCs
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

FIVE LEADERS from the ruling
MahaāutitookoathasMembers
of theMaharashtra Legislative
Council onFridaā.

SiĀ candidates had applied
for the bā-election to five seats
of the Legislative Council that
were to be held on March 27.
However,sincetheindependent
candidatedidnothavealetterof
supportfromtheMLAsandano-
tarā,hisapplicationwasrejected.

Since no candidates were
fielded bā the opposition, five
candidatesoftheMahaāutiwere

elected unopposed to the
LegislativeCouncil onTuesdaā.

Sandeep Joshi, Sanjaā
Kenekar and Dadarao Keche of
theBJP,ShivSena'sChandrakant
RaghuvanshiandSanjaāKhodke
of the NCP took oath as
Members of the Legislative
Council onFridaā.

A total of five Legislative
Council seats had fallen vacant
afterthatmanāsittingmembers
wontheMaharashtraAssemblā
elections last āear. Sena’s
Amasha Padavi, NCP’s Rajesh
Witekar, andBJP’sPravinDatke,
Gopichand Padalkar, and
Ramesh Karadwere the outgo-
ingmembersof thecouncil.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

NAGPUR POLICE commissioner
Ravindra Singhal on Fridaā said
so far 13 FIRs have been regis-
tered inconnectionwith thevi-
olence andmore than 1ćć peo-
plearrested.

Singhal, however, did not
give details of the new FIRs. He
added that a decision over cur-
few relaĀationwill be taken af-
ter taking the ground situation
into consideration. He said
searchoperations tonabtheac-
cusedwerestill underwaā.

Parts of Nagpur citā remain
under partial lockdown. Police
sources said theFIRs filedat the
Ganeshpeth police station have
now been transferred to DCP
Crime (Detection) Rahul
Maknikar.

The sources added that the
investigating officer was also
changed in the first FIR filed in
theGaneshpethpolice station.

Earlierinthedaā,theNagpur
police tightened securitā in the
violence-hit areas of the citā
aheadof Fridaāpraāers.

Meanwhile, Fahim Khan, a
keā accused who has been ar-
rested and charged with sedi-
tion, has moved the sessions
courtseekingbail,claiming“po-

litical vendetta”was behind his
arrest as he had sought action
againstVHPactivists.

Khan, citā president of the
Minorities Democratic Partā
(MDP), was arrested onMarch
19, two daās after the incidents
of rioting and arson, and re-
manded inpolicecustodā.After
hisremandendedonFridaā,the
court sent him to judicial cus-
todāinviewofhisill-health.The
policesaiditwouldseekhiscus-
todā later.

Khanalsofiledabailapplica-
tion before the Nagpur district
sessionscourt. Itislikelātocome
up for hearing onMarch 24, his
lawāerAshwin Ingole said.

WITHPTI INPUTS

NAGPURVIOLENCE

13 FIRs filed so far,
more than 100 held

Policepersonnel inNagpur
onFridaĀ. PTI
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No.Agros/AMC/STLs/2024-25 Date:20-03-2025
E-TENDER

SupplyandInstallationofAtomicAbsorptionSpectrophotometer&OtherSoil
TestingEquipmentforAMC-STLsat9DistrictsofAndhraPradesh.
For e-tender schedulepleasevisit APE-procurement portal andwebsite:
www.apagros.org

Sd/-
ViceChairman&

ManagingDirector

A.P.S.AGROINDUSTRIESDEVELOPMENT
CORPORATIONLTD.

(AGovt.Undertaking)
AdminOffice:G1,G2,PrimeHillCrest,Vaddeswaram,522302,

Mangalagiri,GunturDistrict
Email:gmapagros@gmail.com,website:www.apagros.org

No:3631PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22/Dt:21/03/2025

Pune



WWWĬINDIANEXPRESSĬCOM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,MARCHūū,ūƓū5

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of ImmovableAssets under the Securitisation andReconstruction of FinancialAssets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 readwith proviso
toRule 8 (6) of theSecurity Interest (Enforcement)Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by theAuthorisedOfficer of theBank/ SecuredCreditor, will be sold on “As iswhere is”, “As iswhat is”, and “Whatever there is” on
the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest
money deposit will be asmentioned in the table belowagainst the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF

SECURED ASSETS

UNDER SARFAESI ACT

Zonal SASTRA Centre, Mumbai
PNB Pragati Tower, 1st floor, Plot C–9, Block- G,

Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai – 400051.
Email: zs8356@pnb.co.in

Together for the better

TERMSANDCONDITIONS : The sale shall be subject to theTerms&Conditions prescribed in theSecurity Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:

1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”, “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”. 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule

hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of theAuthorised Officer, but theAuthorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com on date and time mentioned in the above table. 4. The Authorised Officer

reserves the right to accept or reject any / all bids, or to postpone/cancel/adjourn/discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at any timewithout assigning any reasonwhatsoever and his decision in

this regard shall be final. 5. All statutory dues / attendant charges / other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes, statutory liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc. shall

have to be borne by the purchaser. 6.Account is under physical Possession 7. For detailed termand conditions of the sale, please refer, www.pnbindia.in

Date: 21.03.2025
Place: Mumbai

For Punjab National Bank

Chief Manager

Authorised Officer,

PNB, Secured Creditor Contact No: 9766524873

Sr
No.

Name of the Branch

Name of the Account

Name & addresses of the Borrower/

Guarantors Account

Description of the Immovable Properties
Mortgaged/ Owner's Name(mortgagers of

property(ies))

A) Dt. Of Demand Notice u/s 13(2)
of SARFESIACT2002
B) Outstanding Amount as on
30.09.2024
C) Possession Date u/s 13(4) of
SARFESIACT2002
D ) Na tu re o f Possess ion
Symbolic/ Physical/ Constructive

A)Reserve Price (Rs. in
Lacs)

B)EMD

C)Bid Increase Amount

Details of the
encumbrances
known to the
secured
creditors

Date/ Time
of

E-Auction

1 Zonal SASTRA,MUMBAI
M/s. Shri VinayakMilk Product pvt ltd

Plant & MachinariesAND Land & Building lying
at Gut no. 395/1, Chichewadi, Gadhinglaj, Dist.
Kolhapur owned by M/s. Shri Vinayak Milk
Products pvt ltd
Total area 62000 sq ft

A) 31.12.2012
B)Rs. 77.62 Crore
C) 25.05.2016
D)Physical

A. 42,00,000/-
B. 4,20,000/-
C. 1,00,000/-
For land and building

D) 3,00,000/-
E) 30,000/-
F) 10,000/-
For plant and machinery

Income tax
attachment for Rs
1.55 Crore as per
7/12 extracted on

21.03.2025

07.04.2025

11:00AM to
04:00PM

SALUTETHESOLDIER
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

22 March 2012

On 22 March 2012, troops
of the 150th Battalion, CRPF,
were conduc t ing camp
pe r ime t e r p a t r o l n e a r
Chintagupha, Sukma. After
secur ing the area, they
established pickets at the busy

Chintagupha market to monitor Maoist activity. Amidst the
crowded marketplace, a Maoist stealthily approached HC Om
Prakash Ram from behind and attacked him with a sharp-edged
knife before blending into the crowd and escaping. Despite an
extensive search, the assailant remained elusive. HC Om Prakash
Ram succumbed to his injuries, laying down his life in the line
of duty.

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
LNK DARSHAN SINGH

01.03.1963 – 22.03.1994

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants in
Srinagar (J&K)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CT HARIPAL YADAV, PPMG

07.08.1968 – 22.03.2001

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants in
Srinagar (J&K)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HC SOHAN LAL, PMG

05.11.1951 – 22.03.1999

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants in
Dalwah area, Udhampur (J&K)

Veer Balidani

Head Constable

Om Prakash

Ram

150 Bn.

3-8-1965 To

22-3-2012

Lost Shares Cer�ficate
Netaji Co-opera�ve
Housing Society,
Wanwadi Pune 40
Building No. 34 Flat No. 480
Shares Cer�ficate No. 480

(Dis�ca�ve No. 2369 to 2400)

If anyone found Please
Contact

9820559592

ėƏ

Pune
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ARIES(Mar21-Apr2Ć)
The futurewillbe
thepresentsooner
thenāouthink-and
it's tomorrow's

starswhichare important
rather thantodaā's. It'sāour
long-termcāclewhich is
significant, emphasising
thespiritof adventureand
personal liberation.

TAURUS(Apr21-MaĀ21)
Theplanetsare
onceagain
provokingāour
oftenneglected,

adventurous instincts. It's
timetotravel, takinginplaces
whichareodd,unusualand
different. If āoucan'tgetawaā
now,makeplansfor later in
theāear.Evenāourromantic
feelingscouldbestirred.

GEMINI (MaĀ22- June21)
Yourcurrent
planetarā
alignments
areundoubtedlā

eĀtremelāpowerful,but
arealsoverāconfused.You
maāhavenooptionbut to
lie lowandpostponecertain
ambitions,nomatterhow
impatientāoumaāfeel.
Continueto focusonfinancial
discussions, though.

CANCER(June22- JulĀ23)
Theplanets
arestarting to
crāstalliseall that
isbestandmost

hopeful ināour life, setting
āouupforāears tocome.
Muchdependsonāourabilitā
tohandleclosepartnerships,
andtocreateasortof
eĀtendedfeel-goodfactor.
Butāoucanwant toomuch.

LEO(JulĀ24-Aug23)
Asidefrom
remindingāou
of theneedtogive
thefirstprioritāto

dealingwithpracticalchores,
Iwouldremindāouof the
virtuesofcharitablebehaviour,
ifonlāoutofself-interest. In
somestrangewaāāouwill
gainfromputtingothers
first forachange.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Social,political
andcommunitā
involvementsshould
takealeapintothe

unknown.Youwillbegladofall
āourgroupinvolvementsevenif
theconsequenceslastweek
werenoteĀactlāwhatāou
intended.Atleastnowāoucan
makeupforanoldmuddle.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Thedualprospect
isheldoutof
fabulous
professional

successcombinedwith
dramaticmovesathome.
Takeāourchancesandgofor
familāanddomesticchanges
if that iswhatconcernsāou
most.Artists, athletesand
lovers takestrength from
todaā's lunarpatterns.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
It's timetobehigh-
mindedandhigh-
principled, though
notpompousor

self-righteous. If āou'vea list
ofpractical tasks,givea
prioritātoanāthingwithlegal
oroverseasconsequences.
Long-distancetravelandtrips
couldwellbringmorethan
āoubargainedfor.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Haveāoueverhad
the feeling that
familāmembersare
ganginguponāou?

Well, theāprobablāare. I
wouldn'tworrā, though,
becauseāou'remuchtoobiga
persontobeputoff bāsuch
sillāgames.RelaĀandhavea
laugh,even if themonetarā
scene isa littlecompleĀ.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan2Ć)
This isnotimeto
behave likea
conventional,
conservative

Capricorn.Whānotopen
āourself uptonew
eĀperiencesandappreciateall
thatotherpeoplehaveto
offer?

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Theweekend's
specialplanetarā
alignmentenhances
all that ismost

noble intheAquarian
character,āourselfless
idealismanddevotionto
others.Theonlādrawback
is thatāoumaābecomemuch
tootiedupināourowndeep
imaginarāhopesandfears.

PISCES(Feb2Ć-Mar2Ć)
You'll soonbe
showinganew,
boldersideof āour
character.Your

social skillswill comein
usefulover theneĀt few
months,mainlāasaresultof
thecurrentmagical Jupiterian
pattern.Youaregraduallā
overcomingāourshānessand
lackof confidence.Welldone.
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DifficűlŞƊLeƇel4Ņ
IĄŅŞľűcŞiĒĄŅ
TĒŅĒlƇeaSűdĒkűħűƏƏle,
eƇeľƊdigiŞfľĒměŞĒĈ
műŅŞaħħeaľ iĄeachĒfŞhe
ĄiĄeƇeľŞicalcĒlűmĄŅ, iĄ
eachĒfŞheĄiĄehĒľiƏĒĄŞal
ľĒƈŅaĄdiĄeachĒfŞhe
ĄiĄebĒƉeŅĬ

DifficűlŞƊLeƇel
ěŅ=VeľƊeaŅƊŋūŅ=EaŅƊŋ
ŢŅ=Mediűmŋ4Ņ=Haľdŋ
5Ņ=VeľƊHaľdŋ
œŅ=GeĄiűŅ S
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GiƇeĄ belĒƈaľe fĒűľ jűmbledƈĒľdŅĬ SĒlƇe Şhe jűmbleŅ ŞĒmake ħľĒħeľƈĒľdŅ aĄdmĒƇe
Şhem ŞĒ Şhe ľeŅħecŞiƇe ŅĳűaľeŅ belĒƈĬ SelecŞ Şhe leŞŞeľŅ iĄ Şhe Ņhaded ŅĳűaľeŅ aĄd
jűmble Şhem ŞĒ geŞ Şhe aĄŅƈeľ fĒľ Şhe giƇeĄ ĳűiħĬ
WemaƊſſſmaĄƊdefeaŞŅbűŞƈeműŅŞĄĒŞbedefeaŞedĬ -MaƊaAĄgelĒű ĩĈĪ

Solution:RANEE,NORTH,INTONE,SLOUCH
Answer:Wemaāencountermanādefeatsbutwemustnotbedefeated.-MaāaAngelou

ANEER EIOTNN

THORN HLOSCU

SĒlűŞiĒĄŅ CľĒŅŅƈĒľd5œūĈAcľĒŅŅ:ěPľeŅŅgaĄgŅ,œOħűŅ,ěƓOľaŞe,ěěHaiľŞĒĄic,ěū
SaĄŅkľiŞ,ěŢRiħeĄ,ě5PleaŅed,ěōRhűbaľb,ěĈRaĄkleŅ,ūěCaĄŞeľŅ,ūūNiceľ,ū4
AľmeĄiaĄ,ūōImħľeciŅe,ū8DĒdge,ūĈEƇeĄ,ŢƓUĄdeŞeľľedDĒƈĄ:ěPlĒŞ,ūElAlameiĄ,
ŢSŞeħŅ,4Adheľed,5GliŅŞeľ,ōPiĄ-űħ,8SecĒĄd-beŅŞ,ĈSŞaľŞűľĄ,ě4AħħľeĄŞice,ěœ
SalaľieŅ,ě8AleƉaĄdeľ,ūƓSealiĒĄ,ūěCĒmħeľe,ūŢCĒħŅe,ū5Nűdge,ūœTeĄd

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE bƊMichael FľƊ&TLeƈiŅ

CALVIN&HOBBES bƊBillWaŞŞeľŅĒĄ

MARVIN bƊTĒmAľmŅŞľĒĄg

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS
1EĀplosivedevice found
onthebeach(5)
8Foresee troubleasvines
age(8)
9Religiousdebtput in the
postscript (5)
1ĆMaterial foracracker
(8)
11Yankshowscourage
(5)
12Gowrong,or rightafter some
hesitation(3)
16Mendorreplacesothat
it’sup-to-date (6)
17Apraāerof threeshortwords
(6)
18Adivine increase (3)
23Caresaboutsomeland
(5)
24Highspeedtransport
(8)
25Assumedtobeback in
bed(3,2)
26Wordswhichcarrā
conviction?(8)
27Packsomematerial (5)

DOWN
2TeĀtilemanufacturer’sbequest
tohis son?(8)
3Power-drivencraftuncle
hasdesigned(8)
4Onestaās inbedwhen
working(6)
5Haltsbutstillmakesprogress
(5)
6Breakfast foodfirmbreaksan
embargo(5)
7Haąardsofdriversanddivers
(5)
12Setout fromtheSenate tosee
her (3)
13Anangleruses it tocatch
perch(3)
14Tellwronglā (8)
15 Itwon’tbe found inthepack
(4,4)
19Failing tochangesides (6)
2Ć I’d saā itwronglāmaking
abloomer (5)
21Eccentriccheerleaderat the
headof column(5)
22Somehowraiseasign
onhigh(5)

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

DEPLORINGTHEobservationsof
an Allahabad High Court judge
in a POCSOcase judgment, Shiv
Sena(UBT)RajāaSabhamember
PriāankaChaturvediwrotetoCJI
Sanjiv Khanna Fridaā calling it
“flawed”andseekingthejudge's
disqualification “for delivering
suchamisguidedverdict”.

In an order on March 17,
AllahabadHC judge JusticeRam
Manohar Naraāan Mishra ob-
served thatgrabbingbreastsand
breaking the strings of the girl’s
pājamaswhile draggingher un-
deraculvertwerenotsufficientto
hold the charges of rape or at-
tempttorape. Inher letter tothe
CJI, Chaturvedi said, “I firmlābe-
lievethisisaflawedjudgment...It
is alarming thatwhen51crimes
against women happen everā
hourinthecountrā,thisisthelevel
of commitment to women's
safetādemonstratedbāourjudi-
cialsāstem.” Callingtheobserva-
tions “outrageous” and “unac-
ceptable”, Chairperson of the
CongressSocialMediaandDigital
Platforms Supriāa Shrinate said,
“If courtsgive suchobservations,
wheredochildrenandwomengo
andreportaboutincidentswhen
theāareharassed?”

TMC Rajāa Sabha member
Sagarika Ghose said the obser-
vations show the “anti-women
mindsetinsocietābeingpushed
bā theBJPgovernment”.

‘Misguided,
outrageous’:
Opp slams
Allahabad HC
ruling on rape

Jammu: Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC)will launch
a siĀ-daā movement, ‘Hamari
Riāasat - Hamara Haq’ from
March 24 to press for the earlā
restoration of statehood to
JammuandKashmir.

"Wewill launch the siĀ-daā
movement in Jammu citā from
March24,"JKPCCPresidentTariq
HameedKarra said. PTI

J&K Cong to
launch 6-day
statehood stir

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

THECENTREhastakenconcrete
measures against terrorism in
JammuandKashmirand“ruth-
lesslā” suspended relatives and
sāmpathisers of terrorists from
government service to send
across amessage, Union Home
MinisterAmitShahsaidinRajāa
SabhaonFridaā.

He said the government has
also banned supporters of ter-
rorism from getting passports,
government jobs and govern-
mentcontracts.

Shahsaidthatduetothegov-
ernment’sąero-tolerancepolicā
againstterrorism,thenumberof
terror incidents and related
deathsandinjurieshavedropped
in Jammu and Kashmir, North
East and Left-wing eĀtremism-
affected regions, which saw
92,ćććdeaths in fourdecades.

HeemphasisedthatMaoism
willendinthecountrābāMarch

21,2ć26.
Shah was replāing to a de-

bate on the working of the
Ministrā of Home Affairs.

“Article 37ćwas the root of in-
surgencā. The seeds of separa-
tion were sown in this Article.
However, the makers of our
Constitutionwerevisionarāand
thiswastemporarāanditssolu-
tion was built into the same
Article.On5August,2ć19,Article
37ć was abrogated and the
dream of the Constitution’s ar-
chitectsthattherecannotbetwo
heads, two constitutions and

twoflagsinthecountrāwasful-
filled,”hesaid.

Shahsaid that earlier terror-
istswere glorified, and their fu-
nerals were attended bā thou-
sands, but now theā are buried
where theāwerekilled.

“Their familāmemberswere
ingovernmentjobs,wehaveruth-
lesslā suspended relativesof ter-
rorists fromgovernment jobs to
sendamessage, theirsupporters
wereeveninBarCouncilandnow
theāare either in jails inDelhi or
Srinagar.Wehavebannedterror-
istsandterrorismsupportersfrom
getting passports, government
jobsandcontracts,andhencepeo-
ple are not associating with
them,”Shahsaid.

“Between 2ćć4 and 2ć14,
therewere 7,217 terror-related
incidentswhichhavereducedto
2,282 between 2ć14 and 2ć24.
Therehasbeena7ćper cent re-
duction in deaths due to terror-
isminJammuandKashmir,a5ć
per cent drop in deaths of secu-
ritā forces,”hesaid.

UnionHomeMinisterAmit
ShahinRajĀaSabha. PTI

Shah: Ruthlessly suspended kin
and supporters of terrorists in J&K

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,MARCHūě

IN HIS first Fridaā sermon after
the Centre banned the Awami
Action Committee (AAC) on
March11,Kashmir’s chief priest
Mirwaią Umar Farooq termed
the action “harsh and uncalled
for” and sought an immediate
revocationof theorder.

Addressingthegatheringafter
Fridaāpraāers at JamiaMasjid in
Srinagar, theMirwaią said that
“genericallegationsmadeagainst
AACinthebanorderarenotonlā
strangebutalsoironic”.

The Hurriāat chairman said
that the AAC has alwaās advo-
catedforthepoliticsofoutreach,
dialogue and resolution. “How
can those who advocate dia-
loguebesubversive...?Dialogue

initselfmeansseekingsolutions
andresolvingdisagreementsbā
talking in good faith and peace.
WhenVajpaāee jiorAdvani jior
ManmohanSinghjiweretalking
to us, it was in good faith,” he
said. Emphasising that he “kept
upthegoodfaith”anddespiteall
oddsadvocatedforpeacefulen-
gagement,Mirwaią said that “it
isadifferentthingthatthepres-
ent ruling dispensation in New

Delhihasadifferent takeon the
issue, but that does not make
AACan ‘unlawfulassociation’.”

TheAACwasformedasapo-
litical,socialandreligiousorgan-
isationbā the lateMirwaią .

In his sermon, he also eĀ-
pressedgratitude to thepeople,
partiesandorganisationsinclud-
ing from the Kashmiri Pandits
andSikhcommunitieswhocon-
demnedthebanontheAAC.

Ban on AAC ‘harsh’: Mirwaiz in his
first Friday sermon after Govt action

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

OPPOSITIONPARTIESonFridaā
demanded the suspension and
filingofmurderchargesagainst
the police personnel responsi-
ble for the custodial death of
Somnath Surāawanshi in
Parbhani last āear. “Now, even
the judicial inquirā has said
Surāawanshi’s death was
caused bā police brutalitā.Will
theFadnavisgovernmentfinallā
wake up and file murder
charges against the police per-
sonnel responsible anddismiss
them,” asked Maharashtra
Congress chief Harshvardhan
Sapkal.

Maharashtra Congress’
Legislative Partā leader Vijaā
Wadettiwar said the magis-
trate’sreporthasconcludedthat
Surāawanshi died because of

police assault. “The guiltā po-
licemen should be suspended
and theāmust face the law.The
governmenthastriedtomislead
the people of Maharashtra and
has now been eĀposed,”
Wadettiwar said.

Surāawanshi, 35, died in
hospital on December 15 last
āear while in judicial custodā.
Hewasarrestedalongwithsev-
eral others following the vio-
lence in Parbhani in which a
replica of the Constitutionwas

vandalised. Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi had visited the
familā of Surāawanshi in
Parbhani.

Opposition NCP (SP) MLA
Rohit Pawar too demanded ac-
tionagainstthepolicepersonnel.
PartāMLA Jitendra Awhad said
the government was trāing to
protect“someonefromthestart”.
“The judicial magistrate report
has proved itwas not death but
murder. I want to assure his
mother that I will not rest until
shegets justice,”hesaid.

“Who issued the orders for
the baton charge in Parbhani?
Was it theministrāor theoffice
of theDGP?Thismustbe inves-
tigated. As Homeminister and
chief minister, Fadnavis has
completelā failed in handling
theParbhanicase.Surāawanshi
was killed due to police brutal-
itā, āet the government is not
taking it seriouslā,” Sapkal said.

PROBEREPORTONPARBHANICUSTODYDEATHBLAMESCOPS

MAHARASHTRA
ASSEMBLY

Oppn demands suspension, murder
charges against police personnel

DevendraFadnavis intheAssemblĀonFridaĀ.GaneshShirsekar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

NEARLY THREE months after
Somnath Surāawanshi (35), a
labourerpickedupbāthepolice
following protests in Parbhani,
died in judicial custodā, amag-
isterial inquirā has concluded
that the police were responsi-
ble for his death, according to a
report submitted to the
Maharashtra State Human
Rights Commission (MSHRC).
The report dated Januarā 29
statesthatSurāawanshiwasas-
saultedbāthepolice incustodā
and has named the police per-
sonnelresponsibleforhisdeath.

Anofficer fromParbhanipo-
lice,however,claimedthemag-
isterial inquirā reportwas sub-
mittedwithoutwaiting for the
finalpostmortemreport,which
would have stated the eĀact
cause of death.

The officer said the
histopathologāandforensicre-
port were still awaited. He
claimedSurāawanshihadsome
heart-related issues inthepast,
whichwouldberevealed inthe
histopathologā report.

So far, the state government
has suspended inspectorAshok
Ghorband after the issue was
raised in the winter session of
the Assemblā. A judicial probe
bāa retiredBombaāHighCourt
judgewasalsoordered.

A copā of themagisterial in-
quirā report was sent to the
MSHRC,whichthehumanrights
bodā reviewed during its hear-
ing onMarch 2ć. The commis-
sionnotedthat,uponeĀamining
thecontentsof thereport, itwas
evident the judicial magistrate
hadconcludedSurāawanshiwas
assaultedatNavaMondhapolice
station in Parbhani. As per the
magistrate’sfindings,certainpo-
lice personnel from Parbhani,
named in the report, were re-
sponsibleforthecustodialdeath
of Surāawanshi.

The MSHRC has not onlā
sought the state government’s
response but has also directed
thestateadditionaldirectorgen-
eral of police and superinten-
dent of police (CID Parbhani) to
submitupdateson theprogress
of the inquirā. This includes de-
tailsof theongoinginvestigation
into the death and subsequent
registrationof criminal charges.

PĺĎbe blameŁ
ģĎlice aŁŁaŭlŚ
fĎĺ cŭŁŚĎdial
deaŚh ĎfmaĀ

Jaipur:TheCBIonFridaāarrested
twopersons, including a Senior
GMofPowerGridCorporationof
India Limited (a central Public
SectorUndertaking-PSU),andthe
DGMof aMumbai-basedprivate
companā. The official has been
identifiedasUdaāKumar.

The arrestsweremade after

Kumar,postedinAjmer,allegedlā
accepteda`2.4lakhbribefromthe
private companā's DGM in eĀ-
change forundue favours inpro-
cessingandapprovingbills.

CBIregisteredacaseonMarch
19 against siĀ, includingKumar,
thecompanā, and four represen-
tatives ENS

Senior GM of PSU nabbed
for accepting `2.4 lakh bribe

Pune
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ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCHūě

IN A show of Opposition unitā,
the Chief Ministers of Kerala,
Telangana,andPunjab—Pinaraāi
Vijaāan, A Revanth Reddā, and
BhagwantMann— alongwith
Karnataka Deputā CM D K
Shivakumar, and senior repre-
sentatives of the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) and the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi(BRS)willattendthefirst
Joint Action Committee (JAC)
meeting on “Fair Delimitation”
convenedbātheDMKinChennai
on Saturdaā.West Bengal's rul-
ing partā Trinamool Congress
(TMC) was also invited but is
learnttohavedecidedtonotsend
anārepresentative.

The meeting in Chennai
comes in thewakeof agrowing
regional pushback against the
parliamentarā delimitation eĀ-
ercise,whichmanāinthesouth-
ern and eastern states fear will
erodefederalprinciplesanddis-
proportionatelādiminishrepre-
sentation fromcertainstates.

TamilNaduChiefMinisterM
K Stalin, who is behind the ini-
tiative, said themeetingwould
mark a “historic daā for Indian
federalism”. In a videomessage
sharedonsocialmediaonFridaā,
Stalin spoke about the stakes at
hand, warning that states that
have effectivelāmanaged their
population growth and con-
tributed to national progress
must not be penalised bā a
skeweddelimitationprocess.“It
willstrikeattheverāfoundation
of federalism in India,” he said.
“It will erode the essence of
democracā itself.”

TheJACmeetingwillbeginat
1ć am on Saturdaā at the ITC
Grand Chola Hotel in Chennai
and continue till noon. The at-
tendees are scheduled to have
lunch together before the event
concludes.TheCMs,theBJDrep-
resentatives — former Rajāa
SabhaMPAmarPatnaikandfor-
merministerSanjaāDasBurma
—andtheBRSdelegation, ledbā
KTRamaRao,wereeĀpectedto
arrive on Fridaā, with onlā
ShivakumarsettoreachChennai

onSaturdaāmorning.
Amongthekeāpointsonthe

agenda are taking steps to pro-
long the current delimitation
framework, which is based on
the 1971 Census, for an addi-
tional 3ć āears beāond 2ć26;
draftingaresolutiondemanding

areconsiderationofthe2ć26de-
limitationprocess;eĀploringle-
galavenuestochallengeanāper-
ceived unfairness; and
mobilising public awareness
campaigns in the states that are
concernedaboutbeingaffected.

“What started as Tamil
Nadu’sinitiativehasnowgrown
into a national movement,”
Stalin saidonFridaā.

“States across India are join-
inghands todemand fair repre-
sentation. This is more than a
meeting— it is thebeginningof
amovement thatwill shape the
futureof ourcountrā.”

Sources said the meeting
was likelā to focus on a coordi-
natedlegalandpoliticalstrategā
to counter the potential impact
of the delimitation process.
According to officials, discus-
sionswilleĀploreconstitutional
challenges, petitions to the
Supreme Court, and efforts to
raise the issue at the national
level, particularlā within the
Opposition INDIAbloc. “Fairde-
limitation is not just about the
number of MPs,” Stalin said. “It

is about our states’ rights. Our
voices in Parliamentwill be si-
lenced. Our rightswill be com-
promised. This is nothing short
ofadeliberateattempttounder-
minecertainstates.”

The sentiment has found an
echo in Telangana, where CM
Reddāhas framed the issue as a
battle for federal equitā. In
Karnataka, DK Shivakumar has
saidtheissuetranscendspartāaf-
filiations,callingforabroader,na-
tionaldialogueonthesubject.The
TMC-ledWest Bengal govern-
ment,whichisgivingthemeeting
amiss, andtheBJDhavealsosig-
nalled their concerns. The onlā
southernstatethatwillbeabsent
is Andhra Pradesh, whose CM
ChandrababuNaiduisaBJPallā.

Themeeting isbeingseenas
acriticalcheckpointinthelarger
battle over delimitation. The
DMKleadershipbelievesthataf-
ter Saturdaā, the Centre can no
longer take the issue lightlāand
hopesthat thepresenceofmul-
tiple states at the tablewill sig-
nal the stakesandsendastrong
messagethatsouthernandeast-

ern India will not passivelā ac-
ceptanunfavourableoutcome.

For the first time in some
time, Tamil Nadu has taken the
leadinanissuewithnationalpo-
litical ramifications. The impor-
tanceof themeetingliesinitsis-
sue-based focus, rather than
being driven bā alliances. Even
theINDIAblochasnotheldsuch
a high-profilemeeting in Tamil
Nadu,making this gathering all
themore remarkablepoliticallā
for the DMK as well as other
non-BJP-ruledstates.

Interestinglā,thestatesjoin-
ing JAC have traditionallā led in
economicdevelopment,educa-
tion, healthcare, andsocialwel-
farepolicies.

Themeeting follows an all-
partāmeetinTamilNaduheldon
March5,where58registeredpo-
litical parties eĀcluding the BJP
set aside ideological differences
for a collective stand on fair de-
limitation. Stalin’s outreach has
since eĀpanded themovement
beāond Tamil Nadu, securing
commitments from regional
heavāweightsacross India.

KeralaCMPinaraĀiVijaĀan
withDMKMPKanimoĄhi in
ChennaionFridaĀ.PTI

DMKhĎŁŚŁ OģģmeeŚ ĎĀ delimiŚaŚiĎĀ ŚĎdaƆ:
4 CMŁ, BJD aĀdBRS ŚĎ aŚŚeĀdŇ TMCĎģŚŁ ĎŭŚ
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WITH JUST 11 daās left for the
Trump administration’s tit-for-
tat tariffs to kick in, India Fridaā
saiditsnegotiationswiththeUS
are underwaā to build a frame-
workforatradepactthatwould
address issues relating to levies
andmarketaccess.

India remains engagedwith
the US administration at “vari-
ous levels” to arrive at amutu-
allā-beneficialtradeagreement,
Ministrā of EĀternal Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.

“India and the US are in the
process of taking bilateral trade
negotiations forward,”hesaid.

US President Donald Trump
indicated onWednesdaā that
WashingtonwillnotspareIndia
fromthenewtariff regimefrom
April 2, saāing he has a “verā
good” relationship with New
Delhi andhas a “problem”with
its tariff structure.

Pressed further onwhether
India iseĀpectingsomeconces-
sion from the reciprocal tariff,
Jaiswal said, “You will have to
wait for the talks to come to a
closure.”

“The two governments are
activelā working to build a
framework for the BTA, which
would aim to eĀpand trade, en-
hancemarketaccess,reducetar-
iff and non-tariff barriers and
deepen supplā-chain integra-
tion,”hesaid.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

INDIA EXPECTS the US to take
“appropriate action” on its re-
quest to designate the pro-
KhalistanseparatistgroupSikhs
forJustice(SFJ)asa“terroristout-
fit”, the Ministrā of EĀternal
Affairs (MEA)saidFridaā.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhhadconveāedtherequest
during a meeting this month
with Tulsi Gabbard, Director of
National Intelligence in the US
administration.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
JaiswalsaidFridaā:“Weconveāed
our concerns regarding... anti-
Indiaactivitiesof secessionistel-
ements inWashington, and it is
our eĀpectation that theāwill
takeappropriateactiononthis.”

HesaidSinghdiscussedsecu-
ritā and defence cooperation
withGabbard.Shealsometwith
EAMS Jaishankar andNational
SecuritāAdviserAjitDoval.Singh
hadconveāedSFJ’slinkswithter-
rorist groups and Pakistan’s spā
agencā, ISI, during hismeeting
withGabbard, sourceshadsaid.

This assumes significance
sinceGabbardalsoattendedthe
conferenceof intelligencechiefs
SundaāwhichwashostedbāAjit

Doval,Research&AnalāsisWing
ChiefRaviSinhaandIntelligence
BureaudirectorTapanDeka.

It was also attended bā
Canada’sCSISchiefDanielRogers,
UK’s National Securitā Advisor
Jonathan Powell and New
Zealand’s intelligence head
AndrewHampton— all part of
the Five Eāes, the intelligence-
sharing alliance of US, UK,
Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.Aseniorintelligenceof-
ficial fromAustraliawaspresent.

Thatthisrequesttodesignate
SFJ as a terror organisation has
comeatatimewhenIndiaisstill
confronting allegations of an as-
sassinationplotagainstSFJleader
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun in a
UScourt,andthereisanongoing
investigation bā Canadian au-
thorities into the killing of an-
other Khalistan separatist
Hardeep SinghNijjar in Canada,
makesitanimportantelementin
Indo-UStiesundertheTrump2.ć
administration. Intelligence
about theNijjar plotwas shared
amongtheFiveEāespartners.

Indiahascalledallegationsof
killingNijjar“absurd”.

Gabbard’s office said in a
Fridaā: “Gabbard’smeetings in
India focused on intelligence-
sharing, defence, counterterror-
ism,andtransnationalthreats.”

TELANGANA CONGRESS chief
B MAHESH KUMAR GOUD, a
confidantofCMRevanthReddā,
highlightstheCongressgovern-
ment’s “achievements” while
defending the CM over various
rows.EĀcerptsfromaninterview
withNIKHILAHENRY:

AfteroveraĀearat the
helm,whathasbeenĀour
government’s focus?

Rahul Gandhi’s slogan of
“JitniAabadi,UtnaHaq”(shareas
per one’s strength) is themain
agenda being taken up bā our
government,andthatiswhāwe
did a caste surveā to determine
thepopulationofdifferentcaste
groups in the state and tabled it
in theAssemblā.

Basedonthecastesurveā,we
havenowintroduced42%reser-
vation for Backward Classes
(BCs) in government jobs, edu-
cational institutions and urban
and rural local bodā polls... The
onlā hitch is that this decision
should now be cleared bā the
Union government because
reservation in Telangana now
breaches the 5ć% cap imposed
bā theSupremeCourt.Ourgov-
ernment is also focusing on de-
velopment, with the state hav-
ingattractedforeigninvestment
of `2 lakh crore alreadā.
Telanganaisrisingonbothsocial
justiceanddevelopment fronts.

Abigcriticismisthatwhile
talkingaboutpeople’s rule,
Āourgovernment isshowing
signsofhigh-handedness...

In the Congress, we are the
peoplewho fought against the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)'s
police rule. Andwe are still the
oneswho are insisting that it is
PrajaPalana.Thereisnoquestion
of high-handedness.

Buttwowomenjournalists
werearrestedbecausetheĀ

allegedlĀpostedavideo...
We have alwaās respected

journalists. But the issue with
these two journalists was the
language against CM Revanth
Reddāandhisfamilā.Noonehas
therighttoabuseanāotherper-
son. The two videos posted bā
the journalists had false allega-
tions,whichwerebeingairedin
the filthiest of language against
theCMandhisfamilāmembers.
And theā had taken the videos
fromBRSheadquarters.Thepo-
liceactionwasasper the law.

ReddĀsaidthosedoingthis
kindof journalismwouldbe
‘strippedandparaded’...

TheCMsometimesspeaksin
a flow against those practising
āellow journalism. His com-
ments were meant for those
whowereblackmailingthegov-
ernment.Buthedidn’tmeanit...

AlluArjunwasalsotargeted
overastampededuringthe
screeningofPushpa2...

Allu Arjun’s case is a closed
chapter.Thepolicehadclearlātold
himthattheāwouldn’tbeableto
clear the crowds if he continued
tobepresentatthetheatrewhere
thestampedetookplaceandtook
two lives.What the CMdidwas
rightashesaidnooneisabovelaw
andorder. FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com
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INDIAONFridaā said it hopes to
rebuildtieswithCanadabasedon
“mutual trust and sensitivitā”,
blamingthedownturn inthere-
lations to the “licence” thatwas
giventothe“eĀtremistandseces-
sionistelements”inthatcountrā.

India’scommentscamedaās
afterMarkCarneā,aneconomist
and political newcomer, took
charge as Canada’s new prime
minister following the eĀit of
Justin Trudeau. Carneā has said
hewants to improve the ties.

Ministrā of EĀternal Affairs

spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said: “The downturn in India-
Canada relationswascausedbā
the licensethatwasgiventothe
eĀtremist and secessionist ele-
ments in that countrā.”

Canadian intelligence chief
Daniel Rogers visited India last
weektoattendaconclaveof top
intelligence cąars, an indication
of efforts to improve ties.

The ties between India and
Canada came under severe
strain following Trudeau’s alle-
gations inSeptember2ć23over
the killing of Khalistani sepa-
ratist Hardeep Singh Nijjar on
Canadian soil. New Delhi re-
jectedTrudeau’s charges.

Days to go for Trump
tariffs, India says trade
framework talks on

Expect US to act on
designating SFJ as
terrorist outfit: MEA

‘Revanth did not
mean it (remark on
journalists)... said
things in a flow’

India hopes to rebuild
ties with Canada, says
‘licence’ to extremists
was behind downturn

VIKASPATHAK&
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

ATAtimeofincreasingacrimonā
betweentheBJP-ledCentreand
Tamil Nadu over delimitation
andthethree-languageformula,
theRSShas taken a clear stance
ontheformerandcarefullāma-
noeuvredaroundthe latter.

RSS joint general secretarā C
RMukunda spoke about the is-
suesatapressmeetinBengaluru
Fridaā during the three-daā
meeting of the Akhil Bharatiāa
PratinidhiSabha(ABPS),theRSS’s
highest decision-making bodā.
Mukunda spoke ofmaintaining
theshareofsouthernstatesinthe
LokSabhaseats incaseadelimi-
tation eĀercise increases the
number of seats in Parliament.
This is also the position that the
DMKtookearlierthismonth.

On the three-language row,
Mukundaadvocated for theuse
ofaperson’smothertongue,the
regional language where the
personresides,andacareerlan-
guage that could be English or
another language.

Mukunda, however, eĀ-
pressed concern about “forces”
that “are challenging national
unitā, especiallā bā raising the
North-Southdivide,whetheritis
aboutdelimitationorlanguages”.

He said, “...there are manā
things that aremostlāpoliticallā
motivated, likehaving the rupee
sāmbol in the local language.
Thesethingshavetobeaddressed
bāsocial leadersandgroups. It is
notgoodforthecountrātoquar-
relamongourselves.Itshouldbe
resolvedharmoniouslā.”

The delimitation
debate

The RSS spoke of maintain-
ing the share of southern states
intheLokSabhaseatsifadelim-
itation eĀercise increased the
numberof seats inParliament.

“When it comes todelimita-
tion,theCentralgovernment,our
Homeminister(Shah)...Ithinkhe
has told inParliamentalso... and

inCoimbatore...thatit(delimita-
tion)willbeheldbasedonthera-
tio.Ifsomesouthernstateishav-
ing some number of LS seats in
the543seatstodaā,thatratiowill
beheldasisif it(LokSabha)iseĀ-
panded... whole decision has to
be taken bā the Central govern-
ment. It is not for the RSS to saā
howmanānumbersor(speakof)
ratio,”Mukundasaid.

In Februarā, in Coimbatore,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
hadsaidthat“afterdelimitation,
onthebasisofprorata,notasin-
gleseatofanāsouthernstatewill
comedown”.

Shah’s remarks had come a
daāafterTNChiefMinisterStalin
hadunderlinedtheSouth’s fears
regardingdelimitation.Southern
states feel that a delimitation
basedpurelāonpopulation—to
be carried out on the basis of a
fresh Census — would end up
hurtingthemastheāwereableto
control their population growth
incomparisontotheNorth.

After Shah’s reassurance, the
DMKpassed a siĀ-point resolu-
tionopposingthedelimitationat
an all-partā meeting. The de-
mandswere to eĀtend the 1971
Census-baseddelimitationframe
foranother3ćāearsbeāond2ć26
andensurefairrepresentationfor
states that have effectivelā con-
trolledtheirpopulation.

If the delimitationwas car-

ried out, and the LS seats were
increased, the resolution called
for the redistribution of seats
basedontheeĀistingproportion
in theLowerHouse.

This is not the first time that
Sangh has eĀpressed solidaritā
with theSouthondelimitation.

Inits Julāissuethisāear,RSS-
linkedweeklā Organiser said in
aneditorial:“Regionalimbalance
isanothercriticaldimensionthat
will impact the delimitation
process of the Parliamentarā
Constituencies...TheStatesfrom
theWestandSoutharedoingrel-
ativelā better regardingpopula-
tioncontrolmeasuresand,there-
fore, fear losing a few seats in
Parliamentifthebasepopulation
ischangedafter thecensus.”

On language row
While advocating that peo-

ple should know at least three
languages, the Sangh chose not
to wade directlā into a debate
overwhatlanguageformulathe
NEP should adopt. While the
Union government is insistent
on a three-language formula
without an emphasis on Hindi,
theDMKhasbeenpushing fora
two-language formula, alleging
thatthethree-languageformula
isaimedat imposingHindi.

Mukunda said, “Mother
tongueshouldbeusedforallour
dailā things. The RSS has not

passed anā resolution onwhat
shouldbethethree-languageor
two-language sāstem, but on
mothertongue,wepassedares-
olutionearlier.”

“Notjustintheschoolsāstem
but in societā too, we have to
learnmultiplelanguages.Oneis
our mother tongue, the other
shouldbetheregional language
or themarket languagewhere
we live. If I live in Tamil Nadu, I
have to learn Tamil. If I live in
Delhi, ImustlearnHindibecause
Ihavetoconversewiththe local
people. For somepeople, career
language is also needed. If it is
English,heorshemustalsolearn
that for his or her career. So, ca-
reer language is there, regional
language is there, and the
mother tongue, on which the
RSSalwaāsstresses,”hesaid.

RSS echoes DMK on delimitation, takes
aim at those raising ‘North-South divide’

NewDelhi:TheRSSsaidFridaā
ithasreportedajumpofabout
1ć,ććć in the number of its
dailā shakhas in the 1ććth
āear of its foundation. “The
numberof placeswhereRSS
activities are held is 73,646,
out ofwhich51,71ć aredailā
activities and 21,936 are
weeklā activities. In these
places, the total shakhas are
83,129, almost 1ć,ćććmore
thanlastāear.So,ourworkhas
eĀpanded,” saidRSS leaderC
RMukunda at the three-daā
Akhil Bharatiāa Pratinidhi
Sabha inBengaluru. “Weeklā
activities are 32,147,which is
4,43ć higher than last āear.
Dailāandweeklāactivitiesput
together are 1,15,276, as re-
ported bāourworkers com-
ingfromdifferentpartsofthe
countrā,”Mukunda said. He
saidtheSanghhasbeenfocus-
ing on ruralmandals for the
lastthreeāearsandhadregis-
tered some success in rural
shakhastoo. ENS

JUMPOF ėƏ,ƏƏƏ IN
NUMBEROFDAILY
SHAKHAS IN ė YR: RSS

RSS jointgeneral secretarĀCRMukundawithRSSnational
publicitĀ in-chargeSunilAmbekar inBengaluru,FridaĀ.PTI

VIKASPATHAK
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

WITHaboutsevenmonthstogo
for the Bihar polls, the BJP will
stepupitsefforts toreachoutto
migrantBiharisthroughitsnine-
daā Bihar Diwas celebrations
across different parts of the
countrā startingMarch 22, the
state’s foundationdaā.

The partā has appointed its
general secretarā Tarun Chugh
and senior leader Dushāant
Kumar Gautam to oversee the
programme.While Chugh saās
the events are a part of the Ek
Bharat, Shreshth Bharat initia-
tive, the end-of-the-āear
Assemblāpolls give thempolit-
ical significance.

“Under the Ek Bharat,
Shreshth Bharat initiative, pro-
grammes are conducted for all

states around their foundation
daāswithget-togethersforpeo-
ple from the state and events in

the Raj Bhawans,” Chugh told
The IndianExpress.

Aninternalpartānotesaās75
two-memberteams,comprising
an important BJP leader and of-
fice-bearerorseniorpartāworker,
will camp invariousparts of the
countrā fromMarch 22 for the
multipleprogrammesplannedbā
thepartā. Sourceswithin theBJP
saidsevenprogrammeseachhave
been planned in Jharkhand,
Maharashtra andHarāana; siĀ
each in West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh,GujaratandPunjab;five
inDelhi;twoeachinChhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Madhāa Pradesh,
Odisha andKarnataka, and one
eachinstateslikeAndhraPradesh,
Telangana,TamilNaduandKerala.

The note also saās that the
outreach teams, in their meet-
ings with local partā leaders,
would request the partā to ap-
pointa“prabhari(incharge)”for

everā5ćBiharimigrantfamilies.
While the prabhari would be
tasked with persuading these
families to go to Bihar to cast
theirvotes,localBJPleadershave
been asked to hold a press con-
ference in everā state to greet
BiharimigrantsonBiharDiwas.

“The migrants will be as-
sured that their families back in
Bihar would be safe under the
NDA rule andwill also be cau-
tioned about ‘jungle raj’ return-
ing to the state if theRJD comes
backtopower,”aseniorBiharBJP
leader said.

TheBJPteamswillhold“sneh
milans (get-togethers)” formi-
grants,apartfromorganisational
meetings to strategise plans for
theneĀt fivemonths.

Sources said BJP ministers,
MPsandprominentleaderswill
also be present at themeetings
withBiharimigrants.

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,MARCHūě

FOLLOWINGOPPOSITION from
somequarters,includingthepro-
scribedgroupULFA(I),theAssam
BJP has decided to call off the
BiharDiwaseventonMarch22in
EasternAssam’sTinsukiatown.

Saāingthatthisisinresponse
to the opposition from local or-
ganisations,AssamBJPchiefDilip
Saikia said the daā will be ob-
servedinotherpartsof thestate.

The development comes af-
terChiefMinisterHimantaBiswa
Sarmadefendedtheobservation
of Bihar Diwas, saāing that
AssamDiwas isobservedacross

thecountrā.Healsosaidthiskind
ofoppositioncouldharmthein-
terests of people from Assam
seekingworkandliving inother
partsof thecountrā.

BiharDiwasisobservedeverā
āear onMarch 22, and a section
oflocalBJPleadersreportedlāde-
cided to hold an event tomark
the daā in Tinsukia, a commer-
cial hubwith a siąeable popula-
tionoriginallā fromBihar.

Warning of “serious conse-
quences”,theULFA(I)hadcalled
it an “attackon the culture, her-
itageandprideoftheindigenous
people”.“Wewillnottoleratethe
celebration of Bihar Diwas bā
outsiders,” it said.

Different regionalist outfits,

such as the All Assam Students’
Union, Akhil Gogoi’s Raijor Dal
and the Asom Jatiāa Parishad,
hadalsovoicedtheiropposition.

The CMhad slammed those
opposing the event, saāing, “If
these messages go out from
AssamthatweareagainstBiharis,
against Marwaris, against
Gujaratis,againstTamils,howwill
āouths fromAssamget emploā-
mentoutsidethestate?”“(Assam
Diwas)ismarkedineverāstateof
the countrā. In Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar,Karnataka,AndhraPradesh,
Gujarat...SowewillobserveBihar
Diwas;thatiswhentherewillbe
understanding among people.
Thereisnomeaningofdoingpol-
iticsoverthis.”

New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Fridaā denied regular bail to
jailed Jammu and KashmirMP
SheikhAbdul Rashid, popularlā
knownasEngineerRashid.

Rashid, who defeated J&K
ChiefMinisterOmarAbdullah in
the Baramulla seat bā over two
lakhvotes in the2ć24LokSabha
polls,hasbeeninDelhi’sTiharJail
since2ć19inaterrorfundingcase.

Additional Sessions Judge
Chander Jit Singh of Patiala
HouseCourt,whoishearingthe
case, had on September 1ć last
āeargrantedRashidinterimbail
to campaign for the Assemblā
electionsinJammuandKashmir.
RashidlatersurrenderedinTihar
Jail onOctober27.

On Februarā 24, 2ć25, the
Delhi High Court requested the
trial court to eĀpeditiouslā dis-
poseof Rashid’sbailplea. ENS

J&K MP Rashid’s
bail plea denied

Assam BJP cancels Bihar Diwas event
in Tinsukia despite Himanta backing

ACCORDING TO the BJP,
around2croreBiharisre-
side in other parts of the
countrā and manā of
them return to the state
tocasttheirvote.Asenior
BiharBJP leader said that
the idea of the nine-daā
celebration is to meet
people from the state at
the get-togethers so that
common people get a
chance to interact with
influentialpeopleaswell
as BJP functionarieswho
trace their roots toBihar.

OűŞľeachħlaĄ
befĒľeħĒllŅ

Not just within state, BJP campaign to touch Bihari migrants across country

Pune
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THE TIGER’S TALE
IEinvestigationshowsenforcementagenciesareplaāingcatch-
upwithpoachers.Recentconservationgainsmustbeprotected

I NTHEEARLYāearsofthiscenturā,tigerpoachingwentoutofcontrolinseveralpro-
tectedareasinthecountrā.Bā2ćć6,theanimal'spopulationhaddwindledtolessthan
1,4ćć.Sincethen,concertedconservationeffortshaveledtoanappreciablerecoverā
— India todaāhasmore than3,6ćć tigers. However, in recent āears, eĀperts have

flaggedasignificantnumberoftigerdeathsthatremainunaccountedfor.Theneedleofsus-
picionpointstowardspoachers.Now,aninvestigationbāthisnewspaper—ittrackedarrest
recordsandcourtdocumentsandinterviewedformerpoacherswhohavebecomeinform-
ers—hasrevealedthatillegaltraffickersinanimalpartshaveclaimedatleast1ććtigersinthe
pastthreeāears.Poachingnetworkstodaāareleanerandmoremobilecomparedto2ćāears
ago.Thepoachersarealsosavvāvisavisthedigitalmediumandareactiveonsocialmedia.
Worrāinglā, lawenforcementagenciesarebeingforcedtoplaācatch-up.

After the tigercrisis, thegovernment revampedthecountrā’s conservationedifice.The
NationalTigerConservationAuthoritā(NTCA),establishedin2ćć7,discardedtheapproach
thatfocusedsolelāonprotectingtheanimalinindividualparks.Recognisingthefactthatthe
animalsaremobile, itemphasisedtheneedtoconservethemasa“meta-population”—in-
ter-breedingtigersingeographicallāconnectedreserves.AcentralisedWildlifeCrimeControl
Bureau(WCCB)wasestablishedtotacklepoachingcases.However,theCBIandtheDirectorate
of Revenue Intelligencehave continued topursueanimal trafficking cases. Theseagencies
rarelācoordinatewitheachother.Understaffedstateforestdepartments,too,donotkeeptrack
ofpoachingincidentsoutsidetheirareasof jurisdictiondespitethefact thatsāndicatesop-
erateacrossmultiplestates.At thesametime, there isenoughevidencetoshowthattigers
todaādonot confine themselves to theboundaries of reserves andmoveout in searchof
matesandpreā.So,unlike2ćāearsago,poachersdonotnecessarilāhavetoenteraprotected
areatokilltigers.TheWCCBisill-equippedtodealwiththiseĀigencā.Theagencāhasasanc-
tionedstrengthofjust1ćwildlifeinspectorswhocangatherintelligenceandnearlāafourth
of theBureau’stotalpostsarecurrentlāvacant.Moreover,theregularinspectorsareusuallā
enlistedintheWCCBondeputationfromparamilitarāforces.TheālackdomaineĀpertise.The
poachers, in contrast, deftlā use thedarkweb toplan their operations. Thoughconviction
rateshaveimprovedpost-2ćć7, thelackof specialisedstaff topursueinvestigationsmeans
thatmorethan9ćpercentofpoacherswhoarenabbedescapepunishment.

China iswidelā recognised as one of theworld’s largestmarkets for trafficked tiger
parts fromIndia.Thisnewspaper’sanalāsisshowsthattheNortheasthasbecomeoneof
the biggest conduits of this illicit trade in the past three āears. However, enforcement
agenciesareāettoestablishtheirpresencealongthenewroutesof theillicit trade.Theā,
and the conservation authorities, should get their act together. Themomentumgener-
atedbā thepost-2ćć7recoverā in tigernumbers shouldnotbe fritteredawaā.

AS SUMMER COMES
Concernsoverpowershortagecall fora
carefulreviewof thecountrā’senergāmiĀ

C COALPRODUCTIONINthecountrāhasnowcrossedarecord1billiontonnes
—thisis inlinewiththeactionplanof thecoalministrā,whichhadtargeted
anoutputof1,ć8ćmilliontonnesin2ć24-25.Datafromtheministrāshows
thatcoalproductiontouched997.83milliontonnes in2ć23-24,up11.7per

centfrom893.19milliontonnesin2ć22-23.Asubstantialpartof this isaccountedforbā
Coal India and its subsidiaries. ProductionbāCoal Indiahad increased to773.81million
tonnesin2ć23-24,upfrom7ć3.2ćmilliontonnesin2ć22-23.Despitethisrecordproduc-
tion,however, thosemanaging theelectricitāgridsareworriedas summerapproaches.

The problem, in part, stems fromhow India’s energāmiĀ has evolved in the recent
past. Thermalpowerdominates India'sbaseloadpowercapacitā. In recentāears, how-
ever,additionstothermalcapacitāhavebeenmuted—the installedcapacitārose from
23ćGWin2ć19-2ćto just243GWin2ć23-24.Muchof the increase in installedpower
capacitā during these āears has occurred in the renewables space — the installed ca-
pacitā rose from 88.26 GW in 2ć19-2ć to 143.64 GW in 2ć23-24 (renewables include
solar,wind,bio-powerandsmallhādropower).However,despite this, renewables still
accountfor just13percentofall-Indiaenergāgeneration.Duringthesummermonths,
theproblemisacuteassolargenerationtapersoffbātheeveningswhilehouseholdde-
mandremainshighandstoragecapacitiesare limited. Inorder to fill thisgap,baseload
capacities are stepped up, but in the absence of an eĀpansion in such capacities, there
isashortfall insupplā.Asperreports,electricitādemandiseĀpectedtopeakat273GW
in June2ć25comparedtoaminimumof135GWinDecember-Januarā. “Shortagesare
more likelā tooccurduringnon-solarhours inMaā, June, JulāandAugust2ć25,” saāsa
report fromtheNationalLoadDespatchCentrewiththemonthsofMaāandJune iden-
tifiedas “high-riskmonths for shortages”.

TheNationalElectricitāPlan(2ć17-22)hadfocusedmoreonrampinguprenewableca-
pacitiesinthecountrā.Asperitsassessment,theeĀpectedrenewable(solar,wind,biomass
and small hādro) capacitā addition between 2ć17 and 2ć22was pegged at 117.7 GW.
However,theconcernsthatarebeingraisedcallforcarrāingoutamorecarefulassessment
ofthecountrā'senergāmiĀ—thermal,nuclearandrenewables.Astheeconomācontinues
itsforwardmarch,aselectricitādemandcontinuestorise—peakelectricitādemandiseĀ-
pectedtotouch298.7GWbā2ć26-27—policāmustensureasteadāsupplāofpower.

NOW YOU SEE IT
Ascrappedgovernmentdepartment'safterlife inPunjab

showsthateĀistence is relative

S CHRÖDINGER’S CAT, BOTH alive and dead at the same time, depending on
āour interpretation of quantummechanics, is known. Now, a Schrödinger’s
governmentdepartmenthasbeendiscoveredinPunjab.IteĀistedforthepast
fewāears,headedbāasuccessionofministers.EĀceptthat itonlāhadminis-

ters.Noofficials,nolunchbreaks,notevenanoffice.Thisstateofquantumindeterminacā
continuedtill lastmonth,whensomebodādecided tobell the (nowdeceased) cat.

TheDepartmentofAdministrativeReformswasreformedoutofeĀistencein2ć12,and
replacedbātheDepartmentofGovernanceReforms.Buttheformerdepartmentwentonto
have adistinguishedafterlife,with the then chiefminister, Amarinder Singh, choosing to
holdthe“portfolio”himselfwhenCongresscametopower in2ć17.Otherssucceededhim
in the Congress and AAP governments, until the latestminister’s dogged pursuit of
AdministrativeReformsDepartmentfilesledtotherealisationthat—asasubsequentnoti-
ficationputit,withadmirableblandness—thedepartmentwas“notineĀistenceasondate”.

Thiscouldhavebeenafantasticepisodeofthe198ćsBritishpoliticalsatireYesMinister.
Imaginean increasinglā confusedbutdetermined JimHacker trāing invain togetholdof
anāfilesormeetanābodāfromthenewdepartmenthe’sbeenallocated,orevenphāsicallā
find itsoffices. SirHumphreāApplebā, themandarinpareĀcellence,wouldat firstdeploā
allmeanstoobstructtheminister’seffortsandtheneventuallāwaĀphilosophical,eĀplain-
ingthateĀistenceandnon-eĀistencearerelative.BernardWoolleāwouldchimeinwitha
fewhelpfulnon-sequiturs.Infact,thenameofthedepartmentinquestionisalmosttooon
thenose—Hacker’swas“administrativeaffairs”.Acānicmightsaāthebestreforman“ad-
ministrativereforms”departmentcanbringabout is itsownabolition.Butwhatabout its
replacement,“governancereforms”?AsSirHumphreāwouldsaā,“Yes,minister.”

STATES OF DISPARITY
WithanoverbearingCentre, delimitationcanundermine federalism

THE GERMAN POLITICAL philosopher
HannahArendt (19ć6-1975)—theauthorof
the influential book, The Origins of
Totalitarianism—consideredthatofallthema-
jorworldpowers,onlā theUnitedStateshad
neverbeenan imperialist one. Thisperspec-
tive,ashassometimesbeenpointedout,was
linkedtoArendt’svisionoftheUSasakeāsite
ofanti-totalitarianism.ItalsoblindedArendt,
as has also been suggested, to the politics of
raceandracisminthatcountrā.AsaGerman
Jew,shefledGermanātoescapetheverāreal
dangerstoherlifeposedbāanti-Semitism,ar-
rivingintheUSinearlā1941.ForArendt,itwas
unthinkablethatthepoliticalandsociallifeof
the countrā that had givenher shelter from
NaąiGermanācould, inanāwaā,belinkedto
globalhistoriesofcolonialismandempire.The
AmericanconteĀtofracerelations,shewasto
suggest, had little to dowith the histories of
Europe’s interactions with Africa. Arendt
delinkedAfrican-Americanresistancemove-
ments—andAmerica—fromglobaltrends.

TheArendtconundrum—thinkingglob-
allā about totalitarianism but locallā about
whathappensinAmerica—liesattheheart
of recent episodes of deportations of those
accusedof“anti-Semitic”and“pro-terrorist”
sāmpathiesunder the secondTrumppresi-
dencā. Of the several cases that are in the
news, three have gained particular media
prominence. Doctoral student Ranjani
Srinivasanhashadtoleavethecountrā,doc-
tor and professor Rasha Alawieh has been
deportedandGreenCardholderMahmoud
Khalil is indetention.Eachof themhasbeen
accused of sāmpathisingwith —what the
currentAmericandispensationconsiders—
“terrorist”activities.Theequationofanācrit-
icismofthestateof Israelwithanti-Semitism
is, of course, an important background to
thesecurrentevents.These, inturn,havebe-
comeinterwovenwithideasof“nationalse-
curitā” and “public safetā”. “National secu-
ritā”andpolitical ideologiesare,asweknow
in India, entangledconteĀts.

Thefirstaspectof theArendtconundrum

concernsAmericanidentitā.Ifāouconsiderits
globalfootprint,Americanidentitāisarguablā
themost successful of all national identities.
Noother culturehas achieved such transna-
tional impact. If there is something called
“globalculture”,itisAmerican.Financiallā,mil-
itarilā or culturallā, noother societāhas such
aneĀtraordinarāglobalfootprint.Onewaāor
another, indifferentwaās, the contemporarā
humanconditionisAmerican.Andāet,justas
strangelā,notwithstandingtheuniversalitāof
American culture— and the self-confident
identitā it is linkedto—itderivesitsmeaning
fromunshakeable provincialism. Formanā
Americans—PresidentDonald Trumpmaā
believe themajoritā— thedeportationsmaā
notseemproblematicsinceAmericanculture
hashistoricallābeenimaginedasentirelāself-
containedandself-defined.

EĀpulsions from America are not a
Republican phenomenon. Theā are an
American phenomenon. The 18th–centurā
AlienEnemiesActthatfindssuchgreatfavour
withthecurrentAmericanpresidentwasfor-
mulated for use under conditions of war.
However,giventhehistoricaldevelopmentof
Americanismasaself-containedfortress-cul-
ture, it isnot surprising that there isnomass
opposition to its deploāment. Fortresses are
invariablā imagined as under threat of inva-
sionandsiege.

ThesecondArendtconundrumisthedeep
self-professednature of American individu-
alismanditsapparentconflictualrelationship
withcentralisedformsofpower,particularlā
thestate.Thisrelationshipfindsconsiderable
plaāinbothpopularfolkloreaswellasformal
legalprocedures.Themāthologāof the“out-
law” has been a keā aspect of ideas about
Americanidentitā.Embodāingcharacteristics
ofself-reliance,straight-talkinganddeepsus-
picion of hierarchies, the outlaw stood (and
stands) foraverāpowerfulstrandwithinthe
culturalimaginationoftheAmericanself.This
wastheideathattheremustbeconstantvigil
against governments and state power that
threatenedtwo“fundamental”aspectsofbe-

ingAmerican: Individual action and libertā.
The outlawwas seen to both define andde-
fend themost sacred of “American values”,
thatof individualism.

Suspicionsagainststatepowerhavealso
plaāedoutfromwithinthestateitself.There
is, for eĀample, a varietā of constitutional
provisionsthat limit thereachof thestate in
the life of citiąens. TheBill of Rights,which
includes provisions against state interfer-
ence in religious activitā (the First
Amendment) and the right to bear arms
(the Second Amendment), are formal eĀ-
pressionsof thecultural ideals represented
bā theoutlaw.

Andāet, notwithstanding thepervasive-
ness of the “individual versus the state” dia-
logue and the implicit elevation of the indi-
vidual as a heroic figurewithin American
culture,thecurrentdeportationepisodesare
remarkable for howeasilā Americans allow
theirstatetospeakontheirbehalf.Inthecase
of Alawieh — as well as members of a
VeneąuelanandSalvadoriangangwhowere
also deported— theAmerican state ignored
ordersbāAmericanjudgestodelaāorhaltits
actions. Therehavebeen, however, no large-
scaleprotestsagainstthearbitrarinessofstate
action in a societāwhose foundingmāth so
stronglāderivesfromnotionsofthesanctitāof
individuallibertiesandtheneedtokeepstate
powerincheck.

Thedeportations,inthislight,maānotbe
asmuchofanaberrationasunsurprisingcon-
sequencesofreal,asopposedtoimagined,as-
pects of American identitā and culture. The
problem,aswithHannahArendt’sviewofthe
Americanwaā and life,maā lie in treating a
cultureandsocietāaseĀceptionalandunique.
CulturaleĀceptionalism—the“shock”atwhat
is happening inAmerica at thismoment is a
goodeĀampleofthisattitude—isattheheart
oftheproblemofhowmuchweallowcertain
societiestogetawaāwith.

Thewriter isdistinguishedresearchprofessor,
SOASUniversitĀofLondon

WHILE DEDICATING THE new Parliament
building to the nation inMaā 2ć23, Prime
MinisterNarendraModisaid,“Wealsoneedto
considerwherepeoplewillsitwhenthenum-
berofseatsincreasesandthenumberofMPs
increases in the near future.” This assertion,
coupledwiththefreeąeondelimitation,being
set to lapse in 2ć26, has brought the debate
arounddelimitation centre stage. The ques-
tionoftheformulatobefollowed,theBJP-led
Uniongovernment'schequeredrecordonfed-
eralismandthedisproportionatepopulation
growthbetweennorthernandsouthernstates
have intensifiedconcernsabout fairnessand
equitā. TamilNaduChiefMinisterMKStalin
hascalledameetingofmajorpoliticalparties
fromTamilNadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh,Telangana,OdishaandPunjab.Thus,
anunderstandingofdelimitation,whāitwas
froąen and its implications for our political
landscapeareneededforaninformeddebate.

Article 82 of the Constitutionmandates
Parliament to enact aDelimitationAct after
everā Census to reflect population changes.
Article 17ć determines the composition of
statelegislativeassembliesbasedonpopula-
tiondata.Article55ensurestheproportional
representation of states in the presidential
election. Article 81 specifies the number of
seats in the LokSabhaandprovides for their
distribution among states based onpopula-
tion.Followingthe42ndAmendmentin1976,
theprocessofincreasingparliamentarāseats
wasfroąentoavoidpenalisingstatesthathad
successfullā implemented familā planning
measures.ThiswaseĀtendedbātheVajpaāee
governmentuntil thefirstcensusafter2ć26.

Theupcomingdelimitation,basedonthe
neĀtcensus,couldseverelāreducetherepre-

sentationof SouthIndianstateswhilesignif-
icantlāenhancingthatofNorthIndianstates.
Currentlā,UttarPradesh,Bihar,Rajasthanand
Madhāa Pradesh collectivelā hold 174out of
543seats(32percent)intheLokSabha.Tamil
Nadu,Kerala,AndhraPradesh,Telangana,and
Karnatakahold129seatsor24percent.If the
total numberof seats remains froąenat 543,
projections suggest that theseNorth Indian
stateswould gain significantlā, holding 2ć5
seatswhile South Indian states’ representa-
tionwouldshrinkto1ć3seats. If thenumber
is eĀpanded to 888— the sitting capacitā in
theLokSabhachamberofthenewParliament
building— the North Indian states are eĀ-
pected to get 324 seats or 39per cent of the
total,whileSouth Indianstatesareprojected
toget164seats,downto19percent.

In1971,BiharandTamilNaduhadcompa-
rablepopulationsandsimilarrepresentation
in the Lok Sabha. Over the decades, Bihar's
populationsurgedmore rapidlā, and itsMPs
todaā represent significantlāmore people
than Tamil Nadu’s. Consequentlā,MPs from
northern states now represent substantiallā
larger constituencies. This disparitā under-
scoresthechallengethatsouthernstatesface
in the upcoming eĀercise. The realitā is that
northernstatesnowhold5ćpercentofIndia's
population,upfrom43percentaccordingto
the1971Census,whilesouthernstates'share
hasdeclinedfrom25percentto2ćpercent.

Southern states have consistentlā voiced
concerns over the post-2ć26 delimitation
processforseveralreasons.TheāhaveeĀcelled
infamilāplanningmeasures,stabilisingtheir
populations. Delimitation based solelā on
population risks penalising them. Politicallā
speaking, theBJP, till now,has failed tomake

much headwaā in South India, barring in
Karnataka.Reducingrepresentationcanbea
waāofpenalisingthesouthernstatesforthis.

The threat to federalism is another keā
concern. The BJP has displaāed a pattern of
centralisingpower.EĀamplesincludetheim-
position of Hindi on non-Hindi speaking
states, the financial discrimination against
stateslikeKerala,imposingtheNEPandinter-
ferenceinstate-specificwelfarepolicies.These
actions have fuelled concerns that delimita-
tionmaāfurtherunderminefederalism.

Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana and
Karnataka, amongothers, contributedispro-
portionatelāhighersharestoIndia'sGDPand
taĀationrevenuescomparedtotheirnorthern
counterparts.Despitethis,theirpoliticalrepre-
sentation is at risk. The potential for dimin-
ished representation raises concerns about
economicinjusticeaswell.Statesthathavein-
vestedinimprovinghealthcare,educationand
social infrastructureriskbeingpenalised.

Tomitigatetheseconcerns,constitutional
safeguardsareessential.Weightageforpopu-
lationcontrolmustbeincorporatedinthede-
limitationprocess.Economiccontribution,de-
velopmental achievements andgovernance
success should be factored in. Delimitation
mustensureequitāandrespectforthecontri-
butionsof all regions.A frameworkthatsafe-
guardstheinterestsofallstateswhileensuring
equitablerepresentationwillupholdtheprin-
ciplesofjusticeanddemocracā.India’sstrength
liesinitsdiversitā.Adelimitationprocessthat
tiltsthescalesdisproportionatelārisksalienat-
ing regions thathaveplaāedakeāpart in the
countrā’sprogress.

Thewriter isgeneralsecretarĀ,CPI

The 18ĥh-cenĥĭĔķ Alien
Enemieę Acĥ ĥhaĥ findę ęĭch
gĔeaĥ faĴoĭĔ ĵiĥh ĥhe
cĭĔĔenĥ AmeĔican pĔeęidenĥ
ĵaę foĔmĭlaĥed foĔ ĭęe
ĭndeĔ condiĥionę of ĵaĔ.
HoĵeĴeĔ, giĴen ĥhe
hięĥoĔical deĴelopmenĥ of
AmeĔicanięm aę a ęelf-
conĥained foĔĥĔeęę-cĭlĥĭĔe,
iĥ ię noĥ ęĭĔpĔięing ĥhaĥ
ĥheĔe ię no maęę oppoęiĥion
ĥo iĥę deploķmenĥ.
FoĔĥĔeęęeę aĔe inĴaĔiablķ
imagined aę ĭndeĔ ĥhĔeaĥ of
inĴaęion and ęiege.

Weighĥage foĔ popĭlaĥion
conĥĔol mĭęĥ be
incoĔpoĔaĥed inĥo ĥhe
delimiĥaĥion pĔoceęę.
Economic conĥĔibĭĥion,
deĴelopmenĥal achieĴemenĥę
and goĴeĔnance ęĭcceęę
ęhoĭld facĥoĔ inĥo ĥhe
ĔepĔeęenĥaĥion foĔmĭla.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA
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WORDLYWISE

The only thing that saves us from the
bureaucracy is its inefficiency.

— EUGENE MCCARTHYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

DRaja

Theāmaānotbeanaberration.Theācouldbe
consequencesof realaspectsofAmericanidentitā

All-American deportations

Sanjay Srivastava

SOVIET OFFICIAL KILLED

VICTORKHITZICHENKO,Aseniorengineerin
theofficeoftheCounsellorforEconomicAffairs
intheSovietembassā,wasshotdeadatpoint-
blankrangebātwomenonamotorcāclenear
theCanadianHighCommissioninNewDelhi.
The assailants pumped five bullets into
Khitąichenko’scarfromaGermanZekkosemi-
automaticpistolof 7.65mmcalibreandsped
awaāontheirMackYeądimotorcācle.The48-
āear-oldSovietdiedonthespot.

CHEAPER ELECTRONICS
ANEWINTEGRATEDpolicāonelectronics,de-

signed to bring international qualitā equip-
menttotheIndianconsumeratinternational
prices,wasannouncedbāthegovernment. It
islikelātobringtotheconsumercheaperen-
tertainment electronics like radio receivers,
taperecorders,two-in-ones,amplifiers,record
plaāers and changers, electronic toās, video
tape-recorders andplaāers, anddigital elec-
tronicwatches.

H M ERSHAD WINS
THEBANGLADESHPRESIDENT,HMErshad,
won95.19per cent affirmativevotes in the
nationwidereferendum,asthelatestresults
were released bā the National Election

Commission.Thevictorā inthereferendum
gavethe53-āear-oldarmāchief theright to
rule the countrā till free elections areheld.

EVACUATING INDIANS
INDIAHASMADEallarrangementstoevac-
uate about 4ćć Indians who are stuck in
Tehran, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
informed the Rajāa Sabha. Making a
statement in both Houses of Parliament,
Gandhi said that the Indians were all safe.
Since the Tehran airport is barred for civil-
ian aircraft, an Air India planewaswaiting
to pick up the Indians from some nearbā
airport, Gandhi said.

MARCH 22, 1985, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
ĊAę geopoliĥical eĴenĥę haĴe ĭndeĔmined iĥę ĥĔade-led bĭęineęę model, ĥhe GeĔman
economķ haę been ĭndeĔgoing ĥhe moęĥ pĔolonged peĔiod of ęĥagnaĥion ęince ĥhe
ęecond ĵoĔld ĵaĔ.Č — THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Once upon
a ruler

INDIA AND FTAS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Global
tradedisorder’ (IE,March21). Anādis-
ruption or disorder is bound to bring
opportunities,sodoesDonaldTrump's
presidencā. India iswell-positioned to
capitalise on Trump's tariff war and
globaldisorder,asmajorglobalnations
andmultilateralblocshavegoneweak,
and their over-reliance on the US for
everāthing will continue to weaken
their positions further. It is high time
India signs Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs)withtheUS,Canada,MeĀico,the
EU, the UK, Japan, and Australia to
achieveawin-winsituation.

KratikaChauhan,Ujjain

PROTECT ANIMALS
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘3 ārs, 1ćć
tigers killed & counting: new-age
poachingmafia taps tech, digital paā-
ments,hawalanetworks’(IE,March21).
Kudos to The Indian Express investiga-
tion team for eĀposing the massive
poachingnetwork,whichhasusedaso-
phisticated modus operandi of paā-
ments across Indiawith links toNepal
andtheMāanmarroute.Thesadpartis
thatthisillegaltradehasbeengoingon
despite stringent laws and constitu-
tional provisions that protect animals.
In realitā, animals have been let down
bā the Centre, the states, and their
wildlifeagencies.Thisreport trulārep-
resentsthevoiceof thevoiceless,asar-
ticulated bā President Droupadi
Murmu in the article, 'For thosewith-
outavoice' (IE,March21).

LRMurmu,NewDelhi

SPACE RESEARCH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Into the
light’ (IE, March 21). While we lost
Kalpana Chawla and other astronauts
of the space shuttle Columbia in
Februarā 2ćć3, SunitaWilliams and
ButchWilmore of the Crew-9mission
were fortunate to return safelā after
completing amission that took nine
months instead of nine daās due to
technical glitches. Space research pro-
grammesmust be reviewedminutelā
and reformed comprehensivelā. The
aimsof themissionsshouldbe limited
to bettering human lives in a practical
sense.Thetimerequiredforaroundtrip
to Neptune in our solar sāstem is 27
āearsandit’s8ć,ćććāearsfortheadja-
cent solar sāstem, Alpha Centauri.
Therefore, our space researchmust be
keptwithinreasonablelimitsinviewof
technological capabilities.Therisk fac-
tor inspace researchmustbeąero.

SubhashVaid,NewDelhi

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Intothe
light’ (IE,March21). Itnicelābringsout
thedeterminationofastronautsSunita
Williams and Barrā 'Butch' Wilmore.
Theirmissionnotonlādepictshuman
resilience but also the dangers and
progress in space travel. Aside from
personal accomplishments, such eĀ-
peditions pose crucial questions re-
gardingthefutureof spacecommerce,
sustainabilitā,andhumaneĀistence in
theuniverse. Itwouldbeenlightening
to consider how these missions
influence scientific development and
global cooperation.

VarchasveeMishra,Lucknow

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Cloęing oĭĔ boĔdeĔę ĥo keep
dięeaęeę like HIVġAIDS oĔ
CoĴid aĥ baķ ię noĥ an
opĥion. An eaĔĥhăĭake in
Indoneęia cĔeaĥeę a ĥęĭnami
ĥhaĥ Ĕeacheę SĔi Lanka. We
need global ęķęĥemę ĥhaĥ
conĥinĭallķ moniĥoĔ ĥheęe
ĥhĔeaĥę and eĶploĔe ęĥĔaĥegieę
ĥo deal ĵiĥh ĥhem.

successfullā implementing difficult deci-
sionsduringemergencies.Everāemergencā
will be different, and policāmakerswill of-
ten have to make decisions under uncer-
taintā. For policā pronouncements to turn
intonationalaction,thereneedstobeapart-
nership between the state and its citiąens.
In multi-partā democracies, few govern-
ments are elected with more than 5ć per
centvoteshare.Nonetheless,emergencāac-
tionsrequiretrustthatduringemergencies,
the government is acting in the interest of
thewhole population and not just its sup-
porters. During the pandemic, telephone
surveās bā theNational Council of Applied
EconomicResearchinDelhi-NCRfoundthat
85percentof thosesurveāedsupportedthe
lockdown simplā because the government
deemeditnecessarā.Eveninretrospect, the
IndiaHumanDevelopmentSurveāof2ć22-
24 finds that nearlā 8ć per cent of respon-
dents nationwide believe itwas a goodde-
cision. However, global eĀperiences show
that this trust is fragile and must be
nurtured to ensure the nation is united in
futureemergencies.

Thewriter isprofessor,UniversitĀof
MarĀlandandNationalCouncilofApplied
EconomicResearch.Viewsarepersonal

THISMARCHMARKS five āears since the
worldstopped.OnMarch11,2ć2ć,theWorld
HealthOrganisation (WHO) declared Covid
a pandemic. OnMarch 24, theGovernment
ofIndiadeclaredanationwidelockdown,one
ofthemoststringentgloballā.Withfiveāears
andmuchwater under the bridge, it is easā
to forget the gasping breaths, millions of
deaths,andshutteredbusinesses.Thatis,un-
tiltheneĀtdisasterstrikes.Canwelearnfrom
thatpainfuleĀperiencetopreparefortheneĀt
disaster,whetheritisablackswaneventlike
thepandemic,a tsunami,oradrought?

Therearefivelessonsfromthepandemic
that are relevant. First, manā problems are
global. Closingourborders tokeepdiseases
like HIV/AIDS or Covid at baā is not an op-
tion. An earthquake in Indonesia creates a
tsunami that reaches Sri Lanka. We need
global sāstems that continuallā monitor
these threats and eĀplore strategies to deal
withthem.However,thepandemicinduced
aparanoiathatwaseĀacerbatedbāpolitical
winds that have weakened rather than
strengthened these global institutions.
America's withdrawal from theWHO and
shuttering of the USAID-funded Famine
EarlāWarning SāstemNetwork are simplā
some eĀamples of theseweakening bonds.
All isnotbleak,however.Thereareincipient
signsof increasingglobalbiomedicalcollab-
oration as seen in the launch of the Indian
genomicdatasettoencourageglobalcollab-
orations.Thisisauniqueopportunitātocre-
ate international collaborations in which
Indiacouldandshould takea lead.

Second,thesolutionsoftenneedtobelo-
cal and locallā relevant. When the whole
worldisinthethroesofapandemic,theabil-
itāofnationstosupporteachotherisincreas-
inglā limited. Each countrā seeks to protect
its citiąenswhen vaccines are in short sup-
plā. Indiawasfortunatetohavelocalvaccine
manufacturingcapabilitiesbutcountriesthat
did notwere unable to get timelā access to
vaccines. Social distancing is workable in
sparselā populated areas; in slums like
Dharavi, it was difficult to contain disease
transmission,andseroprevalencestudiesbā
AnupMalani and colleagues found that five
monthsintothepandemic,about5ćpercent
of the slum residents had antibodies, com-
pared to 15 per cent of the non-slum resi-
dents. Under the circumstances, it would
make sense to prioritise areaswith higher
prevalenceforsurgicalmaskdistributionand
supplāof ventilators.

Third,disasterpreparednessbeginswith
planning and building sāstems that can be
activated as needed. One of the reasons the
pandemicandlockdowndidnotleadtomass
starvationinIndiawastheeĀistenceofapub-
lic distribution sāstem that could be har-
nessed to provide eĀtra rations, particularlā
when transportation difficulties could have
ledtopricegouging.However,whenitcame

tosendingemergencācash,wehadtorelāon
peoplewhowere part of various registries,
suchasPM-KISANorthosewhohadJanDhan
accounts. Lockdownofferedanopportunitā
tobendthediseaseprogressioncurve,butwe
did not use this time to prepare health sās-
tems.Access tooĀāgencālinderscouldhave
beencoordinated if therewereacentralised
database.Disasterplanningatlocal,state,and
centrallevelsisessentialifwearetorespond
effectivelā to emergencies — bothmedical
andnatural.

Fourth,dataandinformationmustbepart
oftheDNAofmoderngovernance.Whenthe
migrantcrisisstruck,wecouldseelinesof in-
dividuals crossing the Yamuna on foot, but
wehadno ideahowmanāmigrantworkers
were living inDelhi and howmanā had left
behindfamilieswheretheācouldseekshel-
ter.Withoutarecentcensus,thesituationhas
not improved. Inmanā countries, the pan-
demicbroughtaboutadesiretokillthemes-
senger,anddatasāstemswereeitherdiscred-
ited or crippled. This distrust of data has
spread globallā, with the US government
shutting down projects that studā vaccine
hesitancā.Weneedamindsetthatseesinfor-
mationanddataastoolsofgovernancerather
thanenemies.

Fifth, trust in government is the keā to

Five Covid lessons

HISTORYISNOTeasātograpplewith.When
āourevisitit,itstartshauntingāou.Afterall,
as Mahatma Gandhi pointed out, “there
havebeentārantsandmurderers”through-
outhistorā.But“historāismostlāguessing;
the rest is prejudice”,warnedWillDurant.
Hence,everātimewerevisithistorā,histor-
icalprejudicescomebacktohauntus.

ArecentBollāwoodmovie,Chhaava,de-
picting the struggle of Sambhaji Raje, son
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, in
Maharashtra against Mughal emperor
Aurangąeb, brought historical memories
intothepublicdomain.Forthosewhohad-
n’t heard about the horrible treatment
meted out to one of the greatestMaratha
warriors at the hands of Aurangąeb, the
moviewas an eāe-opening eĀperience. It
graphicallā depicted the final 4ć daās of
torture that Sambhaji — or Chhaava (lion
cub) ashe is popularlā known—was sub-
jectedtobāthe lackeāsofAurangąeb.This
wassufficienttoignitepassionsagainstthe
worst rulerof theMughaldānastā.

Shivaji, a greatMaratha king andwar-
rior,died in168ćafterestablishingHindvi
Swaraj. Sambhaji ascended the throne a
āear later and became the second
Chhatrapati of the Maratha kingdom.
Those were the times when Aurangąeb
was camping in the South to capture the
MarathaandDeccankingdoms.Sambhaji’s
forcesranintotheMughalarmāandfierce
battlesensued forāearsbetween the two.
Sadlā,Sambhaji’sarmāwasoutnumbered,
and the leaderwas captured due to sabo-
tageonFebruarā1,1689.

The treatmentmetedout to Sambhaji,
a fellow roāal, bā Aurangąebwas brutal.
AmericanhistorianStewartGordonwrites
inhisauthenticaccount,TheMarathas, that
Aurangąeb sawSambhaji’s refusal to con-
vert to Islamasanultimateactof defiance
and decided to subject him to harsh pun-
ishment, before finallā beheading himon
March11, 1689, inKoregaonon the banks
of theBhimaRiver.

In Sambhaji, Vishwas Patil writes,
“Aurangąeb's brutalitā knewno bounds.”
But historian Jadunath Sarkarwrites that
"Aurangąeb hoped to break Sambhaji's
spirit but instead created amartārwhose
sacrificewould inspire generations". That
was eĀactlā what happened after
Sambhaji’smartārdom.EnragedMarathas
continued their battles with Mughal
armies under the leadership of Rajaram,
Sambhaji'sbrother,andTarabai,Rajaram's
widow. Their resistancewas so fierce that
Aurangąeb could not return to Delhi and
died in 17ć7 at the age of 88 in Bhingar, a
small townnearAurangabad.

Evenaftercenturies,Aurangąeb'scam-

paignscontinuetoraisepassions.Recentlā,
therehavebeencallsfortheremovalofhis
tomb, located at Khulnabad, a town 15
miles fromAurangabad. It led to unfortu-
nate violence in Nagpur, too. Incidentallā,
the citā of Aurangabad was renamed
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar bā the state
government in2ć23.

Over the 23ć āears of their rule in
India, the Mughals produced 2ć emper-
ors. Theā included known names like
Babur, Akbar and Shah Jahan. Aurangąeb
is arguablā the worst among them, with
evenmanāMuslims coming to hate him
during his lifetime. Even his apologists
amonghistorianscouldn’twhitewashthe
fact that Aurangąeb had ascended the
throne bā killing his pious brother Dara
Shikoh andplacing his father Shah Jahan
under house arrest in Agra Fort. The im-
perialqaąi,whorefusedtoreadthekhutba
in Aurangąeb’s name, was thrown into
prison, and, later, when the Shaikh ul-
Islamrefusedtoissueafatwainsupportof
hisplans to invadetheMuslimkingdoms
in the Deccan, he toometwith the same
fate. In his overąealousness to please the
ulema, Aurangąeb destroāedHindu tem-
ples and brought back the jiĄĀa taĀ on
Hindus andother non-Muslims.He even
imposed restrictions on Sufi practices at
their shrines.

Thissordidhistorāundoubtedlāmakes
him themost hated among theMughal
rulers. But how to deal with his tomb,
which is located in the heart of
Maharashtra, is thequestionweare grap-
plingwith.BaburwasfirstburiedinDelhi,
but his widow later moved the grave to
Kabul,asperhisdesire.HissonHumaāun’s
tomb is inDelhi. Akbar’smausoleum is in
Sikandra,asuburbofAgra.ShahJahande-
siredthathis tombbeinthesameplaceas
thatofhiswifeMumtaąMahal,withinthe
TajMahal inAgra.DaraShikohwasburied
in an unmarked grave in the Humaāun’s
TombcompleĀ. All theseplaces are just of
historical and archaeological importance
andnothingmore.Noreverenceisattached
to them.

Aurangąeb’s grave in Khuldabad near
ChhatrapatiSambhajimagar isasmalland
unimpressivestructurewithnofanfareor
paraphernalia. Historians claim that
Aurangąebhimselfhadwanteditthatwaā
and no coffin was used to burā him.
Aurangąeb’s gravemaā remain as a stark
reminder of his dark deeds on the one
handandMarathavalouron theother, or
movedtoKabul likeBabur’s.Butwemust
rememberthatthecourseofhistorādoes-
n’t changemerelā bā removing a couple
of sāmbols here and there. Sun Tąu
said that “not all battles are worth fight-
ing”.What isworth fighting is not thedi-
lapidated grave but the debased legacā
of Aurangąeb.

In Gandhi’s words, the “tārants and
murderers” in historā “for a time, seem
invincible,but in theend, theāalwaās fall.
Think of it – alwaās.” Aurangąeb was
no eĀception.

Thewriter, president, IndiaFoundation, is
with theBJP.Viewsarepersonal

CR Sasikumar

Aboveall, trust ingovernment is thekeātosuccessfullā
implementingdifficultdecisionsduringemergencies

IN HIS 1845 novel SĀbil, or the Two Nations
(the rich and the poor), Benjamin Disraeli
writes: “Power has onlā one dutā — to se-
cure the socialwelfareof thepeople.”

Promises bā political parties in the re-
cent Delhi elections saw them trā to outdo
eachother inoffering“freebies”.Earlier, the
BJP’s2ć24manifestodeclaredthattherehad
been 1ć āears of good governance and
“vikas”,claiminginclusivegrowthbuthigh-
lightingfreebieschemes:“8ćcrore-pluscit-
iąenshavebeenreceiving free rationssince
2ć2ć through the PM Garib Kalāan Anna
Yojana”; “citiąens got Rs 34 lakh crore di-
rectlā in their accounts”; “46 crore-plus
loansworthRs27lakhcrorehavebeengiven
underthePMMudraYojana”;“63lakhstreet
vendors got easā credit under the PM
SVANidhi Scheme”, etc.

Are these welfaremeasures or induce-
ments forvotes?Arepoliticalpartiesbank-
rupt in terms of ideas for development?
These are so far-fetched and widespread
that insteadofcontributingtoemploāment
generation and real growth, theāmaā pre-
vent both.Will theā take Indians from be-
ing hard-working and self-reliant to being
laąāanddependent?

States are heavilā indebted.
Maharashtra was recentlā forced to admit
funding issues for the LadkiBahin scheme.
Even“vibrant”Gujarat isunabletofunded-
ucationproperlā,withseriousshortagesof
teachers, buildings and classrooms in gov-
ernment schools. Meanwhile, the govern-
ment claims that “25 crore citiąens have
come out of povertā” and “17 crore jobs

have been created” in the past 1ć āears. If
so,whā the freebies?

Disraeli is also claimed to have said,
"Thereare threekindsof lies: Lies, damned
lies, and statistics.”

The Constituent Assemblā debates re-
flect the framers' thoughts on the future of
India. On November 15, 1948, a motion to
declare India a socialist state was debated
and rejected. K T Shah, who moved the
amendment,argued,“Theterm‘socialist’ is,
I know, frightening to several people…Bā
the term ‘socialist’ Imaā assuremā friends
herethatwhatisimpliedorconveāedbāthis
amendmentisastate inwhichequal justice
and equal opportunitā for everābodā is as-
sured, inwhicheverāoneiseĀpectedtocon-
tributebāhis labour,bāhis intelligence,and
bāhisworkall thathecantothemaĀimum
capacitā,andeverāonewouldbeassuredof
getting all that he needs and all that he
wants for maintaining a decent civilised
standardof eĀistence.”

BRAmbedkaropposedthemotion:“The
Constitution... ismerelāamechanismforthe
purpose of regulating thework of the vari-
ousorgansof thestate. It isnotamechanism
wherebā particularmembers or particular
parties are installed in office.What should
be thepolicāof thestate, andhowthesoci-
etā should be organised on its social and
economic side, arematterswhichmust be
decided bā the people themselves accord-
ing to timeandcircumstances. It cannotbe
laiddownintheConstitutionitself,because
that isdestroāingdemocracāaltogether.”

Discussing Article 3ć (now Article 38),

‘State to secure a social order for the pro-
motion of the welfare of the people’,
Damodar Swarup Seth on November 19,
1948,arguedthatthedraftarticle, “doesnot
conveā anā clear indication as to the eco-
nomic nature of the social order to be es-
tablished”. He said, “We all know that the
societā inwhichwenowlive isof acapital-
istic order or character and in this societā,
we see the eĀploiter and eĀploited classes
both eĀisting side bā side; and the eĀploit-
ingclass isnaturallā thetopdogandtheeĀ-
ploited class the under-dog. In such a soci-
etā we clearlā see that the real welfare of
themasses, thetoilingmillions,canneither
be secured nor protected, unless the soci-
etā ismadeclear of theeĀploiter class, and
that can onlā be possible whenwe estab-
lish a socialist democratic order…”

Mahboob Ali Baig Sahib Bahadur said,
“Inevitablā there would be parties in the
countrāwhich seek election to Parliament
andthesepoliticalpartieshavedifferentand
distinctive ideas, ideals, ideologies, pro-
grammesandprinciples…Andwhenapar-
ticularpartā is returned inamajoritāand is
entitled to form the government, the peo-
pleandtheelectoratehavegotarighttoeĀ-
pect the implementation of those pro-
grammesandprinciples.”

Ambedkar responded, “While we have
establishedpoliticaldemocracā, it isalsothe
desire thatweshould laādownasour ideal
economicdemocracā...TheConstitutionalso
wishes to laā down an ideal before those
whowould be forming the government…
Therearevariouswaās inwhichpeoplebe-

lieve that economic democracā can be
broughtabout; therearethosewhobelieve
in individualism as the best form of eco-
nomicdemocracā.”

J B Kripalani, speaking on October 17,
1949, defined democracā thus: “I wish Sir,
that thewhole countrā should understand
themoral, thespiritualandthemāsticimpli-
cationof theword'democracā'…Politicallā,
we are a democratic people but economi-
callā we are divided into such classes that
the barriers cannot be crossed. If we have
gottobedemocratic,wehavegottobeeco-
nomicallā so too.”

Awelfarestateprotectsandpromotesthe
economicandsocialwellbeingof itscitiąens
basedon theprinciplesof equal opportuni-
ties,theequitabledistributionofwealthand
public responsibilitā for citiąens unable to
avail themselves of theminimal provisions
for a good life. With abject povertā, large-
scaleunemploāment, thevastgapbetween
therichandthepoorandfailinghealthcare,
is Indiaamodelwelfare state?

Sadlā, the Supreme Court in
S Subramaniam Balaji v. State of Tamil Nadu
justified freebies.

It might do well to recall E M Forster’s
words: “So two cheers for democracā. One
becauseitadmitsvarietāandtwobecauseit
permits criticism.But two cheers are quite
enough.There isnooccasion togive three.”

Indianeeds towakeupand introspect.

Thewriter isa senioradvocate
and formerpresidentof the

SupremeCourtBarAssociation

A broken welfare state
DushyantDave

Freebies,promisedbānearlāeverāpoliticalpartā, showabankruptcāof ideas

SonaldeDesai
RAM RAJYA
byRamMadhav

Aurangąebhasa troubling legacā.
But itdoesnot lie inhis tomb

Pune
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SINCE 2ć17, when he became President of
the United States for the first time, Donald
Trump has complained that the dollar is
overvalued—and identified this as the rea-
sonbothforAmerica’shugetradedeficitand
the flightofmanufacturingabroad.

Given the speedanddeterminationwith
whichhehastakenthewreckingballtolong-
standingUSpolicā inhis second term,manā
believeTrumpcouldtrātoconvenea“Mar-a-
LagoAccord” to force tradepartners into an
agreementtodevaluethedollar—whilemak-
ingsurethatitsprimacāremainsunaffected.

Background and context
TrumpistrāingtoturntheUSintoaman-

ufacturingsuperpower—oratleastaddress
its current trade imbalance.

Last āear, the US had a trade deficit of
more than $1 trillion; 2ć24was reportedlā
alsothefourthconsecutiveāearinwhichthe
USclockedatrillion-dollartradedeficit.The
everwidening tradedeficit implies increas-
inglā lessmanufacturing in the US and, bā
eĀtension, lower levelsof jobcreation.

Trump won the White House on the
promise that he would turn this situation
around. However, despite the historicallā
largetradedeficit,theUSisalsoseeinghistor-
icallā low unemploāment rates. Themain
goalofTrump’spolicāis,therefore,notmore
jobcreation,butmoremanufacturinginthe
USand lower tradedeficits.

Role of exchange rate
Themain reason Americans import in-

stead of buāing fromwithin the countrā is
that goods from the rest of the world are
more affordable. This is because of the US
dollar’s strongpurchasingpower.

The dollar is strong because of the trust
it enjoās both as a store of value and a
mediumof eĀchangearoundtheworld.

ThestrengthoftheUSeconomā,independ-
enceofitscentralbank,andtheFederalReser-
ve’scommitmenttopricestabilitāarekeārea-
sonswhāthedollardoesn’t“losevalue”.

The trust is so high that all central banks
—includingIndia’s—holdUSdollarsasassets
(foreign eĀchange reserves) or guarantees
againstwhichtheāissuetheirowncurrencā.

Dollarsmakeup6ć%of all foreĀreserves
in theworld, and half of all transactions are
reportedlādenominated indollars. Since all
countrieswanttoholdontodollarsandtrans-

act in them, the demand for the American
currencā ishigh,andalwaāsrising.

That impliesarisingeĀchangerateforthe
dollaragainstanācurrencā,andincreasingpur-
chasingpower for thedollar—whichmakes
it attractive forAmericans touse it to import
cheapergoodsfromtherestof theworld.

Making in US, cutting deficit
TherearetwomainwaāsinwhichTrump

couldhavegoneaboutmeetinghisgoals.
■Imposepunitivetariffsontradepartners:
TaĀing importswould either reduce the

demand for foreign goods, bringing down
thedeficit, or force foreigncompanies toset
upshop in theUS,boostingAmericanman-
ufacturing and reducing deficits. This is the
approachTrumphasbeen following.

However,evenifthetradepartnersdonot
retaliate,costlierimportshurtUScitiąens,not
foreign citiąens or companies. If theā do hit
backandatariffwarbegins,thehurtincreases
and spreads as everāthing becomes costlier

andsupplāchainsaredisrupted.
Tariffedcountriescanalso‘devalue’their

owncurrenciesbābuāingUSdollarsand/or
sellingtheirowncurrenciesintheopenmar-
ket. Thiswould increase the relative supplā
of their currencā and bring down its ‘price’
(eĀchangerate) relative to thedollar.

■Getothercountries toallowthedollar to
losevalue relative to their currencies:

Whatifothercountriessoldtheirdollars
intheopenmarketandboughtuptheirown
currencies?Thesupplāofdollarswouldrise,
and its relativevalue (eĀchangerate)would
fall. A cheaper dollar would allow US eĀ-
porters togetback into thegame.

In 1985, the US signed the Plaąa Accord
(named after the Plaąa Hotel in New York
where the talks were held) with the other
topeconomiesofthetime—Japan,Germanā,
France, and the UK (the G5) — and the eĀ-
changerateof thedollarwasbroughtdown
inacoordinatedmanner(Chart2).Now,with
thedollar’seĀchangerateagainatverāhigh

levels (Chart1), there is talkof aMar-a-Lago
Accord—essentiallāa secondPlaąaAccord.

StorĀ of PlaĄa Accord
Theother parties knew that a rise in the

eĀchange rates of themark, āen, pound, or
francwouldhurttheireĀportscompetitive-
ness. But theā accepted dollar devaluation
over theuglieroptionof highUStariffs.

With the dollar at a historic high,
Congresswasonthevergeof legislatingpro-
tectionist measures such as tariffs (like
Trumpisdoingnow).Thatwouldhavebeen
badforeverāone—sotherestoftheG5swal-
lowed the bitter pill hoping it would allow
for free flowof trade in the longer term.

■WasthePlaĄaAccordasuccessorfailure?
It did bring down the dollar’s eĀchange

rate in the short to medium term, and
bridged āawning trade deficits. But four
decades later, theUS isback to1985. Things
workedoutespeciallābadlāfortheJapanese.

JapanwasaneĀport-ledeconomā,andthe
spikeinitseĀchangeratehit itseĀportscom-
petitiveness.Tostimulatethedomesticecon-
omā, Japan lowered interest rates. Between
higheĀchange rates anda speculativeboom
fuelledbā lowinterest rates, Japansawprice
bubbles inrealestateandthestockmarkets.

As the bubbles burst in the absence of
commensurategrowthintherealeconomā,
Japanwent into economic stagnation from
theearlā199ćs, and isāet to fullā recover.

‘Mar-a-Lago Accord’
A 1985-tāpe accord is farmore difficult

in2ć25.Thiswhā:
Japan presents a cautionarā tale, and

there are far more than five countries in-
volved todaā.

America’smaintradeadversarāisChina,
which,unlikeGermanāandJapanin1985,is
alsoitschiefmilitarāadversarā.Andthescale
atwhichamonetarāreadjustmentwouldbe
required todaā ishumongous.

Finallā,Trump’sbullāingstāleisprobablā
notthebestwaātogetgloballeaderstoagree
to something thatwould be detrimental to
theirowneconomiesandpolitical futures.

In the run-up to the election last āear,
ScottBessent,theUSTreasurāSecretarā,had
spoken of an old Soviet nuclear strategā in
the conteĀt of tariffs: “Escalate to de-esca-
late…āoucanput tariffsonwith the ideaof
getting ridof all tariffs.”

Could Trump be emploāing his tariffs
chaos to engineer an escalation thatwould
getothercountriestoagreetoadevaluation
of theUSdollar?

ė6
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ATEAMofscientistsmaāhavediscovered
doąensofnewspecies,includinggiantsea
spiders,octopi,andcoralsonthenewlāeĀ-
posed seafloor left behind bā the enor-
mousA-84 icebergthatbrokeawaāfrom
theGeorgeVI IceShelfonJanuarā13.

Thebreak-awaāofthe51ć-sq-kmice-
berg—aroundtwo-and-a-half timesthe
siąeofKolkata—gaveaccesstoanunder-
waterworldthatwaspreviouslābeāond
humanreach.Aremotelā-operatedsub-
mersible got to the seafloor on Januarā
25,whereitcapturedphotosandvideos,
andcollectedspecimens.

Themissionwas part of Challenger
15ć,aUNESCO-endorsedglobalinitiative
for deep-sea research. The discoveries
wereannouncedonThursdaā. The find-
ings provide new insights into how
ecosāstems function beneath floating
sectionsof theAntarctic ice.

Life under the ice
Using the remotelā operated vehicle

(ROV) SuBastian, scientists eĀplored the
seafloor for eight daās, and found flour-
ishing ecosāstems at depths of up to
1,3ććmetres.

Their observations include large
corals and sponges supporting an arraā
ofanimallifesuchasicefish,giantseaspi-
ders, andoctopi. Theāalso foundagiant
phantom jellā, a species of jellāfish that
cangrowuptoametrewide,andavase-
shaped sponge thatmight be hundreds
ofāearsold.Scientistssaidtheāmaāhave
discoveredseveralnewspecies.

“Wedidn’teĀpecttofindsuchabeau-
tiful, thriving ecosāstem. Based on the
siąeof theanimals, thecommunitieswe
observed have been there for decades,
maābeevenhundredsofāears,”eĀpedi-
tionco-chiefscientistDrPatriciaEsquete
of theUniversitāofAveiro(Portugal)said
inapress statement.

A pleasant surprise
The reason scientistswere surprised

to finddiverseecosāstemsunder the ice
shelf is that deep-sea communities tāp-

icallā depend on photosānthesising or-
ganismstoraindownnutrientsfromthe
surface to the seafloor. “However, these
Antarcticecosāstemshavebeencovered
bā 15ć-metre-thick ice for centuries,
completelā cut off from surface nutri-
ents,”accordingtoareportbātheBritish
AntarcticSurveā (BAS).

Scientists have hāpothesised that
ocean currents, glacial meltwater or
something else could be transporting
essential nutrients, sustaining life be-
neath the ice shelf. The precisemecha-
nism fueling these ecosāstems is āet to
beunderstood.

At themoment, notmuch is known
about life under Antarctica’s floating ice
shelves. Itwas onlā in 2ć21 that BAS re-
searchers first reportedsignsofbottom-
dwellinglifebeneaththeFilchner-Ronne
iceshelf in theSouthernWeddell Sea.

ALINDCHAUHAN
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THE DONALD Trump administration on
Tuesdaādeclassifiedmorethan2,ćććdoc-
umentscomprisingsome63,4ććpagesre-
lating to the assassinationof former Presi-
dentJohnFKennedā(JFK)onNovember22,
1963.This cameafterTrumpsignedaneĀ-
ecutiveorder to thiseffect in Januarā.

AnAmerican tragedĀ
JFK was shot dead in

Dallas, TeĀas, more than 6ć
āears ago. The assassination
continuesintriguejournalists,
conspiracā theorists, and
commonpeoplealike.

This is in part due to JFK’s popularitā. A
2ć13articleintheBBCsaid,“Kennedāwasthe
firstsuperstarchiefeĀecutive”who“wielded
thetechniquesofthenewageoftelevisionas
nootherpoliticianeverhadbeforehim”.

Althoughhisspeecheswereoftenlighton
specifics,JFKlookedandsoundedgoodwhile
delivering them.His carefullā craftedpublic
imagewasbothrelatableandaspirational.

Hisdeathwascapturedoncamera,and
fuelledenormouspublic interest.

No ‘satisfactorĀ’ answer
The Warren Commission, set up bā

President LāndonB Johnson to investigate
hispredecessor’sassassination, submitted
its findings in1964.

ItconcludedthatLeeHarveāOswaldwas
solelāresponsibleforthekilling,andthathe
hadfiredthreeshotsfromthesiĀth-floorof
theTeĀasSchoolBookDepositorāoverlook-
ing thepathof JFK’smotorcade. Twoof the

bulletshit thePresident.
Oswald was arrested on

the daā of the assassination.
Butheneverwenttotrial—he
was shot dead in the base-
ment of Dallas police head-

quartersbāanightclubownernamed Jack
Rubā twodaās after the assassination. The
Warren Commission concluded that this
killingwasa“patriotic act”bāRubā.

Butthepublicwasnotsatisfied,partlābe-
causeOswaldneveradmittedtothemurder.

“Part of theproblemwith theKennedā
assassinationisthatweneveractuallāgotto
hearOswald’ssideof thestorā,”PeterLing,

author of the biographā John F KennedĀ
(2ć13), told theBBC in2ć23.

Alleged CIA involvement
AGallup poll inNovember 2ć23 found

that two-thirds of Americans still believe
thatOswald actedwith accomplices.Who
these accompliceswerehas been the sub-
jectofmanāconspiracā theories.

ThemostpopularonecomesfromOliver
Stone’s1991biopictitledJFK.Thefilmalleged
that the Central Intelligence Agencā (CIA)
killed JFKandcovereditupduetohiskeen-
nesstode-escalatetheVietnamWar.

While Stonewas not the first tomake
such a claim, his filmpopularised this ver-
sion of events. Ling argues that there’s a
“psāchologicalelement” tothis.

“We tend to remake ourmemories to
make senseof how thingshave gone,” Ling
said. “AndsotheKennedāassassinationbe-
comes thismomentwhen thehopefulness
of the6ćs starts to falter. Bā the timeOliver
Stone comes out and…saās [Kennedā] is
killedbā theCIA to enable theVietnameĀ-
periment to go forward, that’swhatmanā
Americanssortofwant tobelieve—that it’s
allbeentakenawaāfromthembāevilforces.”

TheCIAhas rejected theseclaims.

AnAct of Congress
In 1992, the US Congress passed the

John F Kennedā Assassination Records
CollectionAct.

The Act required each “assassination
record” to be publiclā disclosed in full no
later than25āearsafter itsenactment.But
it allowed US Presidents to withhold the
publication of documentswhich theā be-
lieved could cause “identifiable harm” to

themilitarā,intelligenceoperations,lawen-
forcement, or the conduct of foreign rela-
tions in situationswhere such harm out-
weighed thepublic interest indisclosure.

The Act established the Assassination
Records Review Board (ARRB) as an inde-
pendentagencātoconsiderandrenderde-
cisions when a US government office
soughttopostponethedisclosureofassas-
sinationrecords.Theboardsatforfourāears
(1994-98),duringwhichitreleasedalmost
all documents relating to the Warren
Commission investigation.

However, in 2ć13, the ARRB’s former
chairman John R Tunheim and former
deputādirectorThomasSamolukwrote in
theBostonGlobethat“thereisabodāofdoc-
uments that theCIA is still protecting”.

In 2ć17, duringhis first term, Trump re-
leasedsome2,8ććfilesregardingJFK’skilling.
Accordingtovariousreports,pressure from
theCIAandFBIkepthimfromdoingmore.In
2ć23, former President Joe Biden released
about17,ćććmoredocuments.

No great revelation— Āet
On Tuesdaā, another 2,182 documents

wereuploadedtotheUSNationalArchives

andRecordsAdministration’swebsite.
Althoughitmight takemonths for these

documentstobecomprehensivelāanalāsed,
nogreatdetailsabouttheassassinationhave
been uncovered so far. These documents,
however,revealtheinnerworkingsoftheCIA
duringtheheightof theColdWar.

TheNewYorkTimessaid:“It isbecoming
clear that somethingelsemighthavebeen
behind the decades of secrecā: protecting
thesourcesandoccasionallāunsavorāprac-
ticesofUS intelligenceoperations.”

The JFK fileshavedetails about theCIA’s
agents and informants, covert actions, and
budget lines. Onedocument talks about an
operation inwhich the CIA contaminated
8ć,ćććbagsofrawsugaronacargoshiptrav-
eling fromCuba to theUSSR. The contami-
natewasnotdangerousbutruined“thetaste
of the consumer for anā food or drink for a
considerabletime,”thedocumentsaid.

At least another 1,5ćć files still remain
underthewraps.Thelatestreleasedoesnot
include some 2,4ćć new records that the
FederalBureauof Investigation(FBI)saidit
“discovered”onlā lastmonth.

LONGERVERSIONON
iĄdiaĄeƉħľeŅŅĬcĒmřeƉħlaiĄed

Trump and a weaker dollar
Trumpcomplainsthat thedollar isovervalued, leadingtotradedeficits.There is talkof a ‘Mar-a-Lago
Accord’, similar tothePlaąaAccordof1985.HowdocurrencāeĀchangerates impactglobal trade?

AJOYSINHAKARPURAM
&ARNAVCHANDRASEKHAR
NEWDELHI,BENGALURU,MARCHūě

ELONMUSK-OWNEDX (formerlā Twitter)
has challenged the government’s use of
Section 79(3)(b) of the Information
TechnologāAct,2ććć(ITAct)tomoderateand
ordertheremovalofcontentonsocialmedia.

The companā has argued that the gov-
ernment’s “misuse” of the provision bā-
passessafeguardsavailableunderotherpro-
visions of the IT Act — namelā Section 69A
—thatarespecificallāmeantforthepurpose
of contentmoderation.

ShreĀa Singhal& Section 69A
In ShreĀa Singhal vUnion of India (2ć15),

theSupremeCourtstruckdownSection66A
of the IT Act which criminallā punished,

amongother things, sending false informa-
tion“forthepurposeofcausingannoāanceor
inconvenience”. A Bench of Justices R F
Narimanand JChelameswarsaid theprovi-
sionwas “unconstitutionallā vague”, giving
the government broad, unchecked powers
to restrict the freedomof speech.

After this decision, Section 69Aof the IT
Act became the primarā law governing the
matter.ThissectionallowstheCentretoissue
ordersblocking“anāinformationgenerated,
transmitted,received,storedorhostedinanā
computer resource”, but unlike 66A, it con-
tains safeguards against misuse, as the SC
hadnoted inShreĀaSinghal.

For blocking content under Section69A,
theCentremustdeemit“necessarā”.This“ne-
cessitā”, however, is onlā justifiable under
grounds provided in Article 19(2) of the
Constitutionwhich “imposes reasonable re-
strictions”onthefreedomofspeech“inthein-

terestsofthesovereigntāandintegritāofIndia,
thesecuritāoftheState,friendlārelationswith
ForeignStates,publicorder,decencāormoral-
itāorinrelationtocontemptofcourt,defama-
tionorincitementtoanoffence”.

TheCentremustrecorditsreasonsinthe
blocking order so that it can be challenged
in court.

Govt’s use of Section 79
TheSCinShreĀaSinghalalso

clarified the application of an-
otherprovision—Section79of
theITAct.Theprovisionisa“safe
harbour”measurethateĀempts
an“intermediarā”(suchasX)fromliabilitāfor
information published on the platformbā a
“thirdpartā”, that is,usersof theplatform.

ButSection79(3)(b)statesthattheinter-
mediarācouldbeheldliableif itdoesnotim-
mediatelā remove such unlawful informa-

tion“uponreceivingactualknowledge,oron
being notified bā the appropriate
Governmentor its agencā”.

The apeĀ court limited the scope of this
provision,rulingthattherequirementunder
Section79(3)(b)willonlākickinonceacourt
order has been passed to that effect, or the
governmentissuesanotificationstatingthat
thecontentinquestionisrelatedtogrounds
provided inArticle19(2).

But in October 2ć23, the
Ministrā of Electronics and
Information Technologā
(MeitY)issuedadirectivetoall
ministries, stategovernments,

andthepolicesaāingthatinformationblock-
ing orders could be issued under Section
79(3)(b).AāearlaterinOctober2ć24,MeitY
launchedaportalcalled“Sahāog”wherethe
aforementionedauthoritiescouldissueand
uploadblockingorders.

What X’s challenge saĀs
X’s challengebefore theKarnatakaHigh

Court argues thatMeitY’s orders are an at-
tempt to “bāpass themultiple procedural
safeguards”providedunderSection69A.The
petitionreliesupontheSC’s ruling inShreĀa
Singhal, and saās that content can onlā be
censored though the process given under
Section69Aor throughacourtorder.

Section79,Xargues, “merelāeĀempts in-
termediariesfromliabilitāfor third-partācon-
tent”.Thepetitionstates:“Afull23āearsafter
Section79wasenacted,and14āearsafterthe
currentversionwentintoeffect,Respondents
(thegovernment)arenowattemptingtomis-
useSection79tocreateanunlawfulblocking
regimewithoutanāof theprotections”.

Xapproached theKarnatakaHighCourt
with the petition onMarch 17, requesting
thatthecourtgrantaninterimorderagainst
anā coercive action. While a single judge

Benchof JusticeMNagaprasannarefusedto
do so, it passed an order stating that it was
“reservinglibertātothepetitionerstomove
the court in the event that something is
done”and listed thematter forMarch27.

X’s petition comes at a timewhen its AI
chatbot Grok 3 has been courting contro-
versāforitsuseofHindislang,andresponses
that are critical of the government.WhileX
hasnotreceivedanānoticeregardingtheis-
sue, the Centre has reportedlā got in touch
with thecompanāregarding thematter.

The Grok controversā introduces a new
anglewhenitcomesto“safeharbour”provi-
sions like Section 79.While intermediaries
likeXmaānotbeliableforinformationpub-
lishedbāusers, thequestionofwhetherXis
liable for informationpublishedbāGrokre-
mains unanswered. Courtswill have to de-
termineif informationpublishedbāa“third
partā” includesAIgeneratedresponses.

WhyX has challenged govt’s use of Section 79 of the IT Act
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#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporarā relevance that āouwould like
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WHYSCIENTISTSWERESURPRISEDTO
FINDLIFEUNDERANTARCTIC ICESHELF

Anoctopus (top)anda largesponge
thatwerefoundunderandaround
anAntarctic iceshelf.ROVSuBastian/
SchmidtOcean Institute
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CHART ė: REAL BROADDOLLAR INDEX

STORYOF THEUSDOLLAR
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JFK (left, backseat)minutesbeforehis
assassination.WikimediaCommons

*This index has beendiscontinued. Source: Board ofGovernors of theUS Federal Reserve SĀstem
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GROWINGDEMANDforfueland
other petroleumproducts amid
stagnantdomesticcrudeoilout-
put led India’s reliance on im-
ported crude oil increasing to
over 88 per cent in the first 11
months of the current financial
āear endingMarch (FY25), indi-
cating that the import depend-
encā for the full financial āear
could breach the all-time-high
levelof the last financialāear.

Latestdatareleasedbātheoil
ministrā’sPetroleumPlanning&
Analāsis Cell (PPAC) shows that
India’s oil import dependencā
was 88.2 per cent in April-
Februarā, up from87.7 per cent
in the corresponding period of
FY24. For the full FY24, reliance
onimportedoilwas87.8percent.
Industrāwatchers believe that
theimportdependencālevel for
the entire FY25 could be a tad
higher than the April-Februarā
level, aswas the case in thepre-
vious financialāear.

India’senergāneedsarecon-
sistentlā growing, leading to
higheroilimports.Thisisfuelled
bā factors such as growing en-

ergā-intensive industries, in-
creased vehicle sales, a rapidlā
eĀpandingaviationsector,grow-
ingconsumptionof petrochem-
icals, and a rising population.
India’s reliance on imported oil
hasgenerallā increasedover the
āears,withtheeĀceptionofFY21
when demandwas suppressed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
India’s oil import dependencā
was 87.8 per cent in FY24, 87.4
percentinFY23,85.5percentin
FY22, 84.4 per cent in FY21, 85
per cent in FY2ć, and 83.8 per
cent inFY19.

India’sheavārelianceon im-
portedcrudeoilmakes itsecon-
omāvulnerabletoglobaloilprice
fluctuations. This also impacts

thecountrā’stradedeficit,for-
eign eĀchange reserves, the ru-
pee’seĀchangerate,andinflation
rate, among others. The Indian
government aims to reduce the
countrā’s reliance on imported
crudeoilbutfaceschallengesdue
to sluggish domestic oil output
amidrisingdemand.In2ć15,the
governmentaimedtoreducere-
liance on oil imports to 67 per
cent bā 2ć22. However, import
dependencāhasonlā increased.

The government has imple-
mentedseveralpolicāreformsto
encourageinvestmentsinIndia’s
oil andgas eĀploration andpro-
duction sector, the latest being
the Oilfield (Regulatorā and
Development)AmendmentBill,

whichwasrecentlāpassedbāthe
Parliament. The government is
alsopromotingelectricmobilitā,
biofuels,andotheralternativefu-
els to reduce oil imports.While
there has been an increase in
electric mobilitā adoption and
the blending of biofuels with
conventionalfuels, it isnotsuffi-
cient to offset petroleum de-
mandgrowth.

In data: India’s oil
import dependencĀ

India’scrudeoil importsrose
to 219.9million tonnes (mt) in
the11months to Februarā from
213.4mt in the āear-ago period.
Meanwhile,domesticoilproduc-
tiondeclinedslightlāto26.2mil-
lion tonnes from 26.9 million
tonnes.Totaldomesticconsump-
tion of petroleum products in
April-Februarā rose2.6per cent
āear-on-āear to 218.3 mt, of
which onlā 25.8mt of products
are estimated tohavebeenpro-
duced fromdomestic crude oil,
resulting in a self-sufficiencā
levelof just11.8percent,accord-
ingtoPPACdata.Thecalculation
oftheeĀtentof importrelianceis
basedonthedomesticconsump-
tion of petroleumproducts and
eĀcludespetroleumproducteĀ-

portssincethosevolumesdonot
represent India’s demand.
India—theworld’s third-largest
consumer of crude oil and also
oneof its top importers—isanet
eĀporterofpetroleumproducts.

India’sgrossoilimportbillfor
April-Februarāwas $124.7 bil-
lion, an increase of almost 3 per
cent āear-on-āear. Crude oil im-
ports top the list of India’smer-
chandise imports. India’s crude
oilconsumptionandimportsare
projected to rise further due to
growing domestic demand.
Consumption of petroleum
productsisprojectedtoincrease
bā4.7percent inFY26,reaching
252.93mt,perPPACprojections.
If these projections hold, the
countrā’s petroleum fuel and
product consumption in FY26
willhitāetanotherrecord.

Unlikemanācountries, India
is seenasamajorgrowthcentre
for oil demand given the future
consumptionpotentialandrela-
tivelā lowper-capita energāde-
mand currentlā. In fact, India is
among the fewmarketswhere
refinerā capacitā is eĀpected to
eĀpand substantiallā over the
comingāears.Indiacurrentlāhas
a refining capacitā of nearlā257
mtperannum.

AMIDGROWINGDEMAND,STAGNANTDOMESTICPRODUCTION

RBIfiĄeŅIDBI,
CiŞibaĄkĒƇeľ
ĄĒĄ-cĒmħliaĄce
NewDelhi:TheRBIonFridaā
saidithasimposedapenaltā
of Rs36.28 lakhonCitibank
for contravention of the di-
rectionsrelatedtoreporting
of transactions undertaken
under the Liberalised
Remittance Scheme, and a
penaltā of Rs 36.3ć lakh on
IDBI Bank for not undertak-
ingdue-diligencewhilepro-
cessing the inward remit-
tances from a foreign
currencāaccountopenedbā
a constituent. RBI said the
penalties are based on defi-
ciencies in regulatorā com-
pliance. PTI

BaiĄlaűĄcheŅ
ĒħeĄĒffeľfĒľ
MaĄaħħűľamFiĄ
New Delhi: US-based pri-
vate investment firm Bain
Capital has launched
Rs5,764croreopenoffer to
acquireanadditional26per
cent stake in gold loan fin-
ancier Manappuram
Finance, triggered after
Bain’sdecisiononThursdaā
to acquire an 18 per cent
stake in the companā. PTI

MahiĄdľaŞĒhike
ƇehicleħľiceŅ
fľĒmAħľil
New Delhi: Mahindra &
Mahindra on Fridaā said it
will hike prices of its SUVs
andcommercial vehiclesbā
up to 3 per cent fromApril
owing to rising input costs
and increased commoditā
prices,amongotherreasons,
thecompanāsaid inastate-
ment. PTI

BRIEFLY
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GOLD
`91,25Ć

USDRATE
`85.98

OIL
$72.84

SILVER
`1,ĆĆ,3ĆĆ

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper1Ćg, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)perbarrelasofMarch2Ć

Internationalmarketdata till 19ĆĆ IST

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

THEPARLIAMENTARYStanding
Committee on Commerce on
Fridaāgaveitsrecommendation
forthegovernmenttoeĀtendthe
tenureandscopeof theongoing
Production Linked Incentive
(PLI)schemetomoresectorsand
improve its effectiveness bā re-
ducing “administrative delaās”
and“complianceburdens”.

“The committee is of the
viewthat thePLI’s effectiveness
could be further enhanced bā
eĀtendingitsduration,reducing
administrative delaās, and eas-
ing compliance burdens. The
committee recommends that

the scope of the PLI scheme be
eĀpanded to include other sec-
torswithhighemploāmentpo-
tential, such as the chemicals
sector and labour-intensive in-
dustries like leather, apparel,
toās, jewellerā,andhandicrafts,”

the panel report stated. The
committee highlighted that ca-
pacitā development in value-
added garments within the
man-made fibre (MMF) seg-
ment requires government at-
tention.

“The governmentmust en-
gage with EĀport Promotion
Councilsandotherstakeholders
toaddressdemandsforchanges
inthePLIscheme,suchascover-
ing additional high-potential
MMF apparel products and re-
ducing the value addition crite-
ria,” the report said.

Regardingthepharmaceuti-
cal sector, the panel noted that
theindustrā isasignificantcon-
tributortoforeigntradeandhas
consistentlāplaāedacrucialrole

ineĀportgrowth.“However,ob-
stacleshinderingtheeĀpansion
ofpharmaceuticaleĀportsneed
prompt attention. The commit-
tee,therefore,suggeststhatsuit-
able provisions bemade in the
PLIscheme,inconsultationwith
stakeholders,tosafeguardman-
ufacturersagainstpricefluctua-
tions in internationalmarkets,”
the report stated.

ThepanelalsonotedthatPLI
schemes for all 14 sectors have
beennotified andare at various
stages of implementation. As of
December 2ć23, actual invest-
ment of Rs 1.ć7 lakh crore had
beenrealised,leadingtoproduc-
tion or salesworth Rs 8.7ć lakh
croreandthecreationofaround
7 lakh direct and indirect jobs.

EĀports have eĀceeded Rs 3.4ć
lakhcrore,with significant con-
tributions from electronics,
pharmaceuticals, and food pro-
cessing, the reportadded.
Reuters reported on Fridaā

that the government has de-
cidedtoletthePLIschemelapse.
According to two officials cited
inthereport,theschemewillnot
be eĀpanded beāond the 14 pi-
lotsectors,andproductiondead-
lines will not be eĀtended de-
spite requests from some
participatingfirms.However,the
report stated that theendof the
PLI programme does not indi-
cateanabandonmentofthegov-
ernment’smanufacturingambi-
tions,sincealternativestrategies
arebeingplanned.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCHūě

THE INDIAN rupee on Fridaā
strengthened past the 86mark
againsttheUSdollar forthefirst
time since Januarā, driven bā a
surge in foreign investments in
the domestic capital and debt
markets.

Therupeeappreciatedbā39
paise,endingat85.98againstthe
US dollar, compared to
Thursdaā’s close of 86.37. This
markstherupee’seighthstraight
daā of gains, registering its best

weeklā performance since
Januarā 2ć23. The rupee has
risen bā 1.78 per cent inMarch
so far, following a decline in the
dollar indeĀ. However, for the
current financial āear, it has still
recordeda2.8percentdecline.

“The rupee’s gain was sup-

ported bā stronger-than-eĀ-
pected trade data and a rise in
foreign eĀchange reserves fol-
lowing the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) USD-INR swap in-
tervention. These factors to-
gether have helped bolster the
local currencā,” said Dilip
Parmar,SeniorResearchAnalāst,
HDFC Securities. RBI’s efforts
have paid off, with the rupee
emerging as the top performer
among Asian currencies so far
thismonth,hesaid.

JateenTrivedi, research ana-
lāst - commoditā and currencā,
LKP Securities, said FII inflows

surgedwith strong buāing fig-
ures in recent daās. “The Fed’s
decisiontoholdratessteadāand
its forecast for lower interest
rates ahead pulled the dollar
down,providingsignificantsup-
porttotherupee.However,ma-
jorcapitalmarketstrengthening
gives rupee the strong push
higher,”hesaid.

Stock markets remained
strongamidbargainhuntingand
FII inflows. The SenseĀ gained
ć.73 per cent, or 557 points, to
76,9ć5.51 and the NSE Niftā
IndeĀ rose ć.69 per cent, or 159
points, to23,35ć.4ćonFridaā.

THERESERVEBank of India has
urged theCEOof IndusIndBank
andhisdeputātostepdownafter
significant accounting lapses as
soon as replacements are found
andthecentralbankhasapproved
them, according to four sources
familiarwiththeconversations.
IndusInd Bank stronglā denied
theclaims,however, stating theā
are"factuallāincorrect."

"The information circulating
isentirelāinaccurateanddoesnot
reflect the true situation," the
banksaid.IndusIndisIndia’sfifth
largestprivatelender,withaRs5.4
lakh crore ($63 billion) balance
sheet. OnMarch 1ć it disclosed
that its derivatives portfoliowas
overvalued bā around 2.35 per
cent—about$175million—after
non-compliantinternaltrades.

Thebank,headedbāSumant
Kathpalia,hasappointedeĀternal
investigators. His deputā, Arun
Khurana, also heads the global
marketsdivision,whichincludes
thederivativesportfolio.

TheRBImadeclearthatithad
lost confidence in the topeĀecu-
tives,butthatitwantedanorderlā
transitiontoavoidunnervingde-

positors, said oneof the sources,
briefedbātopmanagement.

A second source said theRBI,
which onlā recentlā approved a
one-āeareĀtensionforKathpalia,
hadalsomadeclearthatitwanted
thecandidatestocomefromout-
sideIndusInd.

While a bank’s boardmakes
recommendationsfortopeĀecu-
tivepositions, RBI approval is re-
quired. TheRBI is knowntooffer
informaladvice to lenders facing
governanceorfinancialconcerns
that itwould prefer an eĀternal
candidate.Afterthediscrepancies
were disclosed, the RBI issued a
statement assuring depositors
thatthebankwaswellcapitalised.

Emails sent to the RBI,
KathpaliaandKhuranawerenot
answered. The sources said the
accountingdiscrepancā—which
contravened RBI rules intro-
duced onlā in April 2ć24— did
not appear to be an industrā-
wide problem. The first source
saiditwasaclear issueof lackof
oversight, and another source
said it had come to light in
September 2ć24 when it was
flagged toKathpalia. REUTERS

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

WITHTHEIndiangovernmentin
touchwith ElonMusk’s X over
stirringresponsesgeneratedbāits
artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot
Grok, the question thatmanā in
the government are grappling
withis:Whoisactuallāresponsi-
ble for the retorts that theAI has
beenproducingonthesocialme-
diaplatform?

Laden with profanities,
sweeping takes, colouring some
conservative users, including X
founder Musk, as the biggest
spreaders ofmisinformation—
Grok’s responses to questions
posedbāIndianusershavesofar
turnedouttobeanamalgamation
of the attitudes anddemeanour
familiar to thosewho frequentlā
usethesocialnetwork.

Here are some facts: Grok is
not a person, at best, it is a com-
puter code running on
high-end compute at
the back end, and at its
worst,thatcodeperiod-
icallāchurnsouttheun-
derbellāof thedatathat
hasbeenfedtoit.Grokis
artificial,itsintelligencedebatable.

So,whenGrokusesamisogā-
nist Hindi eĀpletive when re-
sponding to a user about their
mostprominentmutuals,orcalls
Muskoneof thebiggest sources
ofmisinformation on the social
mediaplatform—itledtopeople
askingGrokaflurrāofquestions,
directlāthroughtheirposts,oras
commentstootherposts.

This piece aims to demāstifā
three main concerns around
what’s happening with Grok:
who is responsible for its re-
sponses, are thepeople asking it
questionssomehowliable, and if
Grokisasourceof truth.

Who is liable, can
peoplebepenalised?

Internet platforms such asX,
Meta,andYouTubehavelegalpro-
tectionfromthecontentthattheir
users post. This, in law, is called
safeharbour—theargumentbe-
ingplatformshavenocontrolover
whatusers areposting. Theā are
mereconduits,sotheācannotbe
heldliableforhostingthird-partā
content.

Whilethatconventionitselfis
currentlābeingdebatedgivenvi-
ralitāandthepotentialof speech
on such platforms to cause real
world harms, themillion dollar
questioniswhetherGrok,anarti-
ficial output generator, canhave
safeharbourprotections.

That is acompleĀquestion to
dealwith for lawmakers. X has

told the Indian govern-
ment that it has been
trained on the open-
Internet,whichpresum-
ablāalsoincludescontent
thatuserspostonX.So,in
a waā, everāthing that

Grokgenerates is basedonwhat
people spending āears on the
Internet haveproduced. But can
then theā be held responsible?
Thatislikeaskingiftheoceancan
besuedforbeingwet.

Besides,speechisahighlāpro-
tectedcategorā in India,withthe
IndianConstitutionaffordingthe
freedomofeĀpressionasafunda-
mental right,with some reason-
ablerestrictions.But,thoserights
are available to human beings.
Humans’ speech should be cen-
sored onlā under select circum-
stanceswhentheāobviouslāvio-
late restrictions laiddown in the
Constitution. DoesGrokhavethe
right to unfettered free speech?
Andwhat is Grok’s free speech
even? Its code essentiallā deter-
mineswhat the neĀtword in a
sentenceshouldbe,whichisafac-
toroftheunderlāingdatasetithas
been trainedon,which in turn is
generatedbāactualhumans.Both
the code, and the content in the
languagemodel.

So,manāwouldarguethatthe
liabilitā of Grok’s responses pri-
marilā lieswith ĀAI, its creators,

andX for allowingGrok to pro-
duce responseswithout anā fil-
ters.Butthattooraisessomeper-
tinent questions. Howdoes one
hold creators of analgorithmre-
sponsible? Is it the highlā-paid
people who have written the
code,orthelow-wagedataanno-
tators? These are questions that
regulators around theworld are
unlikelātohaveaquick,andaccu-
rate answer to. “Grok is certainlā
not a real person, it’s an artificial
entitā. But someof its responses
aredefinitelāproblematic. It’s an
interesting,anddifficultproblem,
thatusingovernmentwillhaveto
figureout,” a senior government
officialsaid.

ShouldĀou trustGrok?
Theshortanswertothatques-

tionis,AIresponsesshouldnotbe
treatedasaccuratepiecesofinfor-
mation, no matter how much
theā satiate one’s socio-political
beliefs.Alreadā,platformsareap-
plāingfiltersontheirAImodelsto
restricttheirpoliticalspeechinor-
dertostaāsafefromgovernment
scrutinā.

As IndiaheadedtoLokSabha
elections last āear, Google said it
will restrict thetāpesofelection-
relatedquestionsuserscanaskits
artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot
Gemini in the countrā. Earlier,
Krutrim, the chatbot developed
bā an IndianAI startup founded
bāBhavishAggarwal of Ola, had
beenfoundtoself-censoroncer-
tain keāwords. AI platforms are
builttopredicttheneĀtwordina
phrase, and to trā and satisfā the
querā a user has asked — and
models like Grok have so far
shown theāwill do anāthing to
achievethat,beg,borroworsteal.

REUTERS
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

LAMBORGHINIANDMercedes-
MaābachplantoeĀpandinIndia
asagrowingtribeof āoung, rich
Indianssplurgeonsuper luĀurā
cars,drivingtheirsalestorecord
levels.

Italian supercar maker
Lamborghini, fresh from a āear
of record sales, is eĀploring a
fourthshowroominIndia,while
Mercedes-Maābach sees the
countrā as a potential top-five
marketbāsales, companāeĀec-
utives said.

“India, for us, is an asset ...
there is a huge potential for the
future. There is the idea of hav-
ingmaābe a fourth dealership
but this is still something in the
earlā stages,” Lamborghini’s
StephanWinkelmann told re-
portersatavirtual roundtable.

Theoptimismisdrivenbā“a
change in generation” in the
countrāwith“momentumfrom
āounger customers”, he said,
adding that the average ageof a
LamborghinibuāerinIndiaisbe-
low 4ć āears — making it the

āoungestmarketafterChina.
“Youhavea lotof startups in

Indiawhichareverā successful.
You have verā āoung, high net
worth individuals which are
stepping into this tāpeof car. So
this ispositive forus,”hesaid.

Rapid economic growth in
Indiahaswroughta fundamen-
tal shift in attitude towards luĀ-
urā purchases among its
āoungergenerationsthatdiffers

from their elders, who were
moreconcernedwithsaving.

EĀecutives at startups cash-
ing out after record public list-
ingsandāoungergenerationsof
afamilābusinessspendingwith
less guilt are driving up sales of
all things luĀurā-cars,watches,
bagsandevenhomes.

But luĀurā car sales in India
make up just over 1 per cent of
the 4 million vehicles-a-āear

market, and super luĀurā cars
areanevensmallerpercentage.

Lamborghinihaditsbestāear
in India in2ć24,selling113cars,
up 1ćper cent on 2ć23.
Winkelmann eĀpects growth
again this āear, on the back of a
strong order book lasting 18
months.

The Italian carmaker’s Urus
SUV, which has a starting price
tag of close to $5ćć,ććć before
taĀes,madeuphalf itssales,with
the rest coming from
the Huracan and Revuelto
sports cars.

Mercedes-Maābach achie-
ved145percentgrowthin India
in 2ć24, selling 5ćć of its super
luĀurā cars priced upwards of
$325,ćććinamarketwherethe
averagecarcostsabout$15,ććć.

Daniel Lescow, head of
Mercedes-Maābach, said India
wasalreadāinitstop1ćmarkets
andhadthepotentialtobeinthe
topfive,butthespeedofgrowth
would depend on how the luĀ-
urāmarketdevelops.

“I’m convinced there’s so
muchmorepotential ... somanā
opportunities here,” Lescow
said.

Young, rich Indians rev up Lamborghini
andMercedes-Maybach sales to new highs

GROKISnotaperson,at
best, it isacomputercode
runningonhigh-end
computeat thebackend,
andat itsworst, thatcode
periodicallĀchurnsout
theunderbellĀof thedata
thathasbeenfedto it
MANYWOULDarguethat
theliabilitĀofGrok’s
responsesprimarilĀlies
withxAI,itscreators,andX

forallowingGrokto
produceresponses
withoutanĀfilters
PLATFORMSLIKEX,
Meta,andYouTubehave
legalprotectionfromthe
content that theirusers
post.This, in law, iscalled
safeharbour—the
argumentbeingplatforms
havenocontrolover
whatusersareposting

CANYOUBLAMEGROKİ

LamborghiniUrusSE,ahĀbridSUVcar ispresentedduring
its launchinNewDelhi,onAugust9,2Ć24. ReutersFile

Rupee rallies to 85.98 against US dollar

Source: PPAC *Between April-FebruarĀ

INDIAķS RISINGOIL IMPORTDEPENDENCY
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‘IndusInd Bank CEO,
deputy urged to quit’

SEBI tightens
rules for social
media ads by
intermediaries
Mumbai: SEBI on Fridaā asked
registered intermediarieswish-
ing to advertise on social media
platforms like Google andMeta
toregisterontheseplatformsus-
ingthecontactdetailssuchasthe
emailIDandmobilenumberpro-
vided to themarketswatchdog.
The move is aimed at curbing
fraudulent activities in the secu-
ritiesmarket.

This comes after SEBI ob-
served a rapid increase in frauds
related to securitiesmarkets be-
ingconductedonplatformssuch
asYouTube,Facebook,Instagram,
WhatsApp, X, Telegram, and the
GooglePlaāStore.“Ithasbeende-
cidedinconsultationwithSocial
MediaPlatformProvidersthatall
Sebi registered intermediaries
uploading/publishingadvertise-
ments on SMPPs like Google/
Meta (to start with), shall be re-
quired to register on such social
media platforms using their
email IDs andmobile numbers
registered on Sebi SI Portal," the
regulator said. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
SINGAPORE,MARCHūě

INDIA’SAIRPASSENGERtraffic is
eĀpectedtogrowatastrongpace
of 7per cent in 2ć25, supported
bāagrowingmiddleclassandin-
creasingairtravelaffordabilitā,ac-
cording to JoshuaNg,Director of
US-headquarteredAltonAviation
Consultancā.

Bullish onaviationprospects
in India, Ng said the countrā,
whichcontributesapproĀimatelā
1ćpercentofAsiaPacific’sdomes-
ticandinternationalairtrafficde-
mand, has alreadā returned to
pre-pandemiclevels.“Suchgrow-
ing demand in turn supports

India’smassiveaviationdevelop-
mentprogrammesincludingset-
tingupof 15ćairportsacross the
countrā,”NgsaidonFridaā.

Hefurthernotedthat“India’s
passenger traffic is eĀpected to
growatastrongpaceof7percent
in 2ć25, supported bā an order
book of nearlā 1,9ćć aircraft
amongairlinesbasedinthecoun-
trā.” Besides, “the recentmerger
betweenAir India andVistara is
also eĀpected tobringmore sta-
bilitā to the industrā, with Air
IndiaandIndiGoemergingasthe
twoprimarā plaāers in the full-
service and low-cost carrier seg-
mentsrespectivelā,”headded.

Theaviationindustrāwillcon-
tinue its long-termgrowthtrend

of 4 per cent per annum from
2ć24to2ć34,hesaid.

Mumbai:India’sdomesticair
passenger traffic increased
11.ć4percent to14ć.44 lakh
in Februarā over the same
monthlastāear,accordingto
monthlā traffic data bā the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation. Domestic passen-
gers flownbā Indian airlines
stoodat126.48lakh. PTI

‘Domestic air
passenger traffic
rises 11% in Feb’

‘India’s air passenger traffic to growby 7% in ’25’

IĀdiaķŁ Ďil imģĎĺŚ deģeĀdeĀcƆ likelƆ
ŚĎ hiŚ fĺeŁh fŭll-Ɔeaĺ high iĀ FYŧ5

Therupeehasrisen
bĀ1.78percent in
Marchsofar,
followingadecline
inthedollar index

Grok, unhinged!Who is
responsible for AI chatbot’s
sensational responses on X?

HOUSEPANELRECOMMENDATIONS

‘Consider PLI tenure extension, slash red tape’

File
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HI SALIM!Howare Āou?Winter
is coming inRussia, andweare
starting to plan a trip to
varkala.”

The message notification beeped on
SalimShah’s phoneonNovember3, 2ć24.
Itwas fromanoldclient,Aleksej, towhom
he had been renting out his propertā in
Varkala,abeachinsouthKerala,around4ć
kmfromThiruvananthapuram, for the last
eightāears.Heknewhimwell.

Turnsout,hehardlāknewhim.
OnMarch11, theKerala Police, in coor-

dination with the International Police
CoordinationUnit of theCentral Bureauof
Investigation (IPCU-CBI), arrested Aleksej
Besciokov,a46-āear-oldLithuaniancitiąen
andresidentofRussia, fromthehousethat
Salimownednear theVarkalabeach.

TheCBI saidBesciokov iswantedbāUS
authoritiesonanumberofcharges, includ-
ingmoneā laundering. Hewill stand trial
beforetheEasternDistrictCourtofVirginia.

Earlierthisāear,Besciokovwasindicted
in the US for allegedlā facilitatingmoneā
launderingbātransnationalcriminalorgan-
isations throughGaranteĀ, aRussiancrāp-
tocurrencāeĀchange.

OnMarch7,theUSDepartmentofJustice
(DOJ) announced the unsealing of the in-
dictmentagainstBesciokov.Accordingtothe
DOJ indictment, BesciokovwasGaranteĀ’s
primarātechnicaladministrator,responsible
for obtaining and maintaining critical
GaranteĀ infrastructure, aswell as review-
ingandapprovingtransactions.

Aroundthreeāearsago,onApril5,2ć22,
theUSDepartmentof theTreasurā’sOffice
of Foreign Assets Control had sanctioned
GaranteĀ for its role in allegedlā “facilitat-
ingmoneā laundering of funds from ran-
somwareactorsanddarknetmarkets”.

TheDOJ indictment saās that between
March2ć21andDecember2ć23,“GaranteĀ
processedat least approĀimatelā $1.2mil-
lion from, and to, three different darknet
markets that specialiąed in drug sales and
child seĀual abusematerial”.

Besciokov and GaranteĀ’s Russian co-
founder,AleksandrMiraSerda,areaccused
of processing at least $96 billion in crāp-
tocurrencā transactionssince2ć19.

BesciokovandSerdaallegedlāreceived
hundredsofmillions incriminalproceeds,
whichwereusedtofacilitateseveralcrimes,
includinghacking,ransomware,terrorism,
anddrug trafficking.

“Winteriscoming…”TheGameofThrones
referenceinthemessagethatBesciokovsent
maāhavebeenaccidental,butwithhiscover
blown, the note that now sits on Salim’s
phonecarriesasenseof foreboding.

Aman in his ownworld
Varkala,with its jagged cliff beach that

stretches on for 3 km, is amiĀ of spiritual-
itāandrevelrā.ThePapanasambeachholds
religioussignificanceforHindus,whocome
to perform rituals and immerse the ashes
of thedeceased in thesea.

Over the last decade, it has also drawn
revellers from across the countrā and be-
āond,evensurpassingKovalaminpopular-
itā.Knownforitsredlateriteformationsand
panoramic views of the Arabian Sea, the
Varkala Cliff features cafes, restaurants and
shops catering to themanā tourists who
throngthebeach,bothdomesticandforeign.

Itwashere,amidthebeachgoersandthe
revellers, that Besciokov, “quiet” and “re-
served”, foundhissafehaven,whereheef-
fortlesslāslippedin,withoutelicitingatten-
tionorprāingquestions.

So everā āear, Besciokovwould come
downtoVarkala—oftenwithhiswifeYulia,
46, and son Feliks, 1ć —where he rented
Salim’stwo-storeāed,four-bedroomhouse.
His recent trip to Varkala, which began on
Februarā11,however, lastedonlāamonth.

It was in 2ć16 that Besciokov first ap-
proached Salim seekinghis house on rent.

“He camewith a Russian friend back then
and introducedhimself as a computer en-
gineer. He had onlā one condition: even
thoughhewouldstaāforonlāthreemonths
a āear, the house should not be rented to
anāoneelse for therestof theāear.Besides
his familā, he frequentlā bought several
Russianfriendstostaāatthehouseoverthe
āears.Weneverhadanā reason todistrust
himorhis friends,” saāsSalim.

This time too, hewaswith Yulia, their
sonand the familāof his friendKirill (wife
Tatainaandtheirbabā).

Salim said Besciokov usuallā timed his
visits to get awaā from Russia’s winter
months.“HelikedtheweatherinKerala,he
liked thebeachesandthesunhere.”

Salim’sfamilā,amongthefirstmoversin
Varkala’s thriving tourism industrā, hasput
up twoof their properties on rent. “Mā fa-
therwasanengineerwiththeOilandNatural
GasCorporation,andIworkedasanaccount-
antintheGulf.Wesortofstartedthetrendof
renting properties to foreign tourists in
Varkala.Noweverāonedoesit.WhenAleksej
came here, he mentioned that he had a

drillingshipmaintenanceandconstruction
business inRussia. Thatmutual connection
tooil fieldsmighthave influencedmādeci-
siontorentthepropertātohim,”saāsSalim.

Showing a copā of Besciokov’s recent
Indian tourist e-visa on his phone, Salim
saāstherewasnothingsuspiciousaboutthe
documents. The e-visa was issued on
Februarā 2, 2ć24, and is valid
forfiveāears,eĀ-
piring on
Januarā
31,

2ć29.Headdsthattherehadneverbeenan
issuewithBesciokov’sFormC, themanda-
torā registration formthathosts of foreign
guests must submit to the Foreigners
RegionalRegistrationOfficer(FRRO)within
24hoursof arrival tohelpauthorities track
and locate them.

“If the Indianauthorities knewhewasa
criminal,wouldn’t theāhave caughthimat
the airport?” Salimwonders, adding that
BesciokovopenedabankaccountinIndiaand
carriedoutonlinetransactions.

Besciokov initiallā paid a rent of
Rs 1,75,ććć a āear, which went up to
Rs 5 lakh over the āears after considerable
persuasionfromSalim.“Whenever Iasked
fora renthike,hewouldclaimtobeasim-
ple man with a modest financial back-
ground. I told him this āear that I needed
Rs 5 lakh since mā children's weddings
were coming up. Even then, he paid onlā
Rs 4.5 lakh in two instalments. I have pro-
vided all the transaction details to the po-
lice,”hesaās.

From all accounts, Besciokov and his
familā led as unobtrusive a life as possible
while inVarkala.

“Theā rarelā interacted
with local residents and
others. Theādidnoteatout
much either. Theā mostlā
cooked at home and ate
fruits, vegetables, and fish,
as far as I know. Theā
weren't particularlā into
Indian cuisine,” saās Salim,
who liveswith his familā a
kilometreawaā.

Athira, a worker at a
nearbāgrocerā shop, recalls
that the familā usuallā
boughtbananasandcanned
tuna. She saās that, unlike
manā other tourists, theā
rarelā engaged in small talk
with anāone. But she re-
members“somethinginter-
esting”: Besciokov, hiswife
andsonallhadsimilarcloselā
cropped haircuts, which at
different timeswere dāed
blonde,pinkorpurple.

Salim describes
Besciokov as tall and lean,
someone who appeared
āoungerthanhisactualage.
“I would see him three or
four times during each visit. Whenever I
wenttothehouse,hewouldbeworkingon
his laptop.Hewouldoftenbeinshortsand
round-neckT-shirts,”hesaās.

Besciokov usuallāmoved around on a
second-handscooterthathebought.Police
are currentlā trāing to trace the previous
ownerof thescootertofindpotentialasso-
ciatesof Besciokov inVarkala.

Salim saās that Besciokov often came
acrossastight-fisted.“Once,hecomplained
about how hot it was in the house. I sug-
gested that he buā an air conditioner for
himself, but he never did. After that, he
nevermentionedtheheatagain.”

“Infact,hehasnotboughtanāfurniture
eĀcept for whatwas alreadā in the house
whenIhandeditovertohim.Theonlātime
hemadeanāchangewaswhenhepainted
a wall green to hang pictures and some
studāmaterial for his son. He painted the
wallhimself and later reverted to theorig-
inal colourafter somedaās,” saāsSalim.

Recalling his interactions with
Besciokov,neighbourHashim,ataĀidriver,
saās, “He used towork long hours, as the
lightswereoften lefton late into thenight.
HenevereĀchangedsmilesorpleasantries
with me, nor

didheeverhiremācar.”
Another neighbour, whowished to re-

main anonāmous, saās Besciokovwas dif-
ferentfrommanāotherforeignvisitorswho
wanderedaroundlateatnight.“Heusuallā
returnedhomebā9pmand seemed tobe
workingonhiscomputeruntilearlāmorn-
ingbeforegoing tosleep.”

What was he doing in Varkala then?
Whileit’sanaspectthepoliceandtheagen-
cies are probing, the Kerala Police said he
wasonavalid tourist visa.

Thiruvananthapuram Rural SP K S
Sudarsansaid,“Hiselectronicgadgetshave
beenhandedovertotheCBI.Hehadalocal
bank account, but nothing suspiciouswas
found in it. Hewas probablā careful not to
indulge in anā illegal activities during his
staā in India.We have come to know that
theUSagenciestrackedhimbāmonitoring
thesocialmediauseof hiswife.’’

The arrest
TheEĀternalAffairsMinistrā(EAM),act-

ing on a request from the US under the
EĀtradition Act of 1962, obtained a provi-

sionalarrestwarrantagainst
Besciokov from Delhi's
Patiala House Court on
March 1ć. The CBI received
intelligence about his pres-
ence in Varkala and passed
this on to the local police.
Acting on the tip-off, the
Varkala police conducted
searches of homestaās in
thearea.

OntheeveningofMarch
11, civil police officer Jojin
Raj was enquiring in the
neighbourhood when he
spotted Besciokov on the
balconā of the house. “I
quicklāwent up. On seeing
me, he went inside the
house.Istartedknockingon
the door and, after a few
minutes, he opened it. He
wasalldressedup,withhis
bags packed. I asked for his
passport, and the details
matched. He then at-
temptedtobribemewitha
handful of Rs 5ćć notes. I
told him towait and called
māsenior officers. Theā ar-
rivedandtookhimintocus-

todā,”JojineĀplains,addingthatitwasonlā
the neĀt daā that he realised the eĀtent of
Besciokov's criminal activities.

The police seiąed two laptops, twomo-
bilephones,andsomedocumentsfromthe
house. Theā later reported that while
Besciokov’sfriendKirillleftVarkalaonMarch
6,Besciokov’s familā, alongwithKrill’swife
andbabā,leftforRussiaearlāmorningMarch
11,hoursbeforehewasarrested.

Police are investigating Besciokov's fi-
nancial transactions and potential links to
local residents but have not identified anā
suspects so far.Hewas laterpresentedbe-
fore the PatialaHouse Court inNewDelhi,
andwill laterbeeĀtradited to theUS.

Varkala DāSP Gopakumar, one of the
seniorofficerswhotookBesciokovintocus-
todā, stated that the Lithuanian remained
in Varkala because hewasworried about
gettingcaughtat theairport.

Gopakumar saās, “He remained verā
calm even after his arrest. He told the po-
lice that hewas planning to escape toGoa
and had visited other Indian cities like
Chennai andMumbai in thepast.”

WITHINPUTSFROMSHAJUPHILIP,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

THE
LITHUANIAN
IN AKERALA
BEACHTOWN
FewinVarkalaknewwhatAleksejBesciokovwasupto,eĀcept thathe
staāedwithhis familā inarentedhouse,movedaroundonascooterand
kept tohimself.Until, onedaā, thepolice turnedupathisdoor.
NARAYANANSvisits thebeachtown,where theallegedcābercriminal,
wanted in theUSfora$96billioncrāptocurrencāracket, spenta few
monthseverāāearsince2ć16

(Clockwise fromtop)
thehousethatSalim
Shahrentedout;
AleksejBesciokov;
Varkalabeachnear
Thiruvananthapuram.
Itwas inthisbeach
townthatBesciokov,
“quiet”and“reserved”,
foundhissafehaven

UNDERTHERADAR

Besciokovwas
indicted in theUS
for allegedly
facilitatingmoney
laundering
throughGarantex,
a Russian
cryptocurrency
exchange

KeralaTourism
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SHUBHRAGUPTA

WITHTHEcatchātitlesonggoing,‘ekaurrang
bhidekhiĀeBengalka’,wearehopefulthatthis
newNeeraj Pandeā series, set in Calcutta/
Kolkata,willactuallābedifferent.

Theeight-partshowstartswithakidnap-
pinggoingwrong,andthenthestorābegins
unpacking itswares in right earnest: sloppā
goons,sharpcops,aposseofpoliticianswith

murkāundergroundconnections,nefarious
activities involving dead bodies and
organharvesting.

Apromising start quicklā descends into
predictabilitā.Thebeatsarefamiliar,thechar-
actertāpesareevenmoreso.Apartfromthe
fact that the faces aremostlāBengali actors
—somefamiliar, somenotso—Khakee: The
Bengal Chapter comes off as sameold. And
that’s toobad, because the ensemble com-
prisessomeofthemostpopularactorswork-
inginBengali,startingwithtopstarsProsenjit
Chatterjee, ParambrataChattopadhāaā, and
Jeet,amongstothers.

As in The Bihar Chapter (2ć22), also cre-
atedbāPandeā,whichwas liftedbāaclutch
of stirring acts, especiallā from Avinash
Tiwarā, AshtutoshRanaand Jatin Sarna,we
are givena tussle betweenmobsters-with-
historā and good-and-bad-cops.Which is
fine,becausecops-and-robberswillnevergo

out of vogue: all āouneed is a slap-upplot
withenoughedge.Butthat’snotwhatweget
here: even theBengali dialogue is leavened
withenoughHindiandEnglish forusto feel
comfortable, the patina of newness kept
carefullāincheck.

Someof the casting choices have been
madekeeping familiaritā inmind. Saswata
Chatterjeeplaāingamenacingbadguāisnot

that neweven for thosewho don’t follow
Bengalicinema:rememberhimasthecreepā
Bob Biswas in the Vidāa Balan starrer
Kahaani?ParambrataChattopadhāaāmade
hisBollāwooddebutasasmartcopinSujoā
Ghosh’s 2ć12 delicious thriller: here he is
again, plaāing a policeman. Chitrangada
Singh,asanambitiouspolitician,remindsāou
of her lovelā idealistic āoung woman in

SudhirMishra’s 2ćć3HaĄaaronKhwaishein
Aisi, in her crumpled cotton saris. And
ProsenjitChatterjee’sstarturnasthepower-
ful legacā studio owner in Vikramaditāa
Motwane’s2ć23 Jubilee is still top-of-mind-
recall:hereheplaāsadodgāneta.

The action flashes back to the earlā ’5ćs
when Shankar Barua Bagha (Saswat
Chatterjee)comestothecitāasaboāwithhis
mother, andcarveshiswaā to the topof the
crimeheap, displaāing thekindof savagerā
required to run a hard gang. His faithful
acolātes Sagar Talukdar andRanjit Thakur
(RitwikBhowmikandAadilZafarKhan)keep
everāthinghumming,keepinganeāeontheir
ownlowerrungs,aswellasthenetaswhouse
their services.AscraftāpoliticianBarunRoā
who uses everā trick in the book to keep
ahead of the game, Prosenjit has hismo-
ments. Sadlā, Parambrata is confined to a
guestappearance:moreof himwouldhave
donethisBengalchaptergood.Jeet,asupright
copArjunMaitrawhosemission is to clean
uphiscitā—‘notthecitāofjoābutbhoĀ(fear)’
— iseffective too,but toomanāclose-upsas

reactionshotsslowthingsdown.
Everā time there’s a combingoperation,

thegoonsmāsteriouslāmanagetogettheup-
perhand.Oohthere’samoleamongstus,saās
a cop,with deep surprise: it’s like no one’s
heardof badeggs in thepolicedepartment
before.Thebanalbitsweighheavilāonsome
oftheinterestingtwists,andāouareleftwon-
deringwheresomuchof thecultural speci-
ficitā of Bengal, which should have reallā
madethisthingsing,hasvanished.

Does it have todowith the imperatives
of streaming in India, tomake everāthing
palatable to everāone, even if that leads to
flattened narratives?Whatever happened
totakingcreativerisksinordertocreatethe
eĀcitementwhich a show like this needs?
EĀamples are not far: NetfliĀ’s own latest
show, Adolescence, which has blownus all
awaā, is set in a small British town,with its
characters speaking in accents-and-ca-
dencescompletelātheirown,withoutfear-
ingif theaudiencewillbealienated.Canwe
please have a show like that for Indian
audiences?Or is that tootallanask?

The Beats are Familiar
KHAKEE:THEBENGAL
CHAPTER★★
DiľecŞĒľ:DebaŞmaMaĄdal
CaŅŞ:PľĒŅeĄjiŞChaŞŞeľjee,JeeŞ,RiŞƈik
BhĒƈmik,ChiŞľaĄgadaSiĄgh,SaŅƈaŞa
ChaŞŞeľjee,JĒƊSeĄgűħŞa,AadilZafaľKhaĄ,
MimĒhChakľabĒľŞƊ,AakaĄŅhaSiĄgh,
ShľűŞiDaŅ,PaľambľaŞaChaŞŞĒħadhƊaƊ
SŞľeamiĄgĒĄ:NeŞfliƉ
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WICKED
JIOHOTSTAR
THIS IStheuntoldstorĀofthe
witchesofOĄ.ItfeaturesCĀnthia
ErivoasElphaba,aĀoungwoman,
misunderstoodbecauseofher
unusualgreenskin,whoisĀetto
discoverhertruepower,andAriana
GrandeasGlinda,apopularĀoung
woman,gildedbĀprivilege,who is
Āettodiscoverhertrueheart.The
twoforgeafriendshipinthisJon
MChu-directedadaptation.

OPPENHEIMER
NETFLIX
ACINEMATICepic,Christopher
Nolan’sOppenheimerwonseven
Oscars, includingBestPicture.The
2Ć23filmfollowsthestorĀofphĀsi-
cistJRobertOppenheimer,who
spentĀearsworkingwithateamof
scientiststodeveloptheatomic
bomb.Theirworkresultedinthe
world'sfirstnuclearexplosionin
1945,changingthecourseofhistorĀ.

SKYFORCE
PRIMEVIDEO
SKYFORCEremindstheaudienceof
the1965Indo-PakWar,whenIndia
facedadevastatingsurpriseattack.
WingCommanderAhujaleadsare-
taliatorĀstrike,butSquadronLeader
VijaĀagoesmissingafteraheroic
soloengagementagainstasuperior
enemĀjet.Ahujaspends23Āears
uncoveringacover-up,andulti-
matelĀsecuringposthumousrecog-
nitionforVijaĀa’ssacrifice.

ANORA
JIOHOTSTAR
SWEEPINGtheAcademĀawardsbĀ
winninginfivecategories,the
much-acclaimedfilmrevolves
aroundAnora,aĀoungwomanfrom
BrooklĀn,whogetsherchanceata
CinderellastorĀwhensheimpul-
sivelĀmarriesthesonofanoligarch.
ItsimpressivecastfeaturesMikeĀ
Madison,MarkEĀdelshteĀn,Yura
BorisovandKarrenKaragulian.

SHALINILANGER

ITDOESN’Tdoanāmoretohavejusta‘Magic
Mirror’ — especiallā not one that tells āou
“who is the fairest of them all”. Films,
especiallāthosebornoffairātales,mustalso
mirrorourtimes.

In trāing to be everāthing, SnowWhite
falls between these twomirrors, without
shatteringanāglassceiling, let’sbeclear.

Given the struggles Disneā waged to
make this live action film—adaptingwhat
was its first feature-length animation, back
in 1937—onemust ask, ‘Whā?’. The Covid
delaās,thesocialmediastormoverthestorā’s
White beautā standards, thewoke outrage
over that andmore, the Israel-Palestine
fissurescourtesāitsmainactors,andhowto
goaboutthedepictionofdwarves,therewas

little that thebehemothdidn’tencounter in
its latestdipintoits franchisebasement.

Sadlā, all that blood, sweat and tweets
don’t reflect in this bland adaptationwith
passablesongsandsub-magicalactors.

Rachel Zegler, a Latina actor, as Snow
Whitewas one of Disneā’s concessions to
makethestorāgodowneasā.WithWestSide
StorĀbehindher,Zeglerwasnotreallāariskā
choice, thoughshedidhave thestudio reel-
ing a bitwith her pro-Palestine statements.
However,goodassheis,Zeglerneverbounces
off thescreenasaPrincess—ifwedothhave
princesses—must.

Andrew Burnap plaās Jonathan, Snow
White’sloveinterest.HeisnolongeraPrince.
Rather,heisoneoftheRobinHood-like“ban-
dits” fighting the good fight against the Evil
Queen,and“in thenameof theKing(that is
SnowWhite’sfather)”,withabunchofMerrā

Menof own. Thekindest thing to saā about
Burnap is thathe isunderwhelming,which
maā have been required in a plot where
Zeglerhadtoshine.

Ifāouhaven’tāetguessed,ornotwatched
toomanā “updated” fairā tales latelā, this
one’s modern take involves SnowWhite
fightingherownfightagainsttheEvilQueen,
rather thanwaiting for a Prince or aKing to
leadher.Toavoidsteppingontoomanātoes,
the dwarves are rendered via CGI and
motion capture, and theā are prettā fine.
Though, of course, this too has been torn
apartbāthetear-aparters.

Beāond that, Disneā sticks to themain
contoursof the storā, be it theMagicMirror
sustainingtheEvilQueen’svanitā,thesquab-
bles andsongsof thedwarves, thepoisoned
apple, andeven the lover’s kiss. Theuneven
pacing (directorMarcWebb, The AmaĄing

Spider-Man2)meansthatnoonereallāsuffers
much, neither SnowWhite in an eĀtended
semi-comanorJonathaninadungeon,while
therelationshipbetweenthePrincessandthe
dwarves (the soul of the storā) is sliced into
unsatisfactorā,briefepisodes.

If there is one sufferer, so to speak, it is
Gadot.ThecharismaticIsraeliactorhasbeen
stripped of all her star appeal in her strict
blackheadgearandlongpaintedtalons,and
is left grimacing, glaring and gnashing
throughherEvilQueen.

Still,shegetstheonegoodlineofthisfilm.
Referringtothefactthatinthegoodolddaās
ofSnowWhite’sfatherandmother,thethree
bakedapplepiesfortheirsubjectsasproofof
their kindness, the Queen spits out to the
Princess: “Andwhat doāouhave to offer to
āoursubjects?Dessert?”

Fairenough, theMirrorwouldrule.

SHALINILANGER

THEDOLUSSUVthatistherealstarofLocked
(actuallā a Land Rover remodelled for the
film)reeksofmoneā,withdarktintedglasses,
beige leatherseats,andacrested logothat if
āoulookcloselāfeaturesLadāJustice.

Locked wants āou to look verā, verā
closelā,andnotjustatthatlogo,andeĀclaim
“howclever”. But even amillion-dollar ride
(thesuggestedpriceofthevehicle)can’thold
theweight of this filmwhere in-
come inequalitāwrestles liberal
permissivenesswrestles old vs
āoungworld viewwrestles can-
cel culturewrestles Dostoevskā
wrestlesdaddāguilt.

And that isnotevencounting
the heavāweight Anthonā
Hopkinsandtheno-lightweight-
himselfBillSkarsgardwhotapinto
theirchopstopowerallthoseideasforward.

SkarsgardisBarrā,adown-and-outpettā
criminalwho isoutof cashand indangerof
losing anā remaining credibilitā with his
āoungdaughter.Heiscountingonhisoldvan,
now in repairs, to turn a new leaf, but even
thatrequiresmoneā.Andhenceitisthatfind-

ingthefancāDolus,parkedinthekindof lot
where it does not belong, and unlocked at
that, Barrā breaks in hoping to find some-
thing he can steal— and discovers he can’t
getout.

Hopkins isWilliam, a clipped British
accentedwealthā doctor and owner of the
car,whohasjiggedDolusintoasound-proof,
bullet-proof,mobile signal-jammedmodel
of justice deliverā. Barrā happens to be the
seventh person to break into his car, and
William is determined tomake a lesson of

him—evenif thatmeanstaser-
ing, starving, freeąing, frāing
him, and letting himbleed of a
self-inflictedgunshotwound.

William is remote control-
ling theSUV,andcommunicat-
ingwithBarrā through adash-
board device, plus cameras all
through thevehicle. EĀhausted
of all the curses and options,

BarrāfinallāgetstalkingtoWilliam.
As it turns out,Williamhas a lot to saā,

about “scumbags likeBarrā”.AndBarrāhas
amassivechiponhisshoulder,about“elites
likeWilliam”.

Yaroveskā has his finger on the political
moment, āou think? But no, the four cred-

ited screenwriters, working on an
Argentinian filmthat isLocked’s inspiration,
don’t want to reallā Pikettā their brains—
probablārealisingthethingroundonwhich
both Barrā andWilliam stand. Hence the
skimmingovereverābigandsmall cultural
fissureroilingtheAmericanlandscape.

But, the thing is, āou can’tworkup feel-
ingsforBarrā—Skarsgardhashadtoomanā
weirdoroles,whichseepintothisone.Orfor
William,whogets barelā a backstorā, apart
fromthefactthatheisfromSouthWales,in-
sistshismoneāisallhishardwork,andloves
classicalmusic—arefinedoppositehenceto

thestreet smartsof Barrā (street smartsbe-
ingawordmuchusedandabusedinLocked).

WhenWilliam takes Barrā for a ride
through thedarkunderbellā of the citā, still
remotecontrollingDolus,thereisapromise,
of thefilmfinallāwalkingitstalk.Asthereis
whenHopkinsmakesanappearanceinper-
son, sliding into the driver’s seatwith his
brandofchillāmenacelikesecondskin.

But even if Hopkins can run on fumes
alone,Lockedneededasteadāsupplāoffuel,
which went beāond words. Dolus,
for eĀample, is Latin for fraud.Are āou im-
pressedāet?

ALAKASAHANI

SOMEWHERELOSTinthemeanderingand
overlā long courtroomdrama-cum-love
storāisthetaleofadoctor’svision.Witha
desperateattempttorampupthedrama,
the film tries to incorporate toomanā
elements, plot-twists and frequent flash-
backs. The result is amessā, verbose and
over-wroughtnarrative.
Written anddirectedbāVikramBhatt,

the film fictionalises the storā of Ajaā
Murdia, founder of thenationwide chain
offertilitāclinics,IndiraIVF,whileincorpo-
ratingsomereal factsofhis lifeandcareer
intothenarrative.Withthesupportofhis
wifeIndira(essaāedbāAdahSharma),Ajaā
(hisāoungercharacterisplaāedbāIshwak
Singh andolder bāAnupamKher), after
quittinghissecuregovernmentjob,opens
aclinicinUdaipurthatofferstreatmentfor
infertilitā.Subsequentlā,theāscaleuptheir
operations andoffer IVF facilitā to those
seekingtobearchildren.Thoughoriginallā
a pathologist, Ajaā is considered to be a
pioneerinprovidinglow-costfertilitātreat-
mentandeventuallāopensachainofIndira
IVFacrossthecountrā.
The film, produced bā Indira

Entertainment (AjaāMurdia’s sonsNitią
andKshitiąarecreditedasproducers),per-
hapssetouttocelebrateAjaā,whoinspite
ofhismodestbeginningisfullofideasand
hasbigdreams.At somepoint, it alsobe-
cameatool toportraāagrandpictureof a
doctor,whoapartfromachievingimmense
successinhisfieldofworkalsoamasseda
hugeamountofwealth.Theaudienceisin-
formed about hemaking land deals, a
boardmemberofhiscompanāgettingan
astronomical amount as monthlā paā
chequeandmoresuchthings.
Thenarrativewasalsokeentoincorpo-

ratehowhisheartbeatsforwomenwhen
theā faceharassment because theā can’t
getpregnant.Itbrieflāfocussesonhowhe
believes that a woman should not be
blamed forher inabilitā tobear a child as
themale partnermight have amedical
problem.But these are fleeting conversa-
tions in the course of this lengthā convo-
lutednarrativethatchoosestofocusonan
insipidcourtroomdrama.Itbanksheavilā
onflashbacks, loudbackgroundscoreand
tackāCGItokeeptheaudienceengaged.
ThefilmcastsEshaDeolasMeenakshi,

a lawāerwho is fightingAjaā’s case.He is
charged in a hit-and-run case. To the au-
dience, however, it is evident that he is
framedbāRajiv,whowas fosteredbāthe
doctor but now wants his downfall.
However, it is notmade clearwhā Rajiv
bears such feelings forAjaā. Even though
Meenakshi is entrustedwith the task of
fightingthecase,sheis frequentlāshown
nothavingenoughfaithinwinning.Later,
shetakesabackseatwitholderAjaā(Kher)
cross-eĀaminingthewitnesseshimself.
The narrative is often incoherent

and full of contradictions. Though fic-
tionalised, the narrative is fiĀated on
Ajaā and his achievements. Had it
shiftedfocusandeĀploredthestoriesof
thosewhotakethehelpof IVF; thebur-
denof suchaneĀpensivetreatment;and
the effect it has on them, it could have
beenmore impactful.

Dead in the Drive

An Insipid
Legal Drama

SnowWhite on Thin Ice
SNOWWHITE★★■

DiľecŞĒľ:MaľcWebb CaŅŞ:RachelZegleľ,GalGadĒŞ,AĄdľeƈBűľĄaħ

TUMKOMERIKASAM★★■
DiľecŞĒľ:VikľamBhaŞŞ
CaŅŞ:AĄűħamKheľ,AdahShaľma,IŅhƈak
SiĄgh,EŅhaDeĒl,SűŅhaĄŞSiĄgh

LOCKED★★
DiľecŞĒľ:DaƇid
YaľĒƇeŅkƊ
CaŅŞ:BillSkaľŅgaľd,
AĄŞhĒĄƊHĒħkiĄŅ,
AŅhleƊCaľŞƈľighŞ

Pune
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''IMPORTANT''

0090373203-1-1

ACADEMIC

SITUATION
VACANT

RECRUITMENT

Dnyaneshwari
Vrudhashram - for all
typesof aged10,000/-
monthly& for
permanently taking care
facilitywithin
Rs.1,50,000/-.
9326684309/ 7039024175.

0070952624-2

OLDAGEHOME

Without BreakingToilet,
Bathroom, 5Years
Guarantee, Terrace
10YrsGuarantee,All
LeakageWork, FreeVisit
AuthorizedApplicator
Dr.Fixit
9225534110/76667299110

0090371586-1

WATERPROOFING

Sale PuneBaner 3bhk 1.50
cr, 2bhkVimanNagar
Rowhouse 2.25 cr,
Wagholi Road57L,
Wanorie- 50L, Sale
Office- PuneStation 90L,
AashiiyanaRealtors
Since 1995

0040779016-3

PROPERTYFORSALE

May the sacredheart of
JESUSbeadored,
glorified, lovedand
preserved throughout
theworld nowand
forever. sacredheart of
JESUS thykingdom
come, sacredheart of
JESUShavemercyonus,
St Judeworker of
miracles pray for us.St
Judehelper of the
hopelesspray for us.
“MotherMARYPray for
us” ThankYouSt. JUDES.
say this prayer 9 timesa
day for ninedays. your
prayerwill be answered
on the Eighthday, it has
never known to fail,
Publicationmust be
promised. RANIV, KIRTI
P &CKV

0090373209-1

THANKSGIVING

PERSONAL

I Amit Shankar
Hanumante S/OShankar
ManoharHanumante
R/OVanashivVasti
Road, Taljai Vasti,
BehindOvhal Tailor,
PuneCity,Maharashtra-
411009, HaveChanged
TheNameOfMyMinor
SonNamelyAnsh (Aged
5Years)AndHeShall
Hereafter BeKnownAs
AdvayAmitHanumante
ForAll FuturePurposes

0040780698-1

II Bharati Devi,wife of
No.1253421K, Rank -
Sepoy, Name -Prabhakar
Jadhav, Resident atVill &
PO-AlsandTal -
Khanapur, Dist -Sangli
(MH) 415311, have
changedmyname from
Bharati Devi to Bharati
Prabhakar Jadhav&my
correctDOB is 01 June
1959&not 02May1953
asper affidavit no.
391/2025 at Sangli.

0090373205-1

II HaveChangedMyName
FromSajal ChoudharyTo
Sajal Shambhudayal
Tamrakar Through
Aadhar cardNo-Date-
20/03/2025

0090373217-1

II HaveChangedMyName
FromTejashri Prafulla
ShindeTo Tejashree
Prafulla ShindeThrough
Aadhar cardNo-Date-
20/03/2025

0090373217-5

II HaveChangedMyOld
NameSHEHNAZNADIR
CHARANIYA tonew
nameSHEHENAZNADIR
CHARANIYAasper
aadhar card.Date-
21/03/2025

0090373217-4

II Have changedMyOld
NameAnsari Saquib
IshtiyaqueAhmed to
NewNameSaquib
IshtiyaqueAnsari Vide
Affidavit No 767/2025
dated 20/03/2025.

0090373207-1

IIManelaAshok
Dharmathi Kari, spouse
ofNo. 14505966HRank:
EXNK, Dharmadhikari
Ashok Laxman, V/PO-
Parali, TAL. Satara, DIST.
Satara- 415013have
changedmyname from
ManelaAshok
Dharmathi Kari to
MangalAshok
Dharmadhikari affidavit
no- 496/2025dt.-
17/03/2025

0090373204-2

IIMeerawife ofNo-
2791495F Ex-Hav
Pansare SopanBaban
residingat Shikrapur,
Punehavechangedmy
name fromMeera to
MeeraSopanPansare
videAffidavit 312408 of
19/03/2025

0040780695-1

II No. 2775709H, Rank -Hav
Name -Patil Bhagwan
Anandrao, Resident at
Vill &PO-Kawadenagar
NewSangavi Tal -Haveli,
Dist -Pune (MH) 411027
Declare that inmyArmy
recordmyDaughter
name iswronglywritten
asSnehawhereas
correct name is Sneha
BhagwanPatil as per
affidavit no. 65/2025 at
Pune.

0090373205-4

II HaveChangedMyName
FromHarnil K PandyaTo
Harnilkumar
KapilchandraPandyaas
per documents.

0090373217-3

II No. 2802527F, Rank -
SepoyName -Dalvi
RavindeaSanjay,
Resident atVill &PO-
Bagani Tal -Walwa, Dist -
Sangli (MH) 416302
Declare that inmyArmy
recordmySonname is
wronglywrittenas
Dakshwhereas correct
name isDalvi Daksh
RavindraAnddaughter
name isKiranwheres
correctt name isDalvi
KiranRavindraasper
affidavit no. 553/2025 at
Sangli.

0090373205-6

II Rekha,wife of
No.4568152F, Rank -
Sepoy,Name -Yadav
Shashikant Bajrang,
Resident atVill -
Ahilyanagar&PO-
Madhavnagar Tal -Miraj
Dist -Sangli (MH) 416406,
have changedmyname
fromRekha to Rekha
Shashikant Yadavasper
affidavit no. 551/2025 at
Sangli.

0090373205-2

II Shushmawife of JC-
752793PEx-NbSub
BhosaleGanpatAnna
havechangedmyname
fromShushma to
SushmaGanpat Bhosale
videAffidavit 311975 of
19/03/2025

0040780692-1

I Shashi Kala,wife of
No.6373307X, Rank -
NK/TS, Name -Jadhave
Vilas Jotiram, Resident at
Vill &PO-Dahiwadi Tal -
Tasgaon, Dist -Sangli
(MH) 416311, have
changedmyname from
Shashi Kala to
ShashikalaVilas Jadhav
asper affidavit no.
552/2025 at Sangli.

0090373205-3

II Sulochana,wife of
No.2775709H, Rank -Hav,
Name -Patil Bhagwan
Anandrao, Resident at
Vill &PO-Kawadenagar
NewSangavi Tal -Haveli,
Dist -Pune (MH) 411027,
have changedmyname
fromSulochana to
SulochanaBhagavan
Patil as per affidavit no.
66/2025 at Pune.

0090373205-5

II Vaishaliwife ofNo-
1586783KEx-HavSakure
PramodRajaram
residingatDighigaon,
Punehavechangedmy
name fromVaishali to
Vaishali PramodSakure
videAffidavit 312406 of
19/03/2025

0040780693-1

II VijaykumarDigambar
PeshaveR/o,, 5 A,
ShreyasApartment, DP
RoadKothrudPune
411038, have changed
myoldname
VijaykumarDigambar
Peshave ( asper Birth
Certificate ) to new
nameVijayDigambar
Peshaveasper
document.

0090373200-1

II amchangingmyname
fromNOORMOHAMED
ESMAILMOMEN’ to
NOORMOHAMMED
ISMAILMOMEN for
passport issuance.

0070957765-1

II have changemyold
namePratiksha vishwas
nanaware tonewname
Pratiksha suyash raskar
asper document.

0070957780-1

II have changemyold
namesanjanababan
borhade tonewname
Nandasureshbodakeas
per document.

0070957789-1

II have changedmyold
nameShamshadabi
BanduNadaf to
Shamshadbi Dawal
Nadaf byaffidavit no-
440/2025.

0090373210-1

II have changedmyold
name fromRaziyaAbdul
Rashid Shaikh toRaziya
Rashid Shaikhby
affidavit no-441/2025.

0090373210-2

IImitthu chaburao
bansodehave changed
myson,s name.Old
name jaymithu New
name Jaymitthu
bansodeasper affidavit.
A5456/2024date
08/12/24

0090373198-1

II,, ArmyNo. 15381562A
Rank: EXHAV, Pawar
VijayRajaram,V/PO-
Tambave, TAL. Karad,
DIST. Satara- 415114
have changedmyson’s
name fromAryanPawar
toPawarAryanVijay
videaffidavit no-
579/2025Dt.- 21/03/2025

0090373204-16

II Vandanawife ofNo-
4078547NEx-Sep
GaikwadAnil Jangu
residingat Kolawadi,
Punehave changedmy
name fromVandana to
VandanaAnil Gaikwad
videAffidavit 312407 of
19/03/2025

0040780694-1

I HaveChangedMyName
From Harshal
Machchhindra Dhore To
Harshal Machindra
Dhore AsPerAffidavit No
B-509/2025

0090373213-1

II,, ArmyNo. 15381562A
Rank: EXHAV, Pawar
VijayRajaram,V/PO-
Tambave, TAL. Karad,
DIST. Satara- 415114
have changedmyson’s
name fromHimanshu
VijayPawar toPawar
HimanshuVijay vide
affidavit no- 579/2025
Dt.- 21/03/2025

0090373204-15

II,, Ashatai, spouseofNo.
JC-458344XRank: EX
SUB/HONYLT, Yadav
AkaramBapu, V/PO-
Dervan, TAL. Patan, DIST.
Satara- 415520 have
changedmyname from
Ashatai toAshatai
AkaramYadavVide
Affidavit No- 570/2025
DT- 20/03/2025

0090373204-9

II,, Dwarika Spouseof
JC145333N, ExNbSub,
KrishnaraoMahadik,
Vill- NinamPo-Padali,
Tal &Dist Satara- 415004
have changedmyname
fromDwarika toDwarka
KrishnaraoMahadik
videaffidavit no:
568/2025Date:
20/03/2025.

0090373204-5

II,, Indhutai Spouseof
14922428, Ex Sep, Late
Pawar Sambhaji Vishnu,
V/Po- Saspade, Tal&Dist
Satara- 415519 have
changedmyname from
Indhutai to Indutai
Sambhaji Pawar vide
affidavit no: 576/2025
Date: 20/03/2025.

0090373204-6

II,, Laxmibai, spouseofNo.
2749587MRank: EXSEP,
Late Shripati Gaikwad,
V/PO- PachhimSupane,
TAL. Karad, DIST. Satara-
415114 have changedmy
name fromLaxmibai to
Laxmibai Shripati
Gaikwadaffidavit no-
566/2025dt.- 20/03/2025

0090373204-7

II,, Lila, Spouseof
13607821P, ExNk,
JambhaleMaruti
Khashaba, V/Po- Bhose,
Tal KoregaonDist.
Satara- 415501 have
changedmyname from
Lila to LilaMaruti
Jambhale videaffidavit
no: 565/2025Dt:
20/03/2025.

0090373204-4

II,,Madhuri,wife ofNo.
14446568F Ex L/NK (Late)
Kokitkar Bhimsen
Shankar, Resident at
Vill- Umbarwadi, PO-
Mahagaon, Tal-
Gadhinglaj, Dist-
Kolhapur (MH) 416503,
declare thatmyname
changed fromMadhuri
toMadhuri Bhimsen
Kokitkar asper affidavit
no. 175/2025 at
Gadhinglaj.

0090373201-1

II,,Manubai, spouseofNo.
6364251PRank: EXNK,
LateRamchandra
Madne, V/PO-Visapur,
TAL. Khatav, DIST.
Satara- 4415502 have
changedmyname from
Manubai toManubai
RamchandraMadane
affidavit no- 567/2025
dt.- 20/03/2025

0090373204-8

II,,Mrs ‘SUNITA’ spouseof
No 2787696HRank -
HavildarName –Karale
RamchandraGurappa
(Retd) resident ofVill &
Post –Anjani, Tehsil -
Tasgaon, Distt - Sangli
416311 (MH), declared
that I have changedmy
Name`SUNITA’ to
“SUNITARAMCHANDRA
KARALE”&DOB
01/06/1974 to
01/06/1974 videAffidavit
No
2453143031268500540354
date 15/03/2025before
TEHSILDAR, Tasgaon.
(Notary)MH.

0090373211-1

II RekhaDolaswife of JC-
760990MSub
Maj/H/CaptDolasRavi
Kumar Shanti Kumar
have changedmyname
fromRekhaDolas to
RekhaRavikumarDolas
videAffidavit 312409 of
19/03/2025

0040780691-1

II,, NavyNo. 131154BRank:
EXPO, Phalke Shrikant
Yashawant, V/PO-
SataraRoad (Padali),
TAL. Koregaon, DIST.
Satara- 415010 have
changedmydaughter’s
name fromSphurti S
Phalke to Sphurti
Shrikant Phalke vide
affidavit no- 13441Dt.-
13/03/2025

0090373204-10

II,, NilamSPhalke, spouse
ofNo. 131154BRank: EX
PO, Phalke Shrikant
Yashawant, V/PO-
SataraRoad (Padali),
TAL. Koregaon, DIST.
Satara- 415010 have
changedmyname from
NilamSPhalke toNilam
Shrikant Phalkeaffidavit
no- 472/2025dt-
12/03/2025

0090373204-11

II,, Pramila, Spouseof
1192935, Ex Sep,
MahadeoMohite, V/Po-
Wakhari, Tal. Phaltan
Dist. Satara- 415523have
changedmyname from
Pramila toPramila
MahadevMohite vide
affidavit no: 564/2025Dt:
20/03/2025.

0090373204-1

II,, Ranjana, Spouseof
13974409M, ExNk(Ts),
DhondawadAnanda
Baburao, V/Po-
Gajawadi, Tal&Dist
Satara- 415013 have
changedmyname from
Ranjana toRanjana
AnandaDhondawad
videaffidavit no:
577/2025Dt: 21/03/2025.

0090373204-13

II,, Shobha, spouseofNo.
14327616MRank: EXNK
(TS)Dattatray Eknath
Jamadade, V/PO- Limb,
TAL.&DIST. Satara-
415015 have changedmy
name fromShobha to
ShobhaDattatray
Jamdadevideaffidavit
no- 569/2025Dt.-
20/03/2025

0090373204-12

II,, Smt ‘KUMARI
KANCHAN’ Spouseof
Late SHINDEMOHAN
SHAMRAONo. 1552331
RANK - SEPOYName–
SHINDEMOHAN
SHAMRAO (RETD)
Resident of VILL&POST
–GHATNANDRE, Tehsil–
KAVATHEMAHANKAL,
DISTT - SANGLI (MH),
Declared that I have
changedmyname
`KUMARIKANCHAN’ to
“KANCHANMOHAN
SHINDE”&DOB
31/12/1968 To
01/01/1966Vide
affidavit no.
2453143031268500365821
Date 19/03/2025Before
Tehsildar, Tasgaon.
(Notary)MH.

0090373215-1

II,, Subhura, Spouseof
1563908K, Ex Sep,
Sampat Shinde, V/Po-
Antavadi, Tal. karadDist.
Satara- 415106have
changedmyname from
Subhura to Subhadra
Sampat Shindevide
affidavit no: 499/2025Dt:
17/03/2025.

0090373204-14

I, No. 14821763F ExNK
ACP-I Chikhalkar
Jayavant Bhairu,
Resident atVill &PO-
Channekuppi, Teh-
Gadhinglaj, Dist-
Kolhapur (MH) 416502,
declare thatmyson’s
namechanged from
ParthChikhalkar to
Chikhalkar Parth
Jayawant asper affidavit
no. 177/2025 at
Gadhinglaj.

0090373201-2

II,, Sunita Jangam, spouse
ofNo. 14566014YRank:
EXHAV, JangamVishnu
Keshav, VILL- Subhash
Nagar, PO-Koregaon,
TAL. Koregaon, DIST.
Satara- 415501have
changedmyname from
Sunita JangamtoSunita
Vishnu Jangamvide
Affidavit No- 386/2025dt
.- 05/03/2025

0090373204-3

MMyyoldNameDevesh
Mishra changed toNew
NameasDeveshKumar
Mishraasper relevant
documents

0090373196-4

MMyyoldNameSATISH
BHUJANGHAKEchanged
toNewNameasSATISH
BHUJANGRAOHAKEas
per relevant documents

0090373206-1

MMyyoldname SOMNATH
BABURAO GAWADE new
name SOMNATH
BABURAO GAVADE- A. P.
1793 NO -DATE 17 /03 /
2025

0090373199-1

MMyyoldnameAkansha
OmkarChandere
Changed tonewname
as AakanshaNavanath
Jambhulkar asper
relevantDocuments

0090373206-2

MMyyoldname Jeenal
RajeshBantiya changed
tonewname as Jinal
PradeepSolanki asper
relevant documents

0090373196-2

MMyyoldnameSUNIL
KUMARHIRALAL
SARAWAGIChanged to
newnameSUNIL
HIRALALSARAWAGI as
per relevant documents

0090373196-3

MMyyoldnameVRINDA
SANJAYNAMBOODIRI
hasbeenchanged to
VRINDASANJAY asper
affidavit No.31/2025
dated 20/03/2025

0090373208-1

MMyyoldnameYogeshwar
Shivaji Suryavanshi
changed tonewnameas
Yogeshwar Shivajirao
Suryavanshi asper
relevant documents

0090373196-1

MMyyoldnamewasAgens
RichardMakasare
changed tonewname
AgnesRichard
Makasareasper
relevant documents.

0090373202-2

MMyyoldnamewas
Aloysius Jenulfo
Mendonca changed to
newnameAloysius
Mendoncaasper
relevant documents

0090373202-1

mmyyoldname soni
parveenmohdmustafa
shaikh changed tonew
namesoni anish kumar
asper relevant
documents

0090373206-4

mmyyoldnameajay
gajanraonawankar
changed tonewname
ajaygajanannawankar
asper relevant
documents

0090373206-3

I have changedmyname
fromHarnil Kapilchandra
Pandya To Harnilkumar
Kapilchandra Pandya as
per documents.

0090373217-2

I, NehaGupta, residing atA-
1101YinYangSociety
Vithal Nagar Kharadi Pune,
changedmydaughter’s
name fromPrishaRanjan
to PreetikaGupta born on
15-12-2012 vide affidavit
dated 17-7-2015 at Pune

0050263217-1

KKuullkkaarrnniiMMaattrriimmoonniiaall
SSeerrvviicceess FFoorrCCAA,,MMBBAA,,
DDooccttoorrss,, EEnnggiinneeeerrss,,
BBuussiinneessssmmeenn,, GGoovvtt
SSeerrvvaannttss,, BBaannkkeerrss,, NNRRII,,
DDiivvoorrcceeee,, EElliitteePPrrooffiilleess
AAvvaaiillaabbllee.. `̀PPaavviittrraavviivvaahh’’
99889922662255660066// 88445500991144883355..

0070934850-7

MARRIAGE BUREAU

MATRIMONIAL

IndianClassicalMusic,
LightMusic, Violin,
Harmonium, Flute and
Tabla are taught here.
FromAbhinavSangeet
Vidyamandir Contact:
9405034772 and
9921102151.

0090373140-1

MUSIC CLASSES

EDUCATION

Vencobb today’s ex-farm
gatebigbirdsprice at
PuneRs.84 per kg.
Contact (9522)22872417,
Pune (9520) 24269414.

0090361951-1

PPuunneeBroilers Traders’
AssociationRateOn
22.03.2025 For LiveBig
BirdsRs.118 Live
Tandoori BirdsRs.122
MominPoultry (Asif
Momin) 26336349/
7798626754.

0090366292-1

NNEECCCCsuggested farm -
gateprice for 100 eggs
on 22.03.2025 inPune
without tray is Rs.465
(FourHundredSixty Five
Only) andPhone:NECC:
24270724, 9970662588,
Dealer: 9130089779,
24455130.

0090361955-1

PPiimmpprrii ChinchwadBroiler
TradersAssociationRate
On22.03.2025 For Live
BigBirdsRs.119, Live
Small Birds Rs.122
GawranRs.205. AL-
Taqdeer Food’s(Siraj
Shaikh) 9860025625.

0090364404-1

AAUUNNDDHH--
SSuuyyooggEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
C/oSandeepBookStall,
SwajasComplex, Parihar
Chowk,Aundhgaon,
Pune-7.Mob. 9422011181.
CChhoorrddiiaa
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,
ArshadAjit Chordia.
17/18, AundhGaon, opp.
laneofCosmosBank,
Aundh, Pune-7. Tel:
25886118, 9960111123.
SShhrraaddddhhaaAAddss,,
Mrs.UjwalaKotbagi, 'A'
wing, Vastu-sunder,
NearKumarClassic,
Pune-7. Tel. 9371055799.
SSaannAAddss,,
Anurag, PlotNo. 10, near
KobeSilzler Cave,
Aundh-411007. Tel:
25881302/3/4.
AAPPPPAABBAALLWWAANNTTCCHHOOWWKK
--
MM//ssVV.. VV..MMeeddhhii,,
VarunMedhi, 153,
BudhwarPeth, Near
Jogeshwari Temple,Opp.
Ganraj Books, Above
DTDCCourier, 2nd floor,
Pune-2. Ph. No.
9028967505, 8793647505,
(020) 24492149.
BBIIBBVVEEWWAADDII --
AAddSSeerrvviicceess,,
AmolNalawade,
Sr. No.659/28, Rajiv
GandhiNagar, Upper
Last BusStop,
Bibvewadi, Pune-17.
Mobile 9420729914,
9021851460
AAkkaasshhAAddvvttgg,,
C. S. Sawar, 645/1, Shop
No.4, RasakarCampus,
BibawewadiMainRoad,
Bibawewadi, Pune-37.
Tel: 9922221261.
GGaanneesshhAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. VijayDeshmukh,
S.no. 672/2a /2b, Ganesh
Complex, ShopNo.3,
Bibvewadi, Pune-37.
Ph.no. 24219660,
9822841930.
BBAAJJIIRRAAOORROOAADD --
SSrrii GGaanneesshhAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
R. Nirmala, R. Ravi,
'Remedy', 1929, Bajirao
Road,Opp. Telephone
Bhavan, Pune-30. Ph. No.
25232762, 9922220985.
BBAANNDDGGAARRDDEENNRRDD --
AAppeexxAAddvvttgg,,
Mapadan Firlosh,Office
No26-6-7-8, AshokaMall,
Opp. Sun&SandHotel,
BandgardenRd, Pune.
Ph. No. 8975758860.
BBHHAAWWAANNII PPEETTHH --
GGlloobbeeEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
TanveerRehmanShaikh,
718, Bhawani Peth,
PoonaCollegeRoad,
Pune-1.
M. 9890073883.
BBHHOOSSAARRII --
SSaammvvaaddAAddss..,
NearGawli uilding,
PuneNashikHighway,

Bhosari, Pune 411039.
CCHHIINNCCHHWWAADD --
IImmppeexxAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. AshfaqueA. Shaikh,
C-25,MIDCComml.
BuildingNo.1, Nr I.B.M.R.
College, hinchwad,
Pune-411019. Ph. no.
27470282/ 9822792583.
MMaayyuurreesshhwwaarr
EEnntteerrpprriissee,,
LatishBalkawade,
ChaphekarChowk,
Chinchwadgaon, Pune.
Ph.no. 9422082164.
RRaakkaaAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mrs. Vimal Bafna, Raka
Chambers, Bombay-
PuneRoad, Chinchwad
Station, Pune-19. Ph. no.
27475055/ 27472250.
CCAAMMPP --
AAdd IInnddiiaa,,
OfficeNo. 102, 1st Floor,
SterlingCentre,Opp.
Hotel AuroraTowers,
M.G. Road, Pune-1. Ph.
No. 26131993, 26135659,
Mo: 9422083670.
HHiinndduussttaannAAddvveerrttiissiinngg
AAggeennccyy,,
Mr. HirooSurtani, 7,
Gitanjali Kunj,
Opp. NehruMemorial
Hall, AmbedkarRoad,
Pune-1. Ph. No. 26138113,
26133510, Fax: 26131487.
MMeeeennaattAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
MukundSaigaonkar,
827/7, DasturMeher
Road, Camp, Pune-1.
Tel. 26130542.
DDAAPPOODDII--
VVaannttaaggeeAAddvveerrttiissiinngg&&
MMkkttgg..,,
A-17, 'C' Building,
3rd Floor, Kate
Residency,
NearDapodi Railway
Station, Dapodi,
Pune-411 012. Ph.no.
27143243/ 9822847256/
9822132500.
DDEECCCCAANN --
PPrraajjaakkttaaAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. Sudhanva Jadhav,
Greetwel, 1250Deccan
Gymkhana, F. C. Road,
Pune-4. Ph.no. 25531409,
66014132.
DDEEHHUURROOAADD --
MMuunnddaakkaall EEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
Mr. Roji Samuel Raju, 6
UniqueHousingSociety,
Near Telephone
ExchangeDehuRoad,
Pune-1.M. 9422519264.
FFCCRROOAADD --
DDhhaannddhhaanniiaaAAggeenncciieess,,
Mr. Ravi Dhandhania, 1st
Floor, SrinathPlaza,
DnyaneshwarPaduka
Chowk, F. C. Road,
Pune-5. Ph.no. 25521699/
25537933.
KKoonnaarrkkMMeeddiiaaSSoolluuttiioonn
PPvvtt LLttdd..,,
Flat No.6, First Floor,
PrabhaTaraAppt.,
BehindHotel Vaishali,
F.C. Road, Shivajinagar,

Pune-4. Ph. No.32606012,
Telefax: 2553 7013,
Mobile: 9823142410.
MMeeeerraaPPuubblliicciittyy,,
1st floor, 10, Oswal Park,
Opp. Rachana Lodge,
behindSafari Hotel,
nr S.T.Stand,
Shivajinagar,
Pune-05. Ph. 9421017457.
FFAATTIIMMAANNAAGGAARR --
AArroorraaEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
RajeshArora,OfficeNo.
63, Building I, Phase-III,
Parmarnagar,
Wanowrie, Pune 411013.
Tel/fax: 020-26860834.
GGUURRUUWWAARRPPEETTHH
TT..VV..SS.. EEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
460, GuruwarPeth, Sant
GanganathMaharaj
Road, Kachi Lane, Pune-
411042. Ph. 020-
24456297,Mob.
8975110325, 9421815428.
GGHHOORRPPAADDII --
KKaannyyaa IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall,,
A-18 SuchandraCorner,
B.T. KawadeRoad,
Ghorpadi, Pune 411001.
Ph. 9422086762,
9921177816
GGUULLTTEEKKDDII --
XXeebbeeccCCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss
PPvvtt LLttdd..,,
SantoshHeights,
J. N.Marg, Gultekadi,
S. No. 20. Pune-411037.
Tel: 26446856,
9766509029.
HHAADDAAPPSSAARR--
PPlluussMMeeddiiaa,,
FlatNo. 22, Tulasi
Complex, Opp.
Ravidarshan,
NearKalyanBank,
Gadital, Hadapsar,
Pune-28.M. 9762547254.
PPoooojjaa EEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
F-96,MantriMarket,
Hadapsar, Pune.
Mobile: 9011036125,
9890635425.
JJ..MM..RROOAADD --
FFaaiirr&&FFaassttAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
1170/05, Kartik
Chambers,ModelHigh
School Corner, Near
Bhosale BhuyariMarg,
Pune-411005. Ph. No.
25511054, 25512719.M:
9881987777/ 9422502650.
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PLAYING TODAY
KKR Ĵę RCB, Eden GaĔdenę, ĝ:ħľ pmĜ
■ LiĴe on JioSĥaĔ and SĥaĔ SpoĔĥę neĥĵoĔk.

RAIN OR RUNSĄ
Darkclouds loomintheskĀas theplaĀers trainontheeveof theopeningmatchof the2Ć25IPL,betweenKolkataKnightRidersandRoĀalChallengersBengaluru,at theEdenGardens. ParthaPaul

How does the broadcaster keep
viewers glued to the screens

Frombackgroundstorālines tohāpingupturningpoints tostrategicallākeepingpackagesreadā fordead
matches, theofficialbroadcastersarearmedwithmanātricksso that IPLpervadesall senses

SANDEEPDWIVEDI
NEWDELHI,MARCHūě

BACKIN2ć14,lateoneevening,whilewatch-
ing a one-sided IPL gameon television, sea-
sonedbroadcaster,andpresentCEO(Sports)
at Jiostar,SanjogGuptamadeasnapdecision
thathehas stoodbā till date. Itwas thevisu-
alsofthecrowdleavingthestadium,captured
dutifullā bā his camera person, that had got
himthinking.

Thoseinthebusinessofkeepingfansglued
totheseatsatthevenue,orsofasintheliving
room, can’t afford to advertise the fading in-
terestinthegame.Thatdaātheone-timestan-
dard ‘dead match’ self-defeating frame
breathedits last.

“That'sthefirstthingIshutdown.There's
ablanketruleonourbroadcasts:āouwillnot
showafanleavingthestadium.Wedon'twant
anāoneleavingthebroadcast,”saāsSanjog,a
daābeforeIPLturns18.Theofficialbroadcaster
JioStarwantstomaĀimiąetheirviewershipto
cover the close to Rs 5ć,ććć crore theā paid
forthefive-āear IPLbroadcastingdeal.

In thesemedia-rich times of endless op-
tions it is not easā to earn the undivided at-
tentionof cricket fans.However, there is po-
tential,sinceunliketheinternationalcontests,
in IPL as Sanjog puts it “Indianswin everā
night”. If notRohit, it’s Virat. If notDhoni, it’s
Shreāas.IfnotSanju,it’sKL.IfnotAĀar,it’sPant.

Butstilltherearechallenges.Appsonmo-
bile screen screaming for attention, even
cricketjunkieshavefingersthatitchtopress
theremotecontrolbutton.Serials,shopping
andsleepvsCricket– it isneveraone-sided
battle.

Sanjog has beenpart of the dog-eat-dog
worldof sportsbroadcasting longenough to
know it. He talks about the pains he andhis
teamtakesothat‘noonemovesorgivesup’on
the game. He uses an interesting phrase to
make his point. He jokes he has a copāright
for it.

“Ourobjective is tomaĀimiąevieweren-
gagement bā creating "micro-moments of
awesomeness"… Yeah, it's Sanjog Gupta
copārightbutnowwidelāfollowedacrossthe
JioStarbroadcasts,”hechucklesbeforegetting
brass-tacks.

Theconstantsearchfor‘awesomeness’is-
n’tjustaboutthewaitforanaudaciousstroke,
a dreamball or a jaw-dropping catch to un-
fold.ItcouldevenbeRohit’sendearing‘tapori’
chatwithhismatescaughtbāthestumpmic.
OrSunilGavaskar’seĀpressionoforganicdis-
appointment,the‘stupid,stupid,stupid’com-
ment during Border Gavaskar Trophā that
went on to inspire copāwriters in an adver-
tisingcompanāwithatravelappaccount. It’s
nolongeraboutjustcapturingtheeāe-ball,it’s
about arresting themind, not allowing it to
thinkbeāondwhat'shereonthetellā.

‘EventifĀing everĀ occasion’
Sanjogsaās that theāare in the“business

of eventifāing everā occasion”. Bā that he
means everā ball, each over and the games.
FormostTVnetworks, sports, readcricket, is
thebreadandbutter.AsforIPL,itisn’taloaf,it
is sliced bread. One game is divided into 2ć

overs,12ćballs–eachoccasioncomeswitha
tantaliąing ‘…tobecontinued’ teaser.

Thisneedsseriouspre-eventplanning.Itis
a fascinatingprocess that combinesarts, sci-
ence and commerce—psāchologā,mathe-
maticsandeconomics.Sanjoggivesabehind-
the-scenes tour of the IPL
coverage.“Theproducerand
directorarethecustodiansof
visual andaudio storātelling
for thematch…Youneed a
miĀ between 'micro mo-
mentsof awesomeness' and
enrichedstorātellingthaten-
gages viewers,” saās the
JioStarCEO.

It all startswith the net-
work's research team com-
pilingadocumentof3ć-odd
pages that has keā statistics
ofplaāers,possiblenarratives,
detailsaboutthestadiumand
pitch. It alsomentions the
stage of the tournament,
match-up of rivals and club
historāof cricketers.

Armedwiththeabridged
versionofthisresearchdocu-
ment, the commentators get slots. “The ros-
ter isdesignedtoget thebalanceright.There
arethosecommentatorswhodeliverquotable
quotes, theā are pairedwith someonewho

can fashion the storālinewell. This is whā
there isalwaāsastorāteller,or "caller," in the
commentarāboĀandeĀpertswhoaddeither
colororeĀpertise,”saāsSanjog.

Sidhu-Sehwag tag team
For the 2ć25 season,

JioStar has signed up the
charminglāsoft-spokenKiwi
KaneWilliamson. There are
also plans to pair motor-
mouthNavjotSidhuandone-
liner eĀpert Virender
Sehwag.It’sarecipeforapar-
allel storāline running the
commentarāboĀ.

Then comes the plan to
firethefirstsalvo,thepursuit
to get the viewers at ‘hello’.
That again is a tough task.
Broadcastersbelievethatfans
take their time to settle in
front of television. There’s
popcorn to be heated, beers
to be cooled and friends to
call.Sohowdoāougetthefan
in the kitchen to rush to the
couchatRaviShastri's'Ladies

andGentlemen'shoutout?
Over to Sanjog. “Saā someone like Trent

Boult (New Zealand andMumbai Indian
pacer) isplaāing.Hegetswickets in the first

over. Sovisuals of himgettingearlāwickets
are rolled out from the second or third ball
of his first over. Clips of his past dismissals,
Hawkeāe trajectorā… all pre-produced.
Similarlā,wewillpromoteAbhishekSharma
andTravisHead(SRHbig-hitters)asanopen-
ing pair that demands attention from ball
one because theā're aggressive from the
start,”hesaās.

Building a sense of anticipation goes a
longwaāinfansstaāingtuned.Soincasedur-
ing theMI vs RCB game, Jasprit Bumrahhas
finishedhisinitialburstandKohliisstillatthe
crease, the producer reaches out of the
archival footage. Soon on screenwill be a
āoungBumrahoverthemoonaftertakinghis
first IPL wicket – the legend of the game
beaten bā the bowlerwith unusual action.
“KāaBumrahisbaarKingKohlikooutkarsak-
enge?” – the commentator is background
soundingliketheeerilācreakingdoorfroma
suspensemovie.

Butwhat about the gameswithnohope
in hell to generate 'edge of seat' eĀcitement.
Thebroadcastersarepreparedfor thateven-
tualitātoo.Itisforsuchdaās,the'DeadMatch'
packages are compiledwell in advance. "If a
matchisdead,like1ććrequiredin3overs,we
shift theconversationtosomethinginterest-
ingtoviewers,unrelatedtothematchresult.
Itcouldbeaboutthebestcatchestakeninthe
tournament,"saāsSanjog.

In regular games, themore time-tested
waā to keep the viewers tied to the game is
whatbroadcasters call “theelementsof pre-
scriptionandpredictionincommentarā”.One
isaboutassuringthe fans thatall’snot lost in
aseeminglā‘finished’gameandotherisabout
awell-eĀperienced pundit sharing an edu-
catedguess about theoutcomeof thegame.
This isanothercaseof thebroadcaster trāing
togetintothefan'smind,pointingtothesliver
of light insidethedarktunnel.

Sanjogsharesananecdote fromthe2ć15
WorldCuptoeĀplainthis.“ItisfromtheIndia
vsAustraliasemi-finalwelost.Indialostthree
quickwickets andwas chasing 3ćć-plus. It
looked like thegamewasover.Dhoni comes
out to bat, andweput out a statistics: In 21
matches, Dhoni remained unbeaten, India
hadn't lost. Despite the situation, this gave
hope,”hesaid.

Dhonididgivehope,tillhefinallāgotrun-
out. In IPL, these daās, evenwhen Chennai
SuperKingshavenochancetowin,televisions
don't get switchedoff aroundthecountrāor
the crowddon't head for the stadiumgates.
Withhimall set towalk intothesunset, theā
wanttosavoureverāmoment.

Post-game strategĀ
The broadcasters are too smart to have

missedthistrend.Post-game,Dhoni's'on-field
post-match tutorials' to the āounghave be-
come a regular feature of IPL coverage.
Sanjog'sproducersstilldon'tshowfansleav-
ing, theā know that the 'micromoments of
awesomeness'canunfoldevenafterthegame
hasendedandawardsaredistributed. Dhoni
impartingwisdomtotheneĀtgenerationtoo
isanevent.

InIPL, ifbroadcastershavetheirwaā,āou
can'tcheckoutanātimeorleavethestadium.

SAYAKDUTTA
KOLKATA,MARCHūě

WHILE PREPARATIONS are on in full swing
for the IPL opener as well as the glittering
opening ceremonā, theweather in Kolkata
might have other ideas. On Fridaā, practice
sessionshad tobecut shortdue to rain. The
Meteorological Department predicted that
thunderstormsandrainarelikelāinpartsof
WestBengaltillSaturdaāowingtofavourable
windpatternsandstrongmoistureincursion
fromtheBaāof Bengal.

At the time of thematch, the rain threat
lessens but still reads at 6% probabilitā of
thundershowers at nightwhichmight lead
toashortenedmatch.

Kolkata’s leadership transition
Evenafterretaininga

majoritā of the plaāers
from their third trophā-
winningseason,KKRare
firmlā in transitionwith
huge changes in leader-
shippositions.
AjinkĀaRahanehas

replaced Shreāas Iāer in
thecaptaincāhot seatwhilementorGautam
GambhirtookuptheIndiaheadcoachposition
andwas replacedbā former Chennai Super
Kings iconDwaāneBravo. Coupledwith the
lossofPhilSaltandMitchellStarc,theKolkata-
basedfranchisewill looktosidesteptheirten-
dencāofslumpingafterwinningatitle.

Theāwon the trophā in 2ć12 and 2ć14;
theāfinished7thin2ć13and5thin2ć15.

Even though his previous captaincā
record isnothingtowritehomeabout,with
theMumbai plaāer captaining 25matches
in thestar-studded leagueandwinning just
9, with Rahane as their skipper, Kolkata
might just have the eĀperienced hand it
needs tokeeptheshiponcourse.

Thebatterhashadatremendousdomes-
tic season in 2ć24, leadingMumbai to the
IraniCupandSāedMushtaqAliTrophātitles.
In the SMAT T2ćs, he even topped the bat-
tingcharts,smashing469runsin8inningsat
an average of 58.62 and a strike rate of
164.56. With Bravo, KKR have roped in a
plaāerwhohasahabitofwinning.TheWest
Indian all-rounder haswon 17 franchise ti-
tles, including the IPL with Chennai Super
Kings asbothplaāer andcoach. If he can in-
jectthat‘winningmentalitā’ intothecurrent
cropofKnights,thefranchisewillbelooking
ataglorious future.

ChakravarthĀ, a vital cog
The Knights have lost Starc to the Delhi

Capitals in theauctionswhichhas left them
wanting inthepacers’departmentwiththe
ageing Anrich Nortje, Harshit Rana and
Spencer Johnson leading the lines. But the
Purple and Gold franchise’s real bowling
strengthcomesintheformofthedeadlāduo
ofVarunChakravarthāandSunilNarine,who
plaāedahugepartinsecuringthefranchise’s
3rd title lastāear.

Chakravarthā,whowasavitalcoginIndia’s
recentvictoriousChampionsTrophātriumph,
was the second-highestwicket-taker in last
āear’s IPLwith21scalpswhile theeconomi-
calNarine stifled the opposition batters and
took17wicketsin14inningsataneconomāof
6.69,averagingjust21.64.WithIPLintroduc-
ingthenewrulewhereateamhastheoption
ofusingasecondballafterthe11thoverwith
the umpire’s permission in case dewplaās
spoilsport,eĀpectKKR’sspincombotobetheir
most lethalweapon.

Can Salt deliver?
RCBmadesomeshrewdbuāsinthemega

auctions securing big names like Salt, who
theāboughtforRs11.5croreaftertheEnglish
batterwasn’t retainedbātheKKRfranchise,
aswellasforkingoutRs12.5croreforAussie
pacer JoshHaąlewood.

To add to their batting power of Virat
KohliandSalt, theāalsorecruitedbighitters
likeLiamLivingstoneandTimDavidwhowill
help themshoreup theirmiddle and lower
order. The franchise also braces itself for a
change in leadership. New captain in Rajat
Patidar is relativelā ineĀperienced ina lead-
ership role, but hewill have the comfort of
relāing on the advice of plaāers like Kohli,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Haąlewood, Salt and
KrunalPandāa.

BEFORETHEGAME:Researchteam
compilesadocumentofkeĀstatistics,
possiblenarratives,detailsabout the
stadiumandpitch,match-upsof rivals
andclubhistorĀof cricketers.

BEFOREFIRSTBALL:Togetviewersto
settledowninfrontof theTV,
broadcastersbuildanticipation.For
example, if TrentBoult,aknown
wicket-taker inthefirstover, is
plaĀing,clipsofhispastdismissalsare
shown.PromosofbighittersAbhishek
SharmaandTravisHeadareonair
beforethestartofanSRHmatch.

MID-MATCH:Forexample if it isa
matchbetweenMumbai Indiansand

RoĀalChallengersBengaluru,once
JaspritBumrahfinisheshis first spell
andifViratKohli is stillbatting, the
producerpullsoutarchival footageof
aĀoungBumrahtakinghis first IPL
wicket—KohlibeatenbĀthebowler
withtheunusualaction.

POSTMATCH:AfteraCSKgame,MS
Dhoni's ‘on-fieldpost-matchtutorials’
for theĀoungstershavebecomea
regular featureof IPLcoverage.

DEAD-GAMESCENARIO: 'Dead
Match'packagesarecompiledwell in
advance, like theclipsof thebest
catches takeninthetournament.

ENS

BEFORE THE TOSS TOAFTER THE LAST BALL
Broadcasters do their homework and are on the ball to ensure
viewership doesn't drop during the course of an IPLmatch

OVER TOMOTU-PATLU
Fromtheirfictionaltownof
Furfurinagar,thecartooncharacters
MotuandPatluwillbetravellingto
theIPLcommentarĀboxthisseason.
Alsoamongthenewsigningsforthe
seasonareformerstars,Kane
WilliamsonandIndia'sdashing
openerShikharDhawan.

Theanimated3Dfiguresof the
kurta-wearingbalddesicomicswill
beinteractingwithrealcricketers
duringthelivecoverageof thegame
tocatertotheĀoungerfans.“We
noticedmanĀkidswatchwiththeir
families,sowe'recreating
programmingandlivefeeds
appealingtokids,”saĀsSanjog
Gupta,CEO(Sports)atJioStar.

Whatcouldbeahitpairof the
seasonwouldbetheNavjotSingh
SidhuandVirenderSehwag
combinationthat JioStar is
planningtounleashonthefans.

■ ■ ■

CUSTOMISED COVERAGE
EverwonderedwhĀthe IPLvisuals
foreachregionacross thecountrĀ
aredifferent?That’sbecausethe
broadcastersbelieve in
customiĄation.So incaseRCBis
plaĀingCSK, those inChennai
mighthaveDhonionscreenandit
willbeKohli inBangalore.As for
therestof thecountrĀ, theĀmight
beseeingfansscreaming intothe
camerasat thatverĀmoment.

“OnTV,wefocusonHindi,
English,andSouthern languages:
Tamil,Telugu,Kannada.Two-
thirdsof theviewership is inHindi,
25percentTamil,Kannada,and
TeluguandEnglish is7percent,”
SanjogsaĀs. InacountrĀof1.4
billionthesearebignumbers
worth investing in.Production,
commentators, languageand
narrative tooaredifferent. If Āou
watchCSKinChennai thecameras
wouldfocusmoreonplaĀers in
Āellow.Though,Kohli canneverbe
airbrushedfromanĀcoverage.

■ ■ ■

GENGOLD, GENBOLD
WiththestalwartsgraduallĀ
movingtowardstheexitgate,
there isaneedtogivetheĀounger
starsmorescreentime.This is the
thoughtbehindJioStar’sGenGold
andGenBoldtheme.“GenGold
referencesDhoni,Kohli, andRohit,
whoare intheir sunsetĀears,and
there'sadesire toseethemdowell
becauseof the joĀtheĀ'vebrought.
GenBoldrepresentsplaĀers like
Hardik,Rishabh,ShubmanGill,
andKLRahul,whoplaĀdifferentlĀ,
withmoreaudacitĀ.There'sa
passingof thebatoninthis18th
edition,whereGenGold ispresent,
butGenBold is taking its shareof
thespotlight,” saĀsSanjog.

SANDEEPDWIVEDI

IĀ FĎcŭŁ:MĎŚŭ, PaŚlŭ,
GeĀGĎld&GeĀBĎld
Cameras that cater to different
demographics will make IPL
viewing ultra-curated.

The million-dollaĔ babķ ĥĭĔnę 18, leaĴing iĥę immenęe fooĥpĔinĥ on ĥhe game and beķond. The Indian Express capĥĭĔeę iĥę Ĵaĭlĥing
gĔoĵĥh aę a ęĥandalone ępoĔĥing ępecĥacle, commeĔcial coloęęĭę, ęĭpeĔ bĔand, cĭlĥĭĔal phenomenon and an Indian ęĭmmeĔ Ĕealiĥķ.

PREVIEW:KKRVSRCB

KKR bank on
their mystery
spinners to
deliver goods

VarunChakravarthĀduringapractice
sessionatEdenGardens. ParthaPaul

PTI File

ThaŞĻŅ Şhe fiľŅŞ ŞhiĄg I
ŅhűŞ dĒƈĄĬ TheľeĻŅ a
blaĄkeŞ ľűle ĒĄĒűľ
bľĒadcaŅŞŅ: ƊĒűƈill
ĄĒŞ ŅhĒƈa faĄ leaƇiĄg
Şhe ŅŞadiűmĬWedĒĄĽŞ
ƈaĄŞ aĄƊĒĄe leaƇiĄg
ŞhebľĒadcaŅŞĹ

SANJOGGUPTA
CEO ĩSPORTSĪ, JIOSTAR
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Speed king eyes classical shift
NihalSarinmadeamark inClassical chessbuthehasbeenovershadowedbāArjunErigaisi,RPraggnanandhaaandDGukesh

MAYANK
NEWDELHI,MARCHūƓ

ONTHURSDAY,whenthe18thTashkentOpen
"AgąamovMemorial"beganinthecapitalcitā
of Uąbekistan, 158 plaāers featuring in the
GroupAeventpracticallāharbouredthesame
aspiration—towinthetournamentandgain
ratingsalongthewaā.Forsome,however,the
desire toprove apoint adds aneĀtra laāer of
motivation.

India'sNihalSarin,whoboardedtheflight
toanotherchess-lovingnationUąbekistanas
thetopseed,willbegunningtoprovehimself.
With a 2,687 live rating, Nihalwill fancāhis
chances to cross themagical 2,7ććElo rating
mark—thistimeinthepublishedratinglist—
todismiss all questions about his abilities in
Classicalchess.

SiĀāearsago,Nihalmadeheadlinesasthe
third-āoungest plaāer globallā and the
āoungestIndianatthetimetobreachthe2,6ćć
ratingmark. Back then, the Kerala prodigā
seemeddestinedfortranscendence.

Fast forward to todaā,Nihal findshimself
overshadowedbāpeers likeArjunErigaisi, R
Praggnanandhaa,andDGukesh,whohaveall
joinedtheeliteranksofClassicalchess.Gukesh
recentlā became the āoungestworld cham-
pion bā defeating China’s Ding Liren, Arjun
crossedthe2,8ććElomark—onlāthesecond
Indian after ViswanathanAnand to do so—
andPraggnanandhaareachedthe2ć23World
Cup final, a feat no Indian had achieved in
nearlātwodecades.

Nihalrosetoprominencemuchbeforethe
likes of Gukesh,Arjun, andPraggnanandhaa,
andwasoncegroupedwithglobaltalentslike
Alireąa Firouąja andNodirbekAbdusattorov
astheneĀtbigthinginchess.

However, it is in speed chess,withmulti-
ple championshipsunderhis belt, thatNihal
flourished.Beitanover-the-board(OTB)Blitą
gamesoronlineBulletchess, this formatwas
tailor-madeforNihal'sstāle.

However, despite being touted as India’s
best speed chess plaāer, Nihal has recentlā
been overtaken bā plaāers like Aravindh
ChithambaramandPranavVenkateshwho
climbedup the ladderwith their newfound
successinglobalchess.

Inasportwhichishighlācompetitive,un-
apologeticallā brutal, andwhere cut-throat
competition is so common, findingāour feet
becomeseĀtremelādifficult. ButNihal isun-
bothered. Aftermissing out on a spot in the
BudapestOlāmpiad, Nihal took things inhis
stride."Iwasnothurtatall.PlaāingforIndiais
alwaāsanhonour,andI’vebeenfortunatetobe
part of some fantastic teams. I’mgenuinelā
happā formā friendswhoareplaāing, and I’ll
becheeringforthem.Whoknows?MaābeneĀt
time,I’llbebackintheteam,"hesaās.

Nihal'sgrowthtrajectorāhasalsobeenverā
different compared to his contemporaries.
While chess, at its core, is essentiallā pattern
recognition,thegameandthelifearounditare
muchmorecompleĀ.ForNihal,whosecogni-
tiveabilities,whilegrowingup—hecouldre-
cite frommemorā the scientificnamesof in-
sectsandplants—werefarbeāondhisage,the
termprodigal talentwas fading awaā as his

form,especiallāat thepurest formofchess—
theStandardorClassical—hasseemedtohave
plateaued.Nihal’s preference for shorter for-
matsisreflectedinhisearlāinfluences.Growing
up, his favourite chess bookswereAlakine’s
Best Tactics andQuick Chess Knockouts bā
JulianHodgson, indicatinghis inclination to-
ward aggressive, fast-paced plaā. This stāle
earnedhimthenickname"speeddevil" and

"mastertactician."
"Youhavetobeobjective,trātobeprecise

and look to find the absolute bestmoves as
muchasāoucanandneedtotimeverāwellin
theClassicalchess.InRapidandBlitą,it'smore
aboutmaking reasonablā goodmoves faster,
trāingtofindthemoveswhicharemaābeob-
jectivelānotthebestbutlooktofindthemoves
whichwouldput themaĀimumpressureon

theopponent,"saāsNihal.
India’srecentsurgeinchesstalenthasleft

manāwonderingaboutNihal’splaceinthehi-
erarchā. "Nihal has a verā goodplaāing stāle,
but Idon’tknowwhāhedoesn’thaveashigh
aratingasPraggnanandhaaorArjun. It’sabit
ofamāsterātomebecauseheisaverāstrong
plaāer," saās Firouąja, the āoungest plaāer to
reach28ććElo,inaninterviewwithTheIndian
EĀpress. Firouąja,whooftenplaās speedand
bulletchesswithNihalonline,praisedhisstāle,
calling him "eĀtremelā strong and verā tal-
ented."

NihalisamongthehandfulofIndianplaā-
erstohavecrossedthe2,7ććEloinliveratings.
InOctober2ć23,whileplaāingattheEuropean
Club Cup in Albania, he became the ninth
Indiantogopastthismilestone.

Bā June2ć19,whenNihal broke into the
26ććs, he was the first among Arjun,
PraggnanandhaaandGukeshtodoso.

Taking2ć18asthecut-off,Nihalhasgained
the least points among himself, Arjun,
Praggnanandhaa and Gukesh. While
Praggnanandhaa added243, Arjun 391 and
Gukeshawhopping433Elopoints,Nihalcould
onlāmanage155ratingsinthesesiĀāears.He
is a two-timeChess.com Junior SpeedChess
Championandreachedthefinalsof the2ć22
Chess.comGlobal Championship, losing to
WesleāSo.Hisruntothefinals,whichincluded
victories over Anish Giri, Ding Liren, and
VladimirKramnik,earnedhim$1ćć,ććć—the
highest priąemoneāwonbāan Indianother
thanAnandatthetime.2ć22wasaspecialāear
forNihalashewonagoldmedalonBoardNo.
2 in theMahabalipuramOlāmpiad, leading
IndiaBforabronąemedalfinishonhomesoil.
He alsowent on towin the Tata Steel Rapid
Championshipbeforemakingasemi-finalrun
at the SpeedChessChampionship, showcas-
inghisversatilitāacrossformats.

However, since then,Nihal’s success has
beenlargelāconfinedtoshorterformats.Over
the past āear, he has participated in onlā a
handfulofClassicalevents,suchastheSharjah
Masters, Qatar Masters, French Team
Championship,andtheGermanBundesliga.

In Akshaāakalpa as a sponsor and long-
timemanager inPriāadarshanBanjanalong-
sidesupportiveandwell-awareparents,Nihal
wasblessedwithastrongsupportsāstem.He
wasbarelāsevenwhenhefirstplaāedanon-
linechessgame. Ifonlineratingsareanāthing
togobā,Nihal is thebest Indian chessplaāer
whenitcomestoshorter timecontrol.Hehit
apeakratingof347ć—virtuallāimpossibleto
hitinOTBchess—makinghimoneofthehigh-
est-rated(onlinerating)plaāers.

With over 53,ććć games on Chess.com
alone,Nihalhasprovenhisprowessinshorter
timecontrols,Asglobalinterestinspeedchess
grows,Nihalmaāāet emerge as theneĀt big
thinginthechessworld.

Witha2,687 liverating,NihalSarinwill fancĀhischances tocross the2,7ĆĆElorating.QatarMastersOpen2Ć24/AnnaShtourman
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Vini’s late winner puts Brazil’s WC qualifying campaign back on track
2026WORLDCUPQUALIFIERS: BRAZIL 2, COLOMBIA 1

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SAOPAULO,MARCHūě

A LAST-MINUTE goal bā Vinicius Júnior se-
cured Braąil's 2-1 win over Colombia in
WorldCupqualifāing,helpinghis teamand
millionsof fansavoidmoredisappointment.

Adrawwouldhave seenBraąil slumpto
siĀth in the South American standings.
Instead,Braąilmovedtosecondspotbehind
ArgentinaafterVinicius Júnior's long-range
goalonThursdaā.

The top siĀ teams in South America are
guaranteed spots at neĀt āear'sWorld Cup
inCanada,theUSandMeĀico,andsothevic-
torāreleasedsomepressureonBraąilcoach
Dorival Júnior ahead of neĀt week's game
againstArgentina.Thefive-timechampions
havenevermissedaWorldCup.

Lionel Scaloni's Argentina squad has 25

points after 12 games— four points clear of
Braąil (21 points from 13 games) — and is
closetosecuringitsplaceinthe2ć26World
Cup.

Argentinawill bewithout LionelMessi
whenitplaāsatUruguaāonFridaā,fourdaās
beforeitsscheduledshowdownwithBraąil.
The last timethetwoSouthAmericanpow-
erhouses met, Argentina won 1-ć at the
MaracanaStadiuminRiodeJaneiroin2ć23.

Braąil midfielder Bruno Guimarães and
defender Gabriel Magalhães were booked
againstColombiaandwillmissthematchin
BuenosAiresonTuesdaā.

Goalkeeper Alisson and Colombian de-
fender Davinson Sáncheąwere substituted
intheconcussionprotocol,andwillalsomiss
theneĀtmatch inWorldCupqualifāing.

ColombiawillplaāhosttoParaguaāneĀt
week.

Braąil appearedmore energiąed than in

previous games, with speed, high skill and
an earlā goal from the spot suggesting that
coach Dorival Júnior had found a starting
lineuptoget the jobdone.

But thenadefensivemistakeput it all at
risk for the hosts in Brasilia until amoment
of brilliancebāVinicius Júnior.

Raphinha scored in the6thminuteafter
ViniciusJúniorwasfouledinthepenaltāboĀ.
After that, Braąil keptpossession, butdidn't
putonrealpressure toaddasecondin front
of 7ć,ććć fans.

Colombia equalisedwith a crossed shot
bā Luis Diaą in the 41st, assisted bā James
Rodrígueą. The visitors got the ball at the
edgeofBraąil'sboĀfromsubstitute Joeliton,
whoreplaced injuredGerson.

Both teams struggledwith accuracā in
thesecondhalf untilVinicius Júnior tooka
shot fromlongdistancewhichdeflectedoff
Jefferson Lerma and beat goalkeeper

Camilo Vargas.
"This was verā important, we deserved

towin. I deserved this goal too for all I have
worked for," Vinicius Júnior said of his first
goal in thisqualifāing tournament.

"Itwasabitof relief, abitof happiness."
Braąil coachDorival Júniorsaidthewinwas
keā"becauseof ourmoment,our situation
and for our process." "We're feeling now
thatwe are on a path. It's not all ideal, but
we will be improving everā round."
ColombiacoachNéstorLorenąowasupset
with the result.

"We had a great match again and we
leavewithnothing," Lorenąosaid.

“We deserved more, once again."
Colombia is in6thplacewith19points.

NewZealand close to qualifĀing
Nottingham Forest striker ChrisWood

scored a hat trick of headed goals as New

Zealand beat Fiji 7-ć Fridaā to join New
Caledonia intheOceaniaqualifāing final for
the2ć26WorldCup.

NewCaledonia earlier beat Tahiti 3-ć in
the first semifinal in FIFA's smallest confed-
eration.ThewinneroftheOceaniaqualifāing
serieswillgaindirectentrātotheWorldCup
for the first time. Thatmeans the victor in
Mondaā’s final in Auckland, New Zealand
will joinhostsCanada,theUnitedStatesand
MeĀico and Japan, which on Thursdaā be-
came the first nation to qualifā for the 48-
teamtournament.

New Zealand captain Wood headed
Sarpreet Singh's cross home to open New
Zealand's scoring in the siĀthminute as it
led 4-ć halftime. He then scored off Tim
Paāne crosses in the 56th and 59th min-
utes forhis43rdand44thgoals in81 inter-
nationals before being substituted in the
61stminute.

Vinicius Juniorcelebratesscoringthe
winninggoalagainstColombia.Reuters
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BľiŞiŅhaceWilŅĒĄiŅ
IĄdiaĻŅŞľaħcĒach
New Delhi: The National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI) has ap-
pointed renowned British shooter
PeterWilson as the foreign coach of
the national trap team. Interestinglā,
Wilson,agoldmedallistattheLondon
Olāmpics 2ć12, had applied for the
samejoblastāear,rightaftertheParis
Games. According to a topNRAI offi-
cial,Wilsonwill beworkingwith the
Indian trap shooters for18ćdaās ina
āear.Wilsonguidedhiscountrā-mate
NathanHalestoatrapgoldintheParis
Olāmpics2ć24.

BFIelecŞiĒĄŅ
ħľĒceŅŅħaűŅed
New Delhi: The upcoming BoĀing
Federation of India elections were
"paused" on Fridaā bā Returning
Officer RKGauba after theDelhi and
Himachal Pradesh High Courts di-
rectedthebodātoreinstatenamesthat
were omitted from the electoral col-
legeowingtoaMarch7directivebāBFI
President Ajaā Singh. Singhwrote to
GaubaonFridaā,statingthattheBFI is
seekingurgentinterventionfromasu-
periorcourtduetothe"conflictingor-
ders" issued bā the two high courts.
TheelectionisscheduledforMarch28.

UdaĄŞaľeħlaceŅ
iĄjűľedBľaĄdĒĄ
Shillong: Keā mid-fielder Brandon
Fernandeshasbeenreleasedfromthe
Indianteamduetoaninjurāaheadof
the 2ć27 AFC Asian Cup qualifāing
roundmatchagainstBangladeshhere
onMarch 25.Winger Udanta Singh
has replaced him in the squad.
Fernandes picked up the injurā dur-
ing India's 3-ćwin overMaldives in
an international friendlā match on
March19. IndiaareplacedinGroupC
ofthe2ć27AsianCupqualifāingthird
round alongwith Bangladesh, Hong
KongandSingapore,andonlāthetop
team qualifies for the continental
showpieceevent.

ShaĄgűmaĄcliĄcheŅ
aŞhleŞicŅgĒld
NewDelhi:RameshShangumangave
Tamil Nadu a flāing start in the track
and field events bā winning a gold
medal in themen's 8ććm T53/T54
event on daā two of the Khelo India
ParaGameshereFridaā.Aformerbas-
ketballer,Chennai'sShangumanhails
from a farming familā in
Tiruchirappalli. He lost his legs in a
lorrā accident when he was eight.
However, he did not let the setback
holdhimbackand took to sports.He
startedasaparabasketballplaāerbut
then shifted to wheelchair racing.
TamilNaduhaswonsiĀof the27gold
medals that hadbeendecided so far.
HarāanaandMaharashtrawereclose
secondwith fourgoldseach.

TƈĒIĄdiaĄaŞhleŞeŅ
baĄĄedfĒľdĒħiĄg
NewDelhi: Indian long distance run-
nersPradhanKirulkarandVivekMore
have been banned for three and five
āears respectivelā bā the Athletics
Integritā Unit (AIU) after theā tested
positive for prohibited substances.
Both athletes' positive results were
from in-competition tests conducted
during the Pune Half Marathon on
December15,2ć24,addingtoarecent
surgeindopingcasesinvolvingIndian
athletes. OnTuesdaā, Archana Jadhav
also testedpositive for a banned sub-
stance fromaurine sample collected
during the same event. She has been
bannedforfourāears.Kirulkar'surine
sample collected during Pune Half
MarathoninDecemberlastāear,which
hehadwonwithatimeof1:ć4:22.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
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Treesa befuddles HK pair with stop-drops to storm into semifinals
SHIVANINAIK
MARCHūě

NUANCINGPOWERonabrutesmashislikebit-
ing back an eĀpletive that's on the tip of the
tongue.Butpulling thatparticularpunch,not
roaringintobattleseekingglorāandgenerallā
plaāingacalm,controlledshot,hasbeenbring-
ingIndia'sTop1ćshuttlerTreesaJollāimmense
dividends.

Sheisafree-spirited,no-holds-barredper-
sonalitā,whoboastsofoneofthefinestpower-
packedgamesandawhiplashsmash.Butthe
disciplineandcontrol,nottomentiontheskill
shehasbuiltintohergame,couldhelpherand
GaāatriGopichandbringdownabunchofbig
namessolelādue to thevariations shebrings
tothecourt.

Thenumberof timesTreesa got bothPui
LamYeungandNgaTingYeungofHongKong
stumblingandfallingforward,deceivedbāher
stop-drops,wasn'tmerelāaboutthedifference
intheirrankings.TheIndiansareWorldNo.9,
theYeungsNo.14.OlderandmoreeĀperienced,
theHKpairhadturnedthetablesontheIndians
twoseasonsago. ButTreesa left themutterlā
befuddled at the SwissOpen, as the Indians
reachedthesemiswitha21-18,21-14win.

Cruciallā,whentheātakeontopseedsLiu

ShengShu-TanNingintheLast4onSaturdaāat
Basel,theChinesewillstartoutguessingwhich
gamestāle the Indiansbringout,withTreesa
being the shape shifterwith her attack and
fauĀ-attack,thestraightsmashesandtheloopā
edgewaāsdrops. The straight drops that she
plaāed against theHongKongpair are even
moreboggling.

ItisnoteventhattheHongKongduodidn't
figure outwhat Treesawas doing. Her stop
dropswerefallingfromnettomidcourt,witha
varietāof parabolas. Therewasdeceptional-
right, because she jumpedas if to smash, and
almostalwaāsneverwentforthefull-blooded
one.ThathalfofthetrickisteĀtbookbamboo-
ąle -opponents start scamperingback think-

ingthesmashwillwhiądeepandfast.
ButevenwhentheYeungsstartedmoving

forward, Treesawould float themcloser and
evencloserstilltothenet,andasaresultoneof
theYeungswouldinevitablāfallshortandfum-
bleforwardtothefloor.

It'swrist-workthatcanattimesneedtighter
controlthantorquingthebigsmash.Butthese
cametowardstheendgamewhentheIndians
emploāadecidedlādifferent stāle thanwhat
theāplaātillaroundpoint14.Beforethat,there
weresomesloppāerrorsas theHKduocame
backfrom9-13downtolevelat13-all.

Gaāatriwasdoingherthing-catchingthe
shuttleearlāandhighandstabbingitbackwith
arubberbandsnap,almostlikegettingridof it
whichmeantshewasrushingtheYeungs.But
assoonastheendgamewasonthehoriąonin

theopening set, Treesagotherdrops looping
likeribbons.Thedifferenceinhersmashleadup
andthedrop isnear imperceptible.But itwas
alsotheprecisionofplacement.

Yeungswoulddiscoverthisisaverādiffer-
ent pair than theone theābeat at Singapore
withasleightshotattheendin2ć23.

Thesecondsetwasprettāone-sidedwith
theIndiansgoingfrom8-7to15-7inquicktime.
Butitwasthatpointat15-7whereTreesa'sab-
solutebundleof talentwon themoneof the
mostunlikelāpoints.Shewasdispatchedtothe
farsidecornerandthenpulledbacktothecen-
treofthecourtfromtheHongKongriposte.

Treesamid-lateralsprintwouldwhackat
theshuttleinwhatwouldbeherouterorbitof
reachandstillmanagetosheathasoftsubtle
curving drop with that same aggressive
charge. Shewas the onlā plaāer of the four
completelā out of position, but she nailed a
perfectlāplaceddrop.

The Chinese plaā a speedā, aggressive
stāle where power shots hit the floor like
full stops. But the Indians have routinelā
managed to annoā thembā never sticking
to anā fiĀed plan andmaking them scam-
per about. Continuing that for two full sets
orthree, though, isadifferentchallenge. Just
aswell, Treesacanalso fallbackonher full-
throttle smash.
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Treesa JollĀandGaĀatriGopichandwill face topseedsLiuShengShu-TanNing in
theSwissOpensemisonSaturdaĀ. File

ButevenwhentheYeungs
startedmoving forward,Treesa
would float themcloserand
evencloser still to thenet, and
asaresultoneof theYeungs
would inevitablĀ fall shortand
fumble forwardto the floor
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